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Washington or recount: Sit-

ting at a folding table under fluores-

cent lights, Republican Lloyd Haskins

Sr. held up ballots for Democrat Carl

Brownstein to see, and they both

marked their running totals on white scrap

paper. They took part Wednesday in a hand

recount of 2.9 million votes to determine the

winner of the closest gubernatorial race in
state history.

A machine recount found Republican
Dino Rossi to be the winner by 42 votes over
Democrat Christine Gregoire. The hand re-
count s the final tally allowed by state law.

Each paid team of two vote-counters and
one recorder included one person recruited
by the local Democratic Party and one re-
cruited by the GOP.

States’ budget fluctuations: States’ fi-
nances are finally picking up, a new report
says, with bursts of revenue in nearly every
region of the country. But the good news
comes with warnings that spending pressures
are sti ey could unravel the gains.

Medicaid and other health-related costs
top the list of financial worries, state budget
leaders reported Thursday. And the borrow-
ing, cuts and scaled-back spending of the
last few years have left most states in worse
shape than when the economy went south
three years ago.

Durst sentencing: A millionaire New
York real estate heir acquitted last year of
murdering a Galveston Island neighbor
faces sentencing later this month on weap-
ons possession charges in Texas.

Under the agreement Durst and his law-
yers reached on three federal weapons pos-
session charges, the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
said Tuesday that the defendant would ac-
cept a nine-month prison term followed by
two years of supervised release in exchange
for guilty pleas.

Peterson sentencing: With a photograph
of a pregnant Laci Peterson displayed be-
hind him, a prosecutor in Redwood City,
Calif,, urged jurors Thursday to sentence
Scott Peterson to death, saying the date
marked the two-year anniversary of his
“monstrous plan” to murder his wife.

Scott Peterson’s mother testified Wednes-
day that Laci “became like a daughter to
us,” adding that the 27-year-old schoolteach-
er was a perfect match for her son. Her tear-
ful plea to save her son’s life moved at least
two jurors in his murder trial to tears.

World

Ukraine protests: Protesters lifted their
siege of Ukraine’s government building
Thursday as tensions following weeks of dem-

ebbed with ption
of electoral reform before a new presidential
runoff vote at the end of the mont

0
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Annan investigation: U.N. Secretary-General Kof

Annan, left, smiles during a meeting of the

General Assembly on Wednesday. Jean Ping, center, of Gabon, the president of the 59th

session of the General Assembly, and Chen Jian,

Under-Secretary-General for General

Assembly and Conference Management, joined in a standing ovation. Annan won the ovation as
arare public display of support in response to recent calls for his resignation from many U.S.
lawmakers. Diplomats, including U.S. deputy ambassador Patrick Kennedy, cheered desj

President Bush's refusal to back Annan pent
the U.N. oil-for-food program in Iraq.

which prevented senior civil servants from
reaching their offices, were no longer neces-
sary and that the real fight now was the cam-
paign for the revote of the runoff election,
set for Dec. 26.

Madrid bombings: Police have arrested a
Syrian and an Egyptian in the March 11 train
bombings in Madrid, Spain, that killed 191
people, the interior minister said Thursday.

he two were arrested Wednesday in
Trun, near Spain’s border with France, were
identified as Adman Waki, 28, of Syria, and
Ahmed Ibrahim Kassem, 27, of Egypt, said
Interior Minister Jose Antonio Alonso said.

Waki had links with five of the seven peo-
ple suspected in the bombings, Alonso said.

Musharraf assassination plot: A court in
Karachi, Pakistan, said police would be al-
lowed to question an alleged Islamic mili-
tant accused of playing a role in a failed plot
to kill President Gen. Pervez Musharraf, a
prosecution lawyer said.

An outlawed Islamic militant group tried

g results of a probe into alleged corruption

detonate a car bomb on a road while Mush-
arraf’s motorcade passed on April 26, 2002,
but their remote-controlled device malfunc-
tioned and no one was hurt.

War on terrorism

Firefighter’s funeral: Thousands of fire-
fighters lined up outside a Bronx church
Thursday in New York for the funeral of a
fellow firefighter killed last week in Iraq
when his Army National Guard unit was at-
tacked outside Baghdad.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Gov. George
Pataki, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Fire Commissioner Nicholas Scoppetta
were also expected to attend the funeral
Mass for Sgt. Christian Engeldrum.

Engeldrum, 39, a five-year fire veteran
and former police officer who served with
Ladder Co. 61 in the Co-op City section of
the Bronx, was the first city employee to die
in Iraq since the U.S-led war began in
March 2003

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Correction

A story in Thursday’s edition about a Wiesbaden-area soldier,
Pvt. Nestor K. Velazquez, charged with fatally stabbing a man at a
local nightclub contained incorrect information. The soldier’s blood

was not found on the victim’s T-shirt.

Clarification

Text accompanying photos of ballet dancers in Thursday’s edi-
tion omitted information about where the performance had taken
place. The dancers were performing Peter Tchaikovsky’s “The Nut-
cracker” at the Wetzel Theater in Baumholder, Germany.
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EUCOM focuses on quality-of-life issues

DODDS seeks $10 million
to offer summer classes

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

GARMISCH, Germany —
After three days of discussing the
biggest problems facing U.S.
troops and their families, the top
enlisted leaders in Europe know
it's up to them to find the solu-
tions.

The command sergeants major
said participants at this week’s
U.S. European Command Quality
of Life Conference walked away
with more than just another bind-
er, pocketful of business cards
and pretty photographs of the Ba-
varian Alps.

They left with a mission: take
care of the troops.

“We have some of the brightest
kids in the United States,” said
Marine Command Sgt. Maj. John
Mersino of the U.S. European
Command. “You can’t retain
these guys if you blow them off.
You can't retain them if you don’t
take care of them.”

“So the credibility issue is on
our shoulders now to take these is-
sues forward, address them, and
find solutions for as many as we
possibly can.”

The conference, held Monday
through Wednesday at the Edel-
weiss Lodge, was to air concerns
about pay, housing, medical care
and olher issues. The issues were

“We have 18-, 19-year-old kids
who make decisions involving
human life on the battlefield,”
Mersino
said. “Those
are deci-
sions  any
CEO in any
major corpo-
ration would
be scared to
death to
make. But
we've got
kids doing it
every single \
day. Mersino

“That’s
the quality that we as institutions

have to maintain. And you can’t
do that by breaking promises,
breaking falth and not following
through on what you said you
were going to do.”

been raised
by  troops,
family mem-
bers and ci-
vilians were
whittled
down at the
conference
to a top-20
list of issues.
Some is-

McMichael

d ang and rec-

ommenddtmns were made.
Among those in anendance to
hear the were

sues the

to Iraq, Afghanistan and other

sites: inadequate training and
ippi before

EUCOM Chief of Staff Army Lt.
Gen. Colby Broadwater III, and
Acting Deputy Undersecretary
for Defense for Military Person-
nel Policy William J. Carr.

Mersino said that U.S. troops,
especially young ones who are
fighting in wars, are given great
responsibilities and should be
compensated as well as, or better
than, employees in the private sec-
tor.

and few services or outreach for
the deployed’s spouses and chil-
dren. Others pointed out the
bumps encountered in dealing
wnth everyday hassles penammg

0 housing, relocation or insur-
ance.

Top issues were then given rec-
ommendations on how to fix the
problem.

For example, for spouses look-

ing for work, it was suggested
that military communities create
a hub for local job opportunities.
Currently, in some cases,
job-seekers are forced to plow
through worldwide listings to find
positions in their area.

other suggestion was to
allow accrued education benefits
not used by servicemembers to
be used instead by their spouses
and children.

Tending to family needs helps
the warfighter stay focused, ac-
cording to Marine Sgt. Maj. Al-
ford McMichael, senior noncom-
missioned officer at NATO's Al-
lied Command Operations.

“If I know the medical require-
ments for my family are being
taken care of when I deploy. Ican
focus on my mission,” McMichael
said.

“When I know my child is get-
ting the proper education and my
spouse is getting educational op-
portunities, that makes me more
efficient to do the things I have
taken an oath to do.”

Command Master Chief Paul
Knauer, a Navy SEAL and the top
NCO for Special Operations Com-
mand Europe, said he was confi-
dent that steps would be taken as
aresult of the conference.

“The terminology I hear used
more and more often is the
‘30-year career,”” Knauer said.
“To make the military as attrac-
tive [an employer] as a Fortune
500 company, they’re going to

have to do things ... to address the
whole family to keep people in for
that long.

“I'have absolute certainty these
individuals who are here are
going to take these back and ad-
dress them. If there is a slowing
down of inertia, then it's our re-
sponsibility to prod and poke and
make sure the answers do come

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

GARMISCH, Germany — Last
year, after 1st Armored Division
soldiers were told they’d be stay-
ing in Iraq longer than expected,
schools were opened in the sum-
mer to help keep their kids busy.

Department of Defense Depen-
dents Schools in Baumholder,
Giessen, Hanau and Wiesbaden
stayed open for four weeks for stu-
dents in kindergarten through
eighth grades until the soldiers re-
turned to Germany in late July.

DODDS officials are asking the
Defense Department for up to
$10 million to pay for summer
school in Europe and Asia in an-
ticipation of troops being de-
ployed. They said they’d need to
know by Jan. 31 if the funding
was coming in order to start regis-
tering students and lining up
teachers and other st:

The potential need was one of
the issues raised this week at the
U.S. European Command Quality
of Life Conference. “We need to
get a resolution to funding and
other issues early enough to devel-
op a program,” said Dr. Joseph
Tafoya, director of the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activi-
ty, which oversees DODDS.
“That way, we can let the com-
mand and the schools and our
teachers know what we need to
do next summer, or if we need to
do anything.”

Tafoya said the requested fund-
ing would pay for summer school
in Europe and Asia. Stateside
DOD schools are already funded
for summer school. Tafoya also
said that specific commands,
such as EUCOM, U.S. Air Forces
in Europe or U.S. Army Europe,
could pay for their own local sum-
mer schooling. For example, last

Joseph Tafoya

year USAREUR paid for the 1st
AD schools to stay open.

“The biggest thing was the fact
that we cared, we scrambled and
we made it happen,” said Diana
Ohman, director of DODDS-Eu-
rope. “And they thought, ‘Man,
they did this for us, and thank
ou

“Academically, any kind of
summer months’ injection of in-
formation and continued knowl-
edge is a good thing for any
child.”

Tafoya said he would prefer to
hold summer school at all
DODDS schools so each student
has equal access. Ohman said
that the Jan. 31 target date is fair.

“It takes that long to do the
right thing by teachers and not
press them and ask them if it fits
into their summer plans,” she
said. “There’s a lot of stuff you
have to work through.”

— Charlie Coon

MICHAEL ABRAMSStars and Stripes
Pvt. Nestor K. Velazquez is
accused of killing an Italian man
during a fight at the Euro Palace
night club in Mainz-Kastel,
Germany.

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY

Stars and Stripes

Defense under way in trial of soldier charged with stabbing

WIESBADEN, Germany — In a certain but
shaky voice, an Army spouse testified Thurs-
day she saw a man other than the accused,
Nestor K. Velazquez, drop a knife that is at the
center of his murder trial.

The morning testimony by defense witness
Yasmin Bowlin came shortly after Army prose-
cutors rested their case against Velazquez, 19,
who is charged with unpremeditated murder in
the April 18 stabbing death of Santo Scardino.

“Is there any doubt in your mind that this is
the man that you saw drop the knife?” defense
attorney Capt. Jon Stanfield asked Bowlin,
refering to a Moroccan man whose photo he
had just given Bowlin. The man was detained a
couple of hours after the fatal fight but later re-
leased.

“No sir, there is no doubt,” Bowlin said.

Bowlin, the wife of a soldier based in the Unit-
ed States, was in Germany last April visiting
friends. She was a designated driver on the
night of the incident, transporting friends to the
Euro Palace, a nightclub where the death oc-

curred.

The fight unfolded close to where Bowlin was
seated. Bowlin said she saw a man dressed in
white scurry down a nearby flight of stairs
being chased by an unidentified man wearing a
dark blue sports jersey.

Asking Velazquez to stand, Stanfield turned
back to Bowlin.

“Is this the individual you saw wearing the
jersey?” Stanfield asked.

“No sir,” Bowlin replied.

While rushing down the flight of stairs, the
man in white almost fell, momentarily loslng
his left shoe, Bowlin said.

“When he stumbled he had a hard time catch-
ing himself,” said Bowlm, “and that’s when he
dropped the knife.”

hown the presumed
murder weapon, Bowlin
said she was “positive this
is the knife I saw on the
stairs that night.

Bowlin _testified ~that
she alerted a bar employ-
ee of the knife several min-
utes later, and a bouncer
retrieved the weapon for
police.

It was during the brief
foot chase, which ended
when the pursuer relent-
ed, that Bowlin saw Scar-
dino bleeding near the bot-

Velazquez

tom of the stairs.

Bowlin later identified for German police the
man in white as he exited the bar. She testified
that she told German authorities the man had
changed out of his white shoes. The shoes the
man was wearing, as well as his clothes at the

time of his arrest, were tested but no blood
stains were found.

Thursday’s proceedings were rather disjoint-
ed, with numerous breaks that sent the
six-member panel back and forth between the
court and the deliberation room.

After the prosecution rested, Velazquez's at-
torneys began their defense. But they grew in-
creasingly frustrated because of the govern-
ment’s failure to produce witnesses who had
been approved. The onus is on the prosecution
to produce all witnesses, including those of the
defense.

That led to several “stipulations,” or agree-
ments between the prosecution and defense of
what a witness would say if able to testify.

The frequent breaks and stipulations were a
point of contention.

The defense case “looks like a shotgun blast
... and we are being hamstrung because of it,”
said Capt. Will Helixon.

Velazquez’s attorneys acknowledged that it
was his knife found at the bottom of the stairs
and that he sneaked it into the club. However,
they portrayed him as a peaceful young man
who only carried the knife for protection.

Velazquez’s attorneys said he was trying to
break up a fight involving another soldier, and
that the fight became a brawl in which the
pair were outnumbered.

£-mail Kevin Doughert,

Goughereykamal cstpes.osdmil
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There are ways to help ‘Any Servicemember’

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

"Tis the season to be cautious.

The Department of Defense has sent out
amessage reminding well-wishers that hol-
iday gifts mailed to “Any Servicemember”
will not be delivered to troops this holiday
season, citing transportation constraints.

“During this time of year, the number of
donation programs increase and causes
mail from families and friends to be mixed
with mail from unknown sources resulting
in delivery delays,” according to a DOD
news release.

Although packages must be sent to
troops by specific name to be delivered,

For more information, go to

stripes.com/support.html

there still are ways for “Secret Santas” to
spread some holiday cheer. The Army and
Air Force Exchange Service is sponsoring
two programs — Gifts From the Home-
front and Help Our Troops Call Home — to
boost troop morale without compromising
security or straining military postal work-

ers.

Gifts From the Homefront works like
gift certificates, which deployed troops can
use to buy merchandise at any AAFES ex-

change, including the 29 in Traq, 10 in Ku-
wait and five in Afghanistan.

For more information on the program,
g0 to wwwaafescom or  call
1-877-770-4438 (there is a charge if calling
from outside the United States) to pur-
chase the gift certificate. The certificates

www.aafes.com  or y  calling
1-800-527-2345, and when prompted by
the recorded message pressing 1.

In addition to the AAFES programs,
there are many Web-based programs avail-
able.

Some gift-giving sites include: www.

mil,

are then donated to “Any Ser

through the United Services Organization,
American Red Cross, or other military spe-
cific organization.

The Help Our Troops Call Home pro-
gram gives deployed troops phone cards to
call loved ones over the holiday season.
These cards can be used at any of the 60
AAFES call centers in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. They also can be purchased at

to send a virtual card
or holiday note; www.usocares.com, which
makes authorized USO care packages for
deployed troops; www.operationuplink.
org, which provides calling cards to troops
through the Veterans of Foreign Wars orga-
nization; or visit the Support Our Troops
section at www.military.com for ideas on
how to donate holiday cheer.

E-mail Jessica Inigo at: inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Htalian military police
storm into a building
during a raid in

Naples's outskirts,

on Tuesday. Hundreds
of ltalian police
arrested 52 people
around Naples in raids
that started before
dawn as part of a fight
against a bloody moh
turf war that has taken
hold of the southern
Italian city.

AP

Sailors not worried by Naples slayings

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — All the news
that's fit to gossip about.

Some sailors and their families
stationed at Naval Support Activi-
ty Naples are talking about the
surge in the killings and arrests of
the local “Mafia-like” gangs
known as the Camorra.

“People are saying ‘did you

hear about this, did you hear
about that?” but it's not enough to
make us afraid or change our rou-
tines,” said Petty Officer 1st Class.
Tim Satern, stationed at Naval
Support Activity, Naples.

His mother in Iowa, however,
has been following the news of
the rash of turf war killings that
has made the news on cable and
network stations such as CNN,
and has cautioned her son to be-

pected mobsters behind bars.

ing cities.

[talian police arrest top mobster
in portion of organized crime clan

The Associated Press

NAPLES, Italy — Italian police said Thursday they have arrested
a suspected top mobster believed to be involved in a mob turf war
that has terrorized Naples in recent weeks.

‘The arrest of Lucio De Lucia was part of a crackdown against the
Naples-based Camorra organized crime syndicate. It came on the
heels of a massive police operation in the area that brought 52 sus-

De Lucia, 49, was arrested Wednesday night in a raid in a poor
neighborhood in the northern outskirts of the city, police in Naples
said. He was hiding in the home of a woman, who was also arrested.

An outburst of violence in Naples has claimed 23 lives last month
alone, with some of the killings in plain view. Investigators say the vi-
olence stems from a power struggle within the Di Lauro clan, a
Camorra subgroup, over drug trafficking. De Lucia is believed to be
a top member of the Di Lauro clan, police said.

Interior Minister Giuseppe Pisanu has vowed to end the recent
‘mob turf war and to uproot the Camorra from Naples and surround-

ware.
“She’s not too worried, but
she’s watching and keeping tabs,”
Satern said.

The family feuds, so to speak,
claimed 23 lives in November, the
most since the 1980s, according
to several media reports.

The nearly
daily reports
of assassina-
tions -
some of
which were
committed
inbroad day-
light, in
crowded
streets  and
in  restau-

Navy Support Activity Naples
‘Command Officer Capt. Dave Fre-
derick, to talk about it.

“We've seen plenty of alarming
news stories lately about the vio-
lent shake-out going on in the or-
ganized crime arena,” he writes
in his weekly column, scheduled
to appear Friday in the base news-
paper.

“It’s important for all of you to
be alert to these stories and to
keep your awareness high. So far,
there is little reason for you to
llmn yourself when going out into
but keep your vig-

ilance up.

“If we have reason to place any
area of town into an off-limits sta-
tus, the word will be put out on
AFN TV and radio, the NSA Na-
ples Web home page, and via
e-mail to all official accounts. T
don’t anticipate needing to do

thi

ply if neces-
ity

Frederick
also receives
regular brief-
ings and situ-
ation  up-
dates from
Naval Crimi-
nal Investiga-
tive Service
officials, spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr.

Jacky Fisher said.
Keeping tabs on the news of the
surrounding community just

makes sense, even if sailors live
on base, said Chief Petty Officer
John Dillon, the assistant adminis-
tration officer here.

“We're aware of the news and
we follow it, but we’re not con-
cerned,” Dillon said of his family.

“[The Camorra] don’t tend to in-
volve bystanders. They go after
those who have a vested interest,
those involved.”

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
£ dra Jon

Top DOD
health official
outlines new
programs

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

LANDSTUHL, Germany —
The Department of Defense’s top
health official said Thursday that
medical ser-
vices for in-
jured troops
and  health
benefits  for
National
Guardsmen
and reserv-
ists will im-
prove
through new
programs
being imple-

kenwerder

iam Winkenwerder Jr., assistant
secretary of defense for health af-
fairs, said a new patient tracking
program and extended ellglbnhty
for Guardsmen in the
health-care system are two reoent
efforts to create better managed
care for U.S. servicemembers.

Winkenwerder was referring to
the recently adopted, Web-based
Joint Patient Tracking Application
and recent changes to Tricare,
military health-care mfras&ruc-
ture overseen by his office.

The assistant secretary spoke to
media Thursday at the Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center as part
of a series of stops in Germany to
talk about DOD initiatives in ev-
erything from African AIDS relief
to expanded maternity and
child-care programs for overseas
military families.

He is on his way to Afghanistan,
where he will visit troops and meet
with Afghan officials about joint
U.S.-Afghanistan health projects.

At Landstuhl, Winkenwerder
greeted wounded troops arriving
by plane at the hospital, and re-
ceived briefings from local com-
manders and medical personnel.

Earlier stops on his Germany
tour included a visit to U.S. Euro-
pean Command headquarters in
Stuttgart to discuss AIDS preven-
tion and education initiatives in
northern Africa with command-
ers, and an appearance at the
EUCOM Quality of Life Confer-
ence in Garmisch.
E-mail Ben Murray at:

urray a
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Hospital rules, housing clash in Sigonella

Doctor’s family finds 45- mlnute drive from government housing to base hard to live with

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

The walls of the Navy Lodge
might be closing in on Jen Tem-
ple and her family of four, but
she'd rather pay her own hotel
bill and live close to her hus-
band’s work, school and shopping
than commute to a government
housing area 45 minutes away.

Right now, that’s the Temples’
only option. The base policy at
Naval Air Station Sngonella, Sici-
ly, requires families to live in gov-
ernment housing if any is avail-
able. But the government housing
area that’s closer to the base is
full.

“It’s one thing to place families
in government housing, but it’s an-
other thing when one of the hous-
ing complexes is only eight min-
utes drive versus 45 minutes
drive,” Temple said.

Some other families are in the
same situation, but Temple said
her husband has a particularly
valid reason for wanting to live
closer to work. As a family prac-
tice and obstetrics physician, Lt.
Rick Temple is required to live
within 30 minutes of the hospital
on NAS Sigonella in case he must
perform an emergency birth.

Hospital commander Capt.
John D’Allesandro submitted a
blanket waiver request in hopes

Photo courtesy of U.S. Navy

The Mineo housing units for Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, are

about a 45-minute drive from the base and hospital — out
maximum distance for family practice and obstetrics phy:

ns, who

are required to live within 30 minutes of the hospital in case they must

perform an emergency birth.

of preventing such lodging issues
with key personnel, but base com-
mander Capt. Joe Stuyvesant de-
nied the request, base spokesman
Lt. Steve Curry said.

Instead, Stuyvesant decided
such waiver requests would be
handled on a case-by-case basis.

As of Thursday, no individual
waivers had been submitted to
the base CO, Curry said.

The Temples are in the process
of filing an individual waiver re-
quest to live on the economy, Jen
Temple said.

That leaves the family at the
Navy Lodge until the case is re-
solved. The only government
housing complex with open units
is at the Mineo complex, 27 miles
from the main base, where the
hospital and her children’s ele-

mentary school are located. The
other government housing com-
plex, Maranai, is about six min-
utes from NAS Sigonella. But it is
full.

An expected 40 units are slated
to open at Maranai in the spring,
Curry said.

NAS Sigonella policy states if
government housing is available
for occupancy, families must live
on base, be it at Maranai or
Mineo. Single officers and enlist-
ed sailors E-4 and above can
chose to live in available base
housmg or on the economy, Curry

said.

Mineo’s 404 housing units off
highway SS-417, a main road be-
tween Catania and the southern
Sicilian coast, were built through
a public-private venture. The
Navy leases the units, which
opened in 1999, from an Italian
contractor.

“[The leasing project] costs the
Navy a lot of money, and it be-
hooves us to put people in hous-
ing if it's available, instead of us
paying for them to live on the
economy,” Curry said.

At the time of the lease pur-
chase several years ago, the land
that is now Mineo Housing was
the closest available, Curry said.
“Once the Italians saw it was a
pretty good deal with the Navy,

other housing offers became avail-
able " such as land for Maranai.

t. Cmdr. Marcia Ripley, an ob-
slemcs nurse at the base hospital,
had the choice of living on base
housing or the economy and
picked tolive in Mineo, in spite of
the longer commute. She is ex-
empt from the hospital's 30-
minute commute rule because
she does not perform emergency
birth:

s.

“I came from California where
I'was used to driving two hours to
work,” she said. “But at least in
my [California] community, I
could go shopping, or to the mov-
ies and do all the usual stuff.
Being out in Mineo, you’re isolat-

Curry said, however, that
Mineo Housmg has everything
families need.

Mineo Housing is “one uf our
garden communities . t is a
lease-to-build facility ‘which of-
fers a community building, com-
missary, gym, video store, Bee
Bar [coffee bar], chapel services,
fire/emergency services, securi-
ty, ATM machine, self-help store,
playgrounds, recreational facili-
ties and more,” he said.

“All of the units are either
three or four bedroom town hous-
es,” Curry said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Rumsfeld:

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

NEW DELHI, India — A day after being
challenged by a soldier on the Army’s fail-
ure to provide adequate armor for vehicles
used in Iraq, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said Thursday he expects the
Army to do its best to resolve the problem.

Thousands of miles away, President
Bush echoed Rumsfeld’s sentiments.

“The concerns expressed are being ad-
dressed and that is — we expect our troops
to have the best possible equipment,” Bush
said at the White House. “If I were a sol-
dier overseas wanting to defend my coun-
try I'd want to ask the secretary of defense
the same question. And that is, ‘Are we get-
ting the best we can get us? And they de-
serve the best.”

“And I have told many families I've met
with, were doing everything we possibly
can to protect your loved ones in a mission
which is vital and important. And that mis-
sion is to spread freedom and peace,” Bush
said.

On Thursday, several Democrats on the
House Armed Services Committee on
Thursday repeated calls for new hearings
on whether troops in Iraq are getting the
protective equipment they need.

“This was, once again, a miscalculation
by the Pentagon of exactly what kind of en-
vironment we would have after the fall of
Saddam,” said Rep. Ellen Tauscher,
D-Calif.

The administration’s statements “sound
like this is all a big surprise,” Tauscher
said. “What you want to say to them is,
‘Hey, knock it off. It's a big surprise be-
cause you thought you'd be out of there
right no

Rumsreld, on a visit to the Indian capital,
said it was good that ordinary soldiers are
given a chance to express their concerns to
the secretary of defense and senior mili-
tary commanders.

“I's necessary for the Army to hear that,
do something about it and see that every-
one is treated properly,” Rumsfeld said, re-
ferring not only to the complaint about in-
sufficient armor but also another soldier’s

about not getting r for
certain expenses in a timely way.

Those complaints, and others, were
au‘ed on Wednesday when Rumsfeld held

a “town hall” style meeting with about
2 300 soldiers at Camp Buehring in north-
ern Kuwait.

Spc. Thomas Wilson had asked Rums-
feld, “Why do we soldiers have to dig
through local landfills for pieces of scrap
metal and compromised ballistic glass to
up-armor our vehicles?”

Shouts of approval and applause arose
from other soldiers who had assembled in
an aircraft hangar to see Rumsfeld.

Rumsfeld hesitated and asked Wilson to
repeat his question.

“We do not have proper armored vehi-
cles to carry with us north,” Wilson, 31, con-
cluded after asking again,

“You go to war with the Army you have,”

Rusty Davis smoothes out rough edges as he puts an armored door on a U.S. military
Humvee in April at the 0’Gara-Hess plant in Fairfield, Ohio.

Reporter’s role in question

as escorts.”

An American reporter has said he was involved in the soldier’s questioning of
Rumsfeld. Edward Lee Pitts, a reporter for the Chattanooga (Tenn.) Free Press, is em-
bedded in the same unit as Spc. Thomas Wilson who asked Rumsfeld the question
about armored vehicles. In a note to his fellow staffers in Chattanooga, which was re-
produced on the Romanesko inside-the-media Web site, Pitts said he was told that
only soldiers could ask Rumsfeld questions, “so I brought two of them along with me

Pitts said: “Beforehand, we worked on questions to ask Rumsfeld about the appall-
ing lack of armor their vehicles going into combat have.” He said that while waiting
for Rumsfeld, he found the person in charge of the microphone to be used in the ques-
tion-and-answer session “and made sure he knew to get my guys out of the crowd.”

From staff reports

Rumsfeld replied, “not lhe Army you
might want or wish to have

Asked on Thursday about that exchange,
the defense secretary said he believed the
session in general was “very fine, warm
[and] enjoyable.” As for Wilson's state-
ment, Rumsfeld said it could be construc-
tive.

Wilson’s ex-wife, Regina, said she was
not surprised he challenged Rumsfeld. “It
wouldn’t matter if it was Bush himself
standing there,” she said. “He would have
dissed him the same.”

Wilson joined the National Guard in
June 2003; previously, he had served about
four years in the Air Force, beginning in
1994.

Rumsfeld said people should understand
that the military has done all that can rea-
sonably be expected to adjust to changing
circumstances in Iraq as the insurgents
have refined their tactics.

“That is the way war and insurgencies
and combat operate,” he said. “You go in,
you have an enemy with a brain that does
things, and then you make adjustments.”
He added, “Does everything happen instan-
taneously as the brain in the enemy sees
things and makes changes? No, it doesn’t
happen instantaneously.” But, he said, the
Army has adjusted “pretty rapidly” to the
evolving tactics of the insurgents, includ-
ing the need to have more armor on vehi-
cles like the Humvee.

Rumsfeld spoke after meeting Thursday
with Indian Defense Minister Shri Pranab
Mukherjee. At the Ministry of Defense,
Rumsfeld read a brief statement to report-
ers on U.S.-Indian military cooperation.

“The defense relationship is a strong one
and something we intend to see is further
knitted together as we go forward in the
months and years ahead,” he said.

Later he was meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singhand then flying back
to Washington.

Army addressing armor problems

Safer Humvees
en route to Iraq

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — As of Wednes-
day, 282 up-armored Humvees are on
ships en route to the Mideast, adding to
the nearly 6,000 in place, Army spokes-
men said Thursday.

The U.S. military has 19,389 Hum-
vees in Iraq and Kuwalt and 5,910 of

le trucks “up-armored,” or built with a
chassis that accommodates special

or.

Another 9,134 Humvees that do not
have the heavy armor chassis have
been equipped with add-on armor kits
to protect doors, floors and other vulner-
able elements, according to statistics
provided to Stars and Stripes on Thurs-
day by the Army.

Another 252 armor Kits are in Iraq or
Kuwait awaiting installation.

ut that leaves 4,345 Humvees in the
Iraq theater w1th no armor at all, a situa-
eaders have pledged to

remedy by Apnl 2005.

Military leaders responsible for the
Iraq theater, who are at the U.S. Central
Command in Florida, have decided that
they need no fewer than 8,105 up-ar-
mored Humvees in the Iraq theater, as
well as an additional 13,872 add-on
armor kits, Army spokeswoman Nancy
Ray said.

hat is enough armor to provide for
all of the 19,389 Humvees now operat-
ing in the Iraq theater, as well as addi-
tional armor Kits for different types of
vehicles, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter
Schoomaker told members of the House
Armed Servlces Committee during a
Nov. 17 he

Until August 2003 the Army had only
235 up- red Humvees in Iraq.

But last September, as 1mprovlsed ex-
plosive devices began to take more and
more of a toll on U.S. forces in Iraq,

larmed Army leaders decided to accel-
erate the purchase and fielding of
so-called “up-armored” Hun

The Army has been working on get-
ting armored Humvees in Iraq ever
since, Schoomaker said Nov. 17.

“We up-armored Humvees
in-theater last year, and then we got a re-
quirement for 1,407, so we started chas-
ing that requlrement " Schoomaker told
members of Congress. “A month later,
we got a reqmrement for 3,000, and
then it went to 4,150, and then it went to
6, 223 and now it’s gone t0 8,105.”

. as the requirement continued
to Chmh “What we now have figured
out is, look what the heck, we better
up armor everything we've got over

choomaker told lawmakers.
And that’s what we're doing.”

Schoomaker told lawmakers that the
entire requirement of 8,105 up-armored
Humvees should be in the Iraq theater
by April 2005.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessi@stripes.osd.mil

Marines in Fallujah get

The Associated Press

NEAR FALLUJAH, Irag — US. Ma-
rines patrolling the former insurgent
stronghold of Fallujah — some in open
Humvees — say they've had some close
calls, but “get by well” with the vehicle and
body armor they have.

“I think the armor we have for the vehi-
cles is getting better and our body armor is
OK, I have nothing against it,” Sgt. Aaron

D’Amico said Wednesday.

Told about complaints from disgruntled
soldiers who told Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld earlier Wednesday they
lacked armored vehicles and other equip-
ment, D’Amico said: “I'd definitely opt for
higher production of armor but the Ma-
rines get by well with what we have.”

D’Amico said his unit, the 1st Battalion
of the 8th Marine Regiment, received new,
upgraded vehicle armor a year ago, with

by with available armor

Kevlar-protected seats. D’Amico’s only
complaint is that the open-roof Humvee
provides no protection at the back.

The armor the Marines receive is “usual-
ly leftovers from the Army, the Army usual-
Iy gets the better stuff,” he added.

In November, US. deaths in Iraq
reached 135, equaling the all-time high pre-
viously reached in April. Hundreds more
were wounded. At least 54 deaths occurred
during the Marine-led assault on Fallujah.

D’Amico said his closest call occurred
four months ago in the town of Haditha in
central Iraq, when a roadside bomb blew
up by the side of his vehicle.

The blast and flying shrapnel nicked the
side armor of the Humvee door but injured
no one inside.

D’Amico said it was not just the vehicle
armor that saved them, but also the
‘bomb-makers’ lack of skill in planting the
device too deep to cause serious damage.
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U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,281 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,001
died as a result of hostile action,
the Defense Department said.

The figures include three
military civilians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
a.m. EST Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; U'kraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
Kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia one death
each.

Smce May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,143 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 892 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

M No deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

M Marine Cpl. In C. Kim, 23,
Warren, Mich.; died Tuesday
from a non-hostile vehicle inci-
dent in Irag’s Anbar province;
assigned to 9th Communica-
tions Battalion, I Marine Expe-
ditionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

W Army Pfc. Andrew M.
Ward, 25, Kirkland, Wash,;
died Sunday in Ramadi, Iraq,
when his unit was attacked by
small arms fire; assigned to
the 44th Engineer Battalion,
2nd Infantry Division, Camp
Howze, Korea.

Celebs to visit troops

Singer/actor Henry Rollins and
actor Patrick Kilpatrick will be
visiting troops deployed in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Free-
dom during the holidays, accord-
ing to a United Service Organiza-
tions news release.

Rollins, best known as the lead
singer of the bands Black Flag
and the Rollins Band, will be mak-
ing his fourth USO tour. Kil-
patrick, best known for his role i in
the movie “Minority Report,”
‘making his first visit to the Lmnps

For more information on its ce-
lebrity tours, visit the USO Web
site at www.uso.org.

From staff reports
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IN THE STATES

Bush taps new VA chief

Housing, Interior, Labor and Transportatlon secretaries to stay

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush announced on Thursday
that Jim Nicholson, former chair-
man of the Republican National
Committee and current U.S. am-
bassador to the Vatican, is his
choice as the next secretary of
the Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment.

Veterans Secretary Anthony
Principi on Wednesday became
the ninth member of Bush’s
15-person Cabinet to leave.
Nicholson, chosen to replace
him, is a decorated Vietnam vet-
eran.

Bush has also asked the secre-
taries of the Transportation,
Labor, Interior and Housing de-
partments to remain. They have
all agreed, decisions

President Bush introduces Jim Nicholson, his choice to replace
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi. The announcement
took placa Thursday in the Roosevelt Room of the White House.

about which Cabinet members
will stay for his second term.

Bush spoke with the four Cabi-
net secretaries — Transporta-
tion Secretary Norman Mineta,
Interior Secretary Gale Norton,
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Secretary Alphonso Jack-
son and Labor Secretary Elaine
Chao — to secure their decisions
to remain in the Cabinet, White
House press secretary Scott Mc-
Clellan said.

“Jim Nicholson is a patriot, a
‘man of deep conviction who has
answer his country’s call many
times,” Bush said in the brief
Roosevelt Room announcement
ceremony.

Nicholson stood at his side,
with his wife and two of their
children looking on.

“When I think of growing up
dirt poor in a tenant house with-

d been

out plumbing and

to the Vatican.

ham

without food, I marvel at Ameri-
ca, that the boy from Struble,
Towa, may serve in the presi-
dent’s Cabinet. How could this
be?” Nicholson said.

“For me, it is because of the op-
portunities my country gave me
as a cadet at West Point and as a
soldier. These experiences have
defined my life.”

The White House had an-
nounced Wednesday that Trea-
sury Secretary John Snow would
remain in his post.

Bush still must fill the top jobs
at the Energy and Health and
Human Services departments.
McClellan said Thursday he
would not speculate on who
would take those jobs.

Energy chief Spencer Abra-

his
on Nov. 15, which suggests the
White House has had difficulty
finding a replacement.

Medicare chief Mark McClel-

, who also has served as com-
missioner of the Food and Drug
Administration and is the broth-
er of White House press secre-
tary McClellan — is considered
to be Bush’s top choice to re-
place Secretary Tommy Thomp-
son at Health and Human Servic-
es.

The amount of changeover in
Bush’s Cabinet is on the high
side for a second-term presi-
dent. Presidents Bill Clinton and
Ronald Reagan saw seven Cabi-
net seats change hands after
they won new terms, President
Richard Nixon nine and Presi-
dents Harry Truman and Lyn-
don Johnson four each.

Coast Guard copter crashes

Helicopter went down during rescue mission off Alaska’s coast

BY MATT VOLZ
The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A Coast Guard rescue

helicopter ferrying crew mem-
bers from a stranded freighter
crashed in the Benng Sea, leav-
ing six people missing in the
rough and frigid waters. The ship
they left behind ran aground and
split apart.

The other four on the helicop-
ter — three Coast Guard person-
nel and one crewmember —
were picked up by another heli-
copter participating in the res-
cue, the Coast Guard said. They
were taken to Dutch Harbor on
nearby Unalaska Island for medi-
cal treatment.

There was no immediate word
of their condition.

The freighter is owned by Sin-
gapore-based IMC Group and is
registered under a Malaysian
flag. Its crew was Filipino and In-
dian, the Coast Guard said.

Two other people who had

stayed behind on the ship were rescued separately,

as were 18 other crewmembers taken off the ship

earher.

e Coast Guard had been struggling to help the

Copter crashes in
Bering Sea

A Coast Guard helicopter with 10
people aboard crashed into the
Bering Sea while airlifing crew
from a freighter grounded on
Unalaska Island. Six people were
unaccounted for.

ALASKA

Anchorage

Gulfof
Alaska

SOURCE: ESRI AP

738 fool freighter, the Selendang Ayu, since Tues-

day when it began drifting after
its main engine broke down. But
25-foot swells and 30-knot winds
hampered efforts.

Coast Guard Chief Petty Offic-
er Roger Wetherell said the
search was continuing early
Thursday for the six missing. The
‘water temperature was about 43
degrees Fahrenheit and the
waves were as high as 20 feet.

After daybreak a plane and two
helicopters will be dispatched to
join the search, Wetherell said.

“The survival time is right
around three hours in those condi-
tions,” Rear Adm. James Olson,
commander of the Coast Guard in
Alaska, said earlier. “We’ll search
as long as we can be effective
throughout the night.”

Olson said he did not know
whether the crewmembers were
wearing survival gear.

The cause of the crash was not known.

Jeff Logan of Columbus, Ohio, leans down to place plastic flowers and a

bottle of “Dead Guy Ale” on a rock outside of the Alrosa Villa in Colum-

bus, Ohio, on Thursday. A gunman charged onstage there and opened
Di

fire on the band Damageplan, killing guitarist

imebag” Darrell Abbott

and three others before he was shot and killed by police.

: 4 fatally shot
at Ohio concert

Guitarist “Dimebag” Abbott
among those killed at club

BY JAY COHEN
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A gun-
man charged onstage at a night-
club and opened fire on the band
and crowd, killing top heavy
metal guitarist “Dimebag” Dar-
rell Abbott and three other people
before a police officer shot him to
death, authorities said.

The gunman had a hostage in a
headlock and appeared to be pre-
paring to kill him when the offic-
er fired, police spokesman Sgt.
Brent Mull said. The hostage es-
caped uninjured, Mull said.

‘Two other people were hospital-
ized. Police said one was in inten-
sive care and the other stable.

Police identified the gunman as
Nathan Gale, 25, of Marysville, 25
miles northwest of Columbus. Po-
lice said they had no information
on a motive or any connection to
Abbott or his band, the Texas-
based group Damageplan.

Damageplan had just begun its
first song at Alrosa Villa club
Wednesday night when the gun-
‘man climbed onstage, started yell-
ing and shot Abbott five or six
times at point-blank range, wit-
ness Chris Couch said.

Mull said the gunman’s exact
statement was unclear because of
the loud music. He said some wit-
nesses reported hearing an accu-
sation about Abbott breaking up
his former band, thrash-rock pio-
neer Pantera, but it could not be
confirmed whether the speaker
was the gunman or a fan.

Couch, 22, said the man was

wearing a hooded sweat shirt and
was followed by a bouncer and an-
other club employee.

Couch said that after firing on
the guitarist, the gunman shot a
bouncer who had pulled him off
the musician, while fans surged
toward the exit. The gunman then
fired into the crowd of more than
250 people, Mull said.

Mull said Officer James D.
Niggemeyer, patrolling nearby,
arrived within two minutes of
hearing the call. Niggemeyer, 31,
saw one person lying dead and
the suspect holding onto another
“pretty much in a headlock,”
Mull said.

He said the hostage, “probably
a fan, maybe someone who
worked with the band,” was able
to maneuver out of the way be-
fore the officer fired.

Besides Abbott and Gale, police
said the dead included Nathan
Bray, 23, and Erin Halk, 29. Po-
lice said the name of the fifth per-
son killed was being withheld
pending notification of family.

Couch said he believed the
shooter had a plan. “It was defi-
nitely a grudge. It was against
something,” he said.

Mull said he believed there was
amateur video that officers could
view for clues but that police had
no answers yet. “We may never
know a motive for this, unless he
left a note,” Mull said.

Gale has a minor police record
in Marysville, said Police Chief
Floyd Golden. He was pulled over
for driving with a suspended li-
cense last month.
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Spy program draws fire from Democrats

Legislation is separate from intelligence overhaul bill

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The latest mystery in
‘Washington espionage circles came to light in
an unlikely venue: the floor of the U.S. Senate.
Tucked inside Congress’ new blueprint for
USS. intelligence spending is a highly classi-
fied and expensive spy program that drew ex-
ceptional criticism from leading Democrats.

In an unusually public rebuke of a secret
government project, Sen. Jay Rockefeller of
West Virginia, the senior Democrat on the

ous to the national security.” He called the pro-
gram “stunningly expensive.”
h

Each senator — and more than two dozen
current and former U.S. officials contacted by
The Press — declined to further de-

ators — Richard Durbin of Illinois, Carl Levin
of Michigan and Ron Wyden of Oregon — re-
fused to sign the congressional compromise
negotiated by others in the House and Senate
that provides for future U.S. intelligence activ-
ities.

The compromise noted that the four sena-
tors believed the mystery program was unnec-
essary and its cost unjustified and that “they
believe that the funds for this item should be

ommitte

on other i i that

ce,
Wednesday that the program was “totally un-
justified and very, very wasteful and danger-

make a surer and greater contribution to
national security.”

scribe or identify the disputed program, citing
its classified nature.

Thirteen other senators on the Intelligence
Committee and all their counterparts in the
House approved the compromise.

Despite objections from some in the Senate,
Congress has approved the program for the
past two years, Rockefeller said.

The Senate voted to send the legislation to
President Bush on Wednesday night. The bill
is separate from the intelligence overhaul leg-
islation that also won final congressional ap-
proval Wednesday.

Bush rules out tax increase for Social Security

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush on Thursday flatly ruled out
raising payroll taxes to ensure the
solvency of Social Security as he
began a push for historic changes
in the retirement program.

Bush renewed his call for legisla-
tion that would let workers create
private retirement accounts withi
the government-run program.

“We will not raise payroll taxes
to solve this problem,” Bush said
as he met in the Oval Office with
a panel of advisers on the Social
Security issue.

Bush sidestepped questions
about whether the nation can af-
ford to borrow in order to con-
front a shortfall in the trillions of
dollars.

“I will not prejudge any solu-
tion,” Bush said.

At atime of record deficits, esti-
mates of the money needed range
from $1 trillion to $2 trillion or
more over a decade. Bush said
the total unfunded liability is $11
trillion.

“Does this country have the will
to address this problem? I think it

must,” Bush said, sitting next to
Treasury Secretary John Snow
and the members of his panel.

“There is a recognition among
the experts that we have a prob-
lem, and the problem is America
is getting older and that there are
fewer to pay into the system to
support a baby boomer genera-
tion which is about to retire,”
Bush said. “We have a responsibil-
ity to solve problems before they
become acute.”

The call for private accounts is
the most controversial element of

Bush’s vision for a remodeled So-
cial Security. Administration offi-
cials had signaled that

No lighters on planes

WASHINGTON — Passengers
already are barred from smoking
on commercial airline flights in
the United States. Now they
won't be allowed to bring their bu-
tane lighters on board, either.

As part of the intelligence re-
form bill passed Wednesday, Con-
gress added the lighters to the
long list of items, including scis-
sors, pen knives and box cutters,
that passengers are barred from
carrying on to planes. The ban
does not apply to checked luggage.

Parents win lawsuit

CHICAGO — The parents of an
American teenager killed by gun-
men in the West Bank won $156
million from three Islamic groups
and an alleged Hamas fund-rais-
er, one of the first jury awards
against U.S.-based institutions ac-
cused of supporting terrorism.

A federal court jury set $52 mil-
lion in damages Wednesday in
the suit brought by Joyce and
Stanley Boim, the parents of
17-year-old David Boim, who
was shot near the Israeli settle-
ment of Beit EL.

they were leaning toward borrow-
ing to finance the changes, rather
than raising taxes.

A presidential commission in
2001 proposed allowing individu-
als to place up to 2 percent of
their payroll into a private ac-
count to be invested for retire-
ment. Any such plan depends on
alarge infusion of cash to replace
the tax money that would other-
wise fund the government bene-
fits.

Clark counts on being better for New Year’s Eve

BY DEREK ROSE
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — Dick Clark was
in the hospital recovering from a
mild  stroke
Wednesday,

still  hopeful

Times Square
for his New [l
Years  Eve
special.

e
75-year-old en-

tertainment ",
legend  suf- ark
fered  the Clar

stroke Monday and was recuper-
ating at an undisclosed Los Ange-
les-area hospital, his spokesman
said.

“The doctors tell me I should
be back in the swing of things be-
fore too long, s0 'm hopeful to be
able to make it to Times Square to
help lead the country in bringing
in the new year once again,”
Clark said in a statement.

The “American Bandstand” pio-
neer is scheduled to host “Dick
Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve
2005” on ABC for what would be
the 33rd consecutive year.

Clark’s spokesman, Paul She-
frin, called the stroke mild but de-
clined to say whether his speech
had been affected.

“The question in my mind is,
does he have any speech defi-
cits?” said Dr. Albert Favate, a
neurologist at St. Vincent's Hospi-
tal in New York City.

If so— or if Clark has suffered
facial disfigurement or has trou-

ble standing — the three weeks
until New Year’s Eve might not
be sufficient time to recover, Fa-
vate said.

Clark’s Dec. 31 special airs on
ABC but is independently pro-
duced by his production compa-
ny, which also makes the NBC

drama “American Dreams.”

“Our thoughts and prayers are
with Dick,” said Jeff Zucker, pres-
ident of NBC Universal Televi-
sion Group.

Clark made his name after
“Bandstand” went national in the
late 1950s, and he began hosting

the New Year's Eve special to
ring in 1972.

“I had no idea I'd be standing
out there 30 years,” Clark told the
New York Daily News in 2001. “T
always look forward to it. It's an
occasion ... and for New Yorkers
it’s part of everyone’s life.”

From The Associated Press
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IN THE WORLD

Canada’s Supreme Gourt
says gay marriage legal

BY BETH DUFF-BROWN
The Associated Press

TORONTO — In a landmark
opinion, Canada’s Supreme Court
said Thursday that proposed legis-
lation allowing gay marriage is
constitutional, but the govern-
ment cannot force religious offi-
cials to perform unions against
their beliefs.

The Liberal government had
sought the court’s opinion, which
is strictly advisory, as the House
of Commons determines whether
to legalize gay marriage at a feder-
al level. Judges in six provinces
and one territory have already al-
lowed same-sex mamage

Canada would join Belgium and
the Netherlands in allowing gay
marriage if the law is passed.

“Several centuries ago, it would
have been understood that mar-

riage be available only to oppo-
site-sex couples,” the court said in
its opinion. “The recognition of
same-sex marriage in several Cana-
dian jurisdictions as well as two Eu-
ropean countries belies the asser-
tion that the same is true today.”

The legislation is expected to be
introduced early next year.

The federal Conservatives and
even some Liberal lawmakers
were expected to wage a battle to
limit marriage to heterosexuals.

The gay marriage law needs the
backing of at least 155 legislators
in the 308-seat House of Com-
‘mons to pass. It has the backing of
the 38 Liberal Cabinet members
and i believed supported by near-
ly all legislators in the Bloc Quebe-
cois and New Democrat parties,
which have 54 and 19 seats.

Supporters now need support
from about half the 95 Liberal

backbenchers. However, there is
some dissent in the ranl

“I do personally have a pmblem
with redefining marriage and 'm
sure some of my colleagues do as
well,” said Liberal lawmaker Roy
Cullen.

Public opinion in Canada is
evenly divided on the matter, and
both sides are preparing for the
next phase of the battle.

“This is a victory for Canadian
values,” said Alexander Munster
of Canadians for Equal Marriage.

ordon Young, pastor of the
First Assembly of God Church in
t. John’s, Newfoundland, was
hlghly dlsappomted
day for our country,”
Young told CBC television news.

“God is in the DNA of this nation.
We believe that changing the defi
tion of marriage is changing the di-
vine institution that God put m
place for the order of our society.”
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Survwmg the typhoons

A typhoon victim is helped off a rescue helicopter by Red Cross

personnel at the Villamor Air Base in Manila, Phil

pines, on Thursday.

The typhoons last week killed at least 842 people, and more than 750
are still missing. On Thursday, rescuers pulled four survivors from a
building that collapsed in mudslides 10 days ago.

IRA agrees to disarm
but won’t allow photos

The Associated Press

BELFAST, Northern Ireland —
The Irish Republican Army de-
clared for the first time Thursday
that it's willing to get rid of its en-
tire weapons stockpile within
weeks — but it won’t allow any-
body to photograph the disarma-
ment.

The outlawed IRA made its
new offer of speedy disarmament
a day after the British and Irish
governments published a detailed
plan designed to revive a Catho-
lic-Protestant administration, the
intended cornerstone of the prov-
ince’s Good Friday peace accord
of 1998.

The two diametrically opposed
forces that would have to share
power — the British Protestants of
the Democratic Unionist Party and
the Irish Catholics of Sinn Fein,
the IRA-linked party — agree they
are close to a historic pact.

But just as the IRA’s longtime
refusal to disarm has wrecked
previous power-sharing pacts, its

refusal to permit photos of its dis-
armament has become the
deal-breaker this time.

The IRA said Democratic
Unionist leader Ian Paisley “de-
manded that our contribution be
photographed, and reduced to an
act of humiliation. This was never
possible.” But the Democratic
Unionists declared its readiness
for a protracted standoff if the
IRA doesn’t budge on permitting
photos.

All sides agreed Thursday that
the IRA’s latest commitments rep-
resent a stunning advance from
1997, when the underground orga-
nization halted its 27-year cam-
paign against British rule.

The IRA will allow two clergy-
men — one a Catholic priest ap-
proved by Sinn Fein, the other a
Protestant nominated by the Dem-
ocratic Unionists — to act as inde-
pendent observers, another new
commitment.

The IRA also moved closer to
demands for the group to fade
away in a power-sharing deal.

official said Thursday.

termath of a terrorist attack.

Marines arrive at U.S. Consulate in Saudi Arabia

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia — A team of U.S. Marines has arrived in
this Red Sea port to assist in security at a U.S. Consulate that came
under attack this week by Islamic militants, an American Embassy

Such teams typically include 50 Marines and are expert in provid-
ing security and conducting raids in urban areas, Marine officials in
the United States have said. The teams often are deployed in the af-

From The Associated Press




PAGE 14

- STARS AND STRIPES

Friday, December 10, 2004

STARSK4STRIPES,

THOMAS E. KELSCH, Publisher
THOMAS BIERMANN, General Manager, Europe.
L. COL. CYRIL J. SOCHA, Commander

News and Editorial
DAVID MAZZARELLA, Editorial Director
DOUG CLAWSON, Managing Editor
ROBB GRINDSTAFF, Associate Editor
AMRHEIN, Europe Bureau Chief
SCOTT BURGESS, Middle East Bureau Chief
JOE GROMELSKI, Electronic Edition Editor
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS:
Sharon Olson, News. Peter Photikoe, Photo/Graphics
Brian Bowers, Features Sean Moores, Sports.

Addresses
U.S. MAIL: Unit 29480, APO AE 09211
IMI[RHATIHHAI. MAIL: Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim,

0 D0 .41, i (+49) (0) 6155/601416

E-MAIL: News: news@mailestripes osd.mil

@mailestripes osd.mil

529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington DC
20045-1301. Phone DSN 312-763-0900 or Giv. (+1) (202)

9 14th St. NW, Sute
004 101 e DN 2565 48 or

E-mail mamyeuadoqnpe
OMBUDSMAN: Joe Ungaro. Send mmets t: oudsnan, Srs
t W, Suite 350, Washington, D.C
Phone ciilan ' (+1) (401 364-6032 fax
(+1) (401) 364-8696

or e-mail: ombudsman@stripes osd il

How to call us
Editor: DSN 349-8237: mv (+49) (0) 6155/601237
(+49) (0) 5155 601400
155/601225
Girculation: DSN 349- 6 [+09) (0) 6155/601437
Advertising: DSN 349-¢ /
civ. (+49) (0) 5155/501335/“3
News Bureaus
GERMANY 1cn\mlrv code +49)
Bamberg: Rick Emert, 275th BSB, Unit 27535, Box 23541, AP0 AE
0‘1139 7535, tel. DSN 469 7957 av civ. (0) 951/36896; fax DSN

Baumholder: Terry Boyd, 222nd B 400 aE 0003, 1 o1
556083, o o (0 6763-90076, e ot
boydi@mailestipes, osdmil.
Darmstadt i Doughery Uit 29980, 70 AE 09211t DN
9-8406 o civ. (0) 6155-6
o nuugnerwmmanesmpesnm mil; Ward Sanderson, Urit
29080, AP0 AE 09211; te. 3096326 or civ. (0)
6155-601326; e-mail. sandersonw@mal estripes osd.mil and
Jesic gy Uit 200, AP0 A DSZ11 o DSN 349.899 o
G, 0; e-mail: nigoj@nail estripes osd.mi
uemelnem/wlannn im: Jon R. Anderson, Room 117, Romerstr. 104,
6911 Hoieberg ol DS 570-7010 o ot 1 G221Gl0ESE
fax civ. (0) 6221/234;
andersnm(mmaﬂ esmpes o
Kaiserslautern/Spangdahlem: AP AE 09227-3717; 1ol DSN
85585 or i 0 63152104 or 0 B3O, fx k. )

snmpn hatio Cuun, CHR 23, ot 165, AP AE 051070465
tel. DSN 421-2088 or civ. 0711-7292088; e-mail
Lnnnc@maﬂ estripes.osd.mil

burg: Steve Liewer, Tel. DSN 350-6508 or civ, 0931-467-7001;
ot 0) 0931-700372; e-mail: liewers@mail estipes osd.mil
ITALY

AvianoVicenza: Hent Haris, tel. DSN (314) 632-7652 or civ. (39)

0434-66-7652; second line DSN (314) 632-4222 or civ. (39)

y, X
08615, o DS 6265157 or i (39 0BD) S68-5157 fx
626-5150 or civ. (+39) (081) 568-5150; e-
ot @maiLstipes s i, hudy@mal e i
SPAIN

Rota: Scott Schanauer, PSC 819, Box 1, FPO AE 09645, tel. DS
21088 or i (434 (956) 82-1083, fox DS 727-1034 o
civ. (+34) (956) 82-1034
e-mal: schonauers@malestripes.osd.mil

UNITED KINGDOM

RAF Mildenhall: Ron Jensen, Building 465 ECSS-UK, RAF idenall
AP0 AE 09459, tel. DSN 2384868 or cv. (+44)(0)
1638/544868; ax civ. (+44) (0) 1638/ 718013
e-mail:jensenr@mal estipes.osd.mil

WASHINGTON D.(

Bureau editor: Patrick Dickson, 529 14th Strest NW, Suite 350, Wash-
ington DC 20045-1301; tel (+1) (202) 761-0859;
e-mail dicksonp@stripes,osd.mi

Lisa Burgess, i, C+1)703) 652,187, and Leo Share, 529

Street NMW, Suite 350, Washington DC 20045-1301; tel civ
) ol . ot oy 1000 &
burgessi@stripes.osd.mil and shanel@strpes osd.mil

Prited in laly by Edirice Telestampa

S and Stipes (USPS 017250 is pulted cal sl Crnas
and New Year's)for 50 cnts daly and $1 Sunday by the Stars and Sties
oan o, 5291 S, Ste 530 Wzsmng\nn C 20045-1301. Per-
dcals postage pad at Washington, .. Postmster Send address changes
e St rd s Ut 250, AP0 A O
© Eurapean and Pacific Strs and Stripes 2004

This newspaper is authorized fo pubiication by the Department of D

European Command. As & DoD
d STRIPES may be distrbuted through offcal
channels ad use appropreed unds for cistributon t emols and isola-
e locaions where overseas DoD personel are locae
of advertsing in his publicaion,
supplements, does not consTtte ndorsemen by the Degartment of De-
fense orthe STARS and STRIPE o the products or senvices advertsed
Products o senies advrtised n i pubicaion sl be made aval

incluing inserts or

ablefor purchase, use, or patronage without regard o race, coor, elgon,
sex, national orgi, age, martal tatus, physical handicap, poltcal afia.
o, or any other nonmeri actor of the purchaser, user, of patron

STARS AND STRIPES WEB SITE: WWW.STRIPES.COM

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Aerostats are effective

1 did not read “R&R may be in order”
(letter, Nov. 11) to which the writer of “It
was just a joke” (letter, Nov. 26) refers.

I work on the southern-most Aerostat
and assume that the original letter was
about painting a face or some such joke. I
agree that those suggestions are funny and
we here have heard many and have come
up with some of our own. Therefore, the
writer is probably correct in saying that
the author of the first rebuttal needed to
lighten up.

However, I take offense to his sugges-
tion that his deployment is not “any more
secure” because of the Aerostats. I can
only comment on our Aerostat, and I'd like
to point out that it’s probably not his job to
determine the operational effectiveness of
a system he probably knows nothing
about. Does he have a “need to know” to
determine its effectiveness? Or is he shoot-
ing from the cuff?

Command seems to think they are effec-
tive. I know that they are effective. If the
writer’s unit has been here for a year or
more, then hopefully he will get to go
home soon. Also, “improvements” take
time and I'm sure that, overall, the camps
around Baghdad International Airport
have improved drastically since he got
here and will continue to, thanks to the
work of everyone, to include the Aerostat
tea

Peter Clausen
Camp Slayer, Iraq

Arafat worthy of contempt

As much as I enjoy reading letters prais-
ing terrorists (“Arafat legacy not yet real-
ized,” Dec. 1), I feel I must make two cor-
rections.

First, Palestinians have no right to their
own state. They willfully vacated their
land at the urging of Israel’'s Arab neigh-
bors. This was right before they launched
an all-out invasion of the young nation.
Many Palestinians stayed, and today are
full Israeli citizens. Those who fled were
given temporary refuge in Arab countries
until the destruction of Israel was com-
plete. But Israel fought off its attackers
then, and in every subsequent war started
by its inept Arab neighbors. The Palestin-
ians gave up all land rights when they left
to allow a genocidal purge of the other law-
ful inhabitants. Can I lay claim to land in
Scotland? My ancestors fled in the 17th
century when Oliver Cromwell invaded
from England.

Second, the letter writer says Yasser
Arafat will go down in history as a great
leader. Well, if you define “great” in terms
like architect of suicide- bombing cam-
paigns targeting civilians in pizza parlors,
developing a sick and twisted culture that
honors suicide bombers, and instructing
grade-school children in the ways of jihad
and martyrdom, then yes, Arafat was

reat.

Since Arafat’s death, I have watched
with disgust as certain world leaders have
fawned over his evil legacy, elevating him
tothe level of the Rev. Martin Luther King

Dooneshury
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Jr. or Mohandas Gandhi while willfully ig-
noring the thousands who have died horri-
ble deaths as a result of his leadership.
This sort of judgment is sick, twisted and
morally reprehensible.

There are leaders out there worthy of ad-
miration. Arafat is worthy only of con-
tempt.

Tech. Sgt. James E. King
Ramstein Air Base, Germany

Ideology bottleneck dangerous

The writer of “Result of liberal think-
ing” (letter, Nov. 26) states: “It is not what
transpired to get where we are today, but
the motive.” If that means “the ends justi-
fy the means,” I can’t dlsagree more.

If the concept of social justice is a moral
marker that deﬁnes hberahsm then I'm
guilty. Anyone who believes this is incon-
sistent with America’s religious heritage is
wrong. If one insists the Founding Fathers
were religiously homogenous, then review
the history.

Most of the Founding Fathers were, in
fact, attorneys, not ministers. Thomas Jef-
ferson objected to a great deal of Christian-
ity. Indeed, the most influential author of
the American Revolution, Thomas Paine,
was a fervent atheist. Finally, the inspira-
tion for Benjamin Franklin’s Albany Plan
of Union (1765) was the Iroquois Confeder-
acy, which was regarded by some Found-
ing Fathers as a “heathen” entity not
founded as “one nation, under God.”

The Founding Fathers sought to avoid
an official religion as had existed under
the Crown. Under British law, subjects
were required to pay an annual tithe to the
Anglican Church, regardless of what faith
they were. For Americans, this was an in-
furiating requirement.

The Founding Fathers also reasoned the
only protection for the genuine practice of
faith was to spare it the corruption of poli-
tics. The only equitable solution: Declare
our government and laws secular.

T've observed over my career an ideolog-
ical bottlenecking within the ranks. A
great deal of this is due to recruiting prac-
tices that favor football games over college
campuses. This (with partisan revision-

ism) is to the future of our na-
tion.

Let us be reminded that the “United We
Stand” slogan was a paraphrase of Ben
Franklin’s statement at the signing of the
Declaration of Independence: “If we don’t
hang together now, we will certainly hang

” That became “United we
stand, divided we fall.”

In the wake of 9/11 we invoked the
former. After the last election and its resid-
ual rhetoric, it might be healthy now to be
reminded of the latter.

Spc. Kenneth McDonald
Camp Montieth, Kosovo

Disgusted with AAFES

Itis time for the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service to go.

Tam an 11-year veteran of two branches
of service and never have I been so disgust-
ed with AAFES. Is it just me, or am I not
alone in being utterly repulsed by the pros-
pects of having to go to the post exchange.

The prices at the PX are overly inflated,
the products are of substandard quality
and the customer service is virtually non-
existent.

T am constantly returning items, only to
receive another soon-to-be-malfunction-
ing piece of equipment. AAFES's version
of customer service is “I don’t care, you
want it, take it or leave it.”

My comments are not aimed at every in-
dividual employee, but rather at the man-
agement. Most employees are hardwork-
ing and do their best within a bad situa-
tion. However, the management of the PX,
and the Department of Defense as well,
should be ashamed of themselves for the
lack of respect for the military. This
equates to no less than preying on the mili-

ary.

T honestly cannot recall the last time I
saw prices at the PX that were better than
similar off-post establishments. However,
1 am constantly finding better prices off
post. Maybe it was irony that the PX dis-
play a banner urging customers to com-
pare and save. I find this sadly amusing.
We're in Baghdad; I havent really
planned on much comparison shopping off
post; and, of course, the PX has a monopo-
Iy on post. How are we to compare and
save?

Why is the PX really here? Is it for the
military, or is it here because this is a mul-
timillion-dollar opportunity?

Gary Greene

Baghdad

Spangdahlem feast sparkled

T just wanted to thank all those who par-
ticipated in the preparation and dishing
out at Spangdahlem Air Base dining facili-
ty on Thanksgiving Day.

The food was also good and nice and hot.
1 had to work that day (like many others)
but got to go have a brief, but welcomed,
lunch and was greeted many times with a
“Happy Thanksgiving.” All the folks dish-
ing out portions were so eager to please.
My sincere thanks to them!

William J. Krantz
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

A pat-down of TSA procedures is in order

BY RON MOORE

ecent news coverage regarding

the new pat-down procedure used

by passenger screeners of the

Transportation Secunty Adminis-
tration focuses on two primary issues: the
embarrassment of passengers who feel un-
comfortable going through the procedure in
public and reports of screeners performing
the procedure inconsistently. I am a federal
security screener at Baltimore-Washington
International Airport, and I face the frustra-
tions experienced by the traveling public
daily.

But the media reports leave out one impor-
tant element: training.

It's not surprising that travelers face ap-
parently inconsistent searches by passenger
screeners when you consider the TSA’s neg-
ligence in complying with the congressional
mandate that screeners receive three hours
of training each week.

We are subjected to recertification testing
and screeners are dismissed if they fail a
computer test on TSA policies. We also are
subjected to testing on pat-downs by Lock-
heed Martin Corp. workers as a condition of
keeping our jobs. But it seems that the only
time training is taken seriously is before this
testing.

Before each shift, screeners attend a brief-
ing, which goes down in the books as train-
ing time. In my case, on C Pier at BWI, 25 to
30 screeners attend a briefing in a room that
measures 12 by 14 feet; most are standing
and at least 10 of us have to listen from out-
side the door. Many trainers seem unpre-
pared for questions and appear to have no
training experience. Some are downright
belligerent. Recently, when a screener com-
plained that a new procedure for detecting

trace amounts of explosives put him at risk,
he was told that he took the job knowing it in-
volved risks and that if we didn’t follow each
procedure, we could be terminated without
notice. Eventually, the trainer burst into
tears as screeners continued questioning.

That is an extreme case, though. Typical-
ly, we are told that trainers are simply read-
ing the briefing materials when they answer
our questions, indicating to me they don’t un-
derstand the information themselves.

The TSA will not allow screeners time off
from their checkpoints for training because
many airports are severely understaffed.
The agency did not plan properly for the
loss, a little over a year ago, of nearly half its
screening work force to the task of inspect-
ing checked baggage. Moreover, although
our federal security director recently was
awarded a $20,000 bonus, the TSA apparent-
ly lost its training rooms at BWI because it
was unable to pay rent on them. ...

The new personnel system has caused an
attrition rate of more than 20 percent this
year, according to sources inside the agency.
Who would want a job in which you are told
you have to be perfect every time or people
‘may die? Who would want a job in which pas-
sengers can be belligerent and, at times,
‘may physically assault screeners, while man-
agement appears to be primarily concerned
with passengers’ customer service experi-
ence? We are not covered by most laws that
protect the federal work force.

We are not permitted collective bargain-
ing rights, although the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration is officially neutral on
private screeners having such rights. This
leaves screeners vulnerable to cronyism, fa-
voritism and arbitrary disciplinary actions
— just the sort of abuses the civil service sys-
tem was created to prevent. Incredibly, the

B TR

TSA’s parent agency, the Department of
Security, is a similar

ton of the new personnel system should be
s should be permitted

personnel system.

The problem is not a lack of technology. ...
The problem is not a federalized work force.
The problem is the personnel system. Presi-
dent Bush opposed the creation of the TSA
until a provision was written into the law cre-
ating an experimental “merit”-based perfor-
mance system. T am not aware of any screen-
er who has received a merit raise in the agen-
cy’s brief history.

It is time for Congress to step up and take
its oversight role seriously. A full investiga-

to provide tesnmony wnhout fear of retribu-
tion. Are they receiving adequate training?
Is the new personnel system meeting the ex-
pectations of Congress?

The next time you feel that a pat-down is
intrusive or that a screener seems frustrated
or even unprofessional, let the supervisor
know. But also, let Congress know that it is
time to provide real oversight.

Ron Moore s  federal securiy screener working
itmore-Washington Infernational Arport

o Cinthream, Md ent of Local 1 o the

‘American Federation of Government Emy

This cotumn first appeared in The Washington Post.

Military service deserves a position

he Philadelphia-based Foreign Poli-

cy Research Institute held a confer-

ence Monday on the future of re-

serve military forces. The site was
the Union League club.

“The classic French-
Renalssance -style

League House, which oc-
cupies an entire city
block in the center of
Philadelphia’s com-
merce and cultural dis-
trict, is listed in the Na-

tional Historic ~Regis-
ter,” says the League’s
Web site. Being inside
the club reminded me of
how much America’s
elite has degenerated.

The Union League
was founded in 1862 to support the policies
of President Lincoln. On the walls are por-
traits of prominent Philadelphians who gave
their lives fighting for the Union. There are
also plaques of members who died fighting
in World Wars I and II. You can find similar
plaques at Ivy League colleges.

I saw no plaque honoring Union League
members who died fighting in Vietnam and
subsequent conflicts. Nor, I dare say, are
there such monuments at Harvard or Yale.

For much of our history, those who have
benefited most from living in America felt a
special obligation to keep her safe and free.
But the most privileged among us are now
the Americans least likely to serve, and least
likely to express gratitude to those who do.

This has long been a burr under the sad-
dle of one of the presenters at the FPRI con-
ference, Northwestern University professor
Charles Moskos, America’s most prominent
military sociologist. Charlie was drafted into

Jack Kelly

the Army in the late 1950s, benefited from
the experience, and thinks others of Ameri-
ca’s “best and brightest” would as well.

Moskos would love to have the draft rein-
stated, but recognizes that this is not going to
happen. So he’s touting a 15-month enlist-
ment option for the armed forces that would
be appealing to college students. In ex-
change for their service, volunteers would
receive generous education benefits or re-
payment of outstanding student loans.

1 think he’s on the right track. My draft
number was 363. I'd have gone after women
and children. But I dropped out of law
school to join the Marines as a private. I had
abunch of reasons — good, bad and indiffer-
ent — for doing so. But I was doing some-
thing my parents and my classmates regard-
ed as insane.

What pushed me over the edge was the

two-year enlistment option ... and the GI
Bill. I wouldn’t have joined if T had to sign up
for four years or more, or if I didn’t have the
rationalization that I could always finish law
school on the GI Bill.

As it turned out, I loved the Corps. It was
the best experience of my life. I spent 14
years in the Marine and Army reserves.

‘We don’t need to compel the service of the
elite to have an outstanding military. But we
ought to encourage it. Moskos' plan for a
15-month enlistment would work for mili-
tary occupation specialties such as military
police and infantry where extensive training
is not required, if it were coupled with four
years of obligated service in a drilling re-
serve unit. Reserve service is a wonderful
part-time job for college students.

Moskos’ plan could be advanced by termi-
nating what he calls “the GI Bill without the

of privilege

GIL.” The government currently gives low-in-
terest loans and, sometimes, grants to col-
lege students in exchange for, well, nothing.
The government should provide benefits
only in return for service.

This is a sensible reform, but it wouldn’t
have much impact on the most privileged.

In Robert Heinlein’s novel “Starship
Troopers,” only veterans could vote. That
goes too far. But suppose we made it a re-
quirement for holding federal elective office
that candidates for the House and Senate
must have an honorable discharge from the
U.S. armed forces? Those who are unwilling
to serve should not be permitted to lead.
Jack Kelly is the national affairs writer for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo (Ohio)
Blade. A former Marine and Green Beret, he was a
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force in the

an administration. His column appears weekly

in Stars and Stripes.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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YOUR MONEY

Volvo is good gamble
for power, performace

Dear Tom and Ra

1 know you guys don 't like big
SUVs, so youw'll be glad to hear
that we are downsizing from an

We want something sporty, with
some power. Consumer Reports
recommends the Volvo wagon

other look at something nice and
safe — like that Volvo, Tom.
RAY: Fortunately, for recover-
ing SUV drivers, there are lots of
great wagons and sport wagons
on the road now. But if the Volvo
is too boring-looking for you and
the Mercedes wagon is too expen-
sive, you're a perfect candidate

only. It is nei- fnr a Dodge
ther sporty . Magnum
norpoverrt, — Olick and Clack & you can
and it looks Liivih aii viduvnt convince your
like a box on Tom and Ray Magliozzi wife to  be
four wheels. seen in it.

We like the Audi wagon, with its
250 horsepower and twin turbos,
but Consumer Reports won’t rec-
ommend it due to its lack of reli-
ability. We haven’t driven the
Mercedes wagon yet, but it is low
on horsepower and high on price.
What would you recommend?

T

— Tom

RAY: What's with the power ob-
session, Tom? You know, there
are other ways to combat hair
loss — minoxidil, for example.

TOM: If you don’t like the looks
of the Volvo, that’s fine. But the
V70 wagon has four optional en-
gines, ranging from 168 to 300
horsepower. What's not powerful
about that7

ctually, we find the
25iter ¢ cyhnder turbo engine
that makes 208 horsepower to be
just right for that car.

TOM: Getting more power than
you need usually just adds weight
to the car, wastes your gas money
and encourages you to drive like
a knucklehead and wrap yourself
around a tree. And I guess if
you're going to drive like a knuck-
lehead and wrap yourself around
atree, you might want to take an-

Name

Dow Jones maustrias
Dow Jones Transportation
Dow Jones Uilties

TOM: Yeah. It does tend to drip
testosterone, if you know what I
mean. Especially the red ones. So
show her a nice, subdued silver
one.

RAY: But it's a pretty nice car.
It’s got a chassis based on the previ-
ous-generation Mercedes E-class
(Mercedes and Chrysler are part

he same company now). It's
larg comfortable and
avallable Wlth ‘all-wheel drive.

TOM: Reliability is unknown, so
we can't give you any assurance
there. But the price is right. With
all-wheel drive and a 250-horse-
power V-6 engine (like the one
you wanted in the Audi), the Mag-
num starts at about 28 grand. So,
try it with the 3.5-liter V-6 engine,
Tom. I think you’ll find it’s every-
thing you need. And then you can
spend the savings on a week at the
Skip Barber Racing School — and
wrap HIS cars around a tree next
to the lrack, where aggressive
driving belong;

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care
per, or e-mail them by vis
Falk Section of cars.com on the

e Wab. Diatsiputeq by King Féatures
syndicate Inc.

NYSE Composite
Amex index
Nasdag Composite
2P 500
&P MidCap .7
Russell 2000 63116
DJ Wilshire 5000 11,637.01 45491 41 x
NYSE Naspaa
MosT ACTIVE (51 or wore) | MOST ACTIVE (51 or wore) | MoST ACTIVE (51 o wore)
Name Vol (00) Name Vol (00) Chg | Name Vol () Last Chg
1 S T ] T )
Noo i 0767 376 03 |Semm 3t 10) Migosot oIom9 213+
fizer 200150 27.50  +30 | iShJapan 03 »DE Nasd100Tr 861504 81 +.
hgere 12 sh| el o intel 26 2300
Merck 202111 2869 +80 | BemaGold 77323 317 isco 2816 1980+
yiegy 196072 470 52 |DiADam 0188 10501+ [Omde o0 121+
Texinst 172830 2405 -9 |iSHRs2000 56800 12620 4139 | SunMico 362718 530
GenElec 160791 3571 +.40 | OilSVHT 45940 06 +31 | CMGI 15092 234
Won s 148869 3789 155 | SP Engy 45741 3550  +.24 | ApldMat 306847 1727 -2
VimpelCs 147359 3010 -838|GoldStrg 44049 360 -211JDS Umph 200810 308+
KEY DEFENSE STOCKS KEy MuTuAL Funps
YD
Name Chg %Chg | Neme NAV  Chg. %Ret.
liant Technosystem 64 +123 Fidelity Invest: Grolnc 3786 +18 416
prmor Holdngs 61 455D | Fidlty imest: aroCo. & ]
S5 453 | amerConuyiviUia 87 413 478
amputer Siences 5% | iy St o F i 1}
ngineered Sup Sys +55 runﬂsA GrinA p 1888 +09 480
nealDynamics a5 4163 | fidlty Imest ANt it At
General e o i e B9 v a1
allpuron Allvesinents & Constp 2230 +18 437
s Cor. ) 2 o s
Allied Signal Fidelity Invest: Ovrs: 34.32 =10 +10.0
L3 Commications e 1 R
Lockheed Martir Fidelity Advisor T: EqinT 2807 +07 490
NorthnG s S SGones 2152+l 413
aytheon Putnam Funds A: GlbEgty p £13 401 490
Rotkl ot AN invesinents & Wenghp 1278 +08 458
‘Sequa Corp. M Investments A: ChartAp ~ 12.55 +04 456
Toas nstruments el ych : Balca iz ]
Todonnc. cudderFuns . il Fds rri i if
Unted Technologies ety Ao TOwseaT 1123 M #36
i Abbet A D LY T
cudderFonds S Income s 103 +05 451
el inch L UsGy. 1035 vl 43
< Fun R Y]
fanrnds A GoAp  Bs 01

Still time for tax planning

BY ALBERT B. CRENSHAW
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — With j
four weeks left in 2004, now's lhe
time for any last- mmule tax plan-
ning you want to

Last calls of this aon have taken
on a new dimension recently be-
cause a growing number of tax-
payers, even fairly ordinary, mid-
dle-income ones, are being caught
up in the maw of the alternative
minimum tax. And while it's diffi-
cult to escape the AMT, there may
be a few things you can do.

By now, most people have at
least heard of the AMT, but those
who still think of it as what it was
intended to be — a special tax to
make sure rich people pay at
least something to the govern-
ment — are badly out of date.

Because of the AMT’s structure,
and_ Congress’ unwillingness to
change it, the tax’s impact has
been creeping steadily down the i -
come scale. Lawm
tend a very modest relief pro
this fall, but nonetheless mlllmns
of Americans will have to pay the
tax this year, and many more will
be forced to do calculations to see
whether they have to pay it.

Upper-middle-income taxpay-
ers and an increasing number of
middle-income ones who live in
high-tax jurisdictions and/or who
have large families or certain
kinds of deductions are likely to
be caught up in it.

“The AMT has morphed into a
stealth tax that traps taxpayers
of more modest means,” said
Laurie Asch, senior tax analyst
with RIA, a firm that provides in-
formation and software to tax
professionals.

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates
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British pound .
Japanese yen (Det

Guth Koréan won (De

Balain Qinar)

e by
Denmark (Krong
Egypt (Pound)
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Hungary (Forint)..
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Essentially the AMT works
this way: First you do your taxes
the regular way.

Then you do the AMT. That in-
volves taking your regular taxable
income, adding back in certain de-
ductions that are not allowed under
the AMT, and then applying a large
“exemption amount” — really a
sort of standard deduction — to
find your AMT

ianfs of chess simultaneously,”
It's dlfﬂcull to know for sure
whether you will have to pay the
AMT without actually doing both
regular and AMT calculations.
However, there are certain in-
come and deduction items that
many people have that can be trig-

gers for the AMT.
W Home mort-

taxable income. -t neonle hav gage interest.

T come  Most people have g e
apply  special it lea. oar ¢ nance this year?
AMT tax rates at least heard of Under the regu-
— 26 percent the alternative lar tax, interest
up to $175,000 i on up to
and 28 percent  ninimum tax, but $100,000 of refi-
above that — nanced  mort-

and see what

those who s
think of it as

Hill

gage debt is de-
ductible, even if
you didn’t put

that to your reg- . the money into
ular tax a what it was the house. But
pay whichever . its not deduct-
is higher. intended to be —  ivlefor AMT un-
Thls means, . . less it did go for
as you can see, a special tax to home improve-
that the lower ) o
your reguiar  make sure vich ™8 Stndard de-
ax, the more ; ; duction and per-
likely you are people pay at sonal  exemp-

to be hit by the

OVer the
years, regular
tax rates have
been cut, and
brackets and
many other fea-
tures have been
indexed for inflation. But such ad-
justments have not been apphed
to the AMT. Thus, the AMT’s defi-
nition of “rich” steadily encom-
passes more taxpayers.

Congress did pass a temporary
boost in the exemption amount —
it’s now $58,000 for married cou-
ples filing jointly, $40,250 for sin-
gles and $29,000 for married fil-
ing separately — and this fall law-
makers extended that through
next year. But since the exemp-
tion phases out as income levels
increase, it doesn’t help higher-in-
come families very much.

Because of differences be-
tween the regular tax and the

— such as deductions that
are allowed in the former and not
in the latter — strategies that
lower regular tax can be counter-
productive because they trigger
AMT. That, of course, was the
original point of the AMT, but it
wasn’t supposed to whack gar-
den-variety taxpayers.

As a result, for taxpayers at or
near the AMT, “year-end tax plan-
ning can be like playing two

least something
to the government
— are badly out
of date.

tions. These re-
duce regular tax-
able income, but
they must be
added back when
you figure your
AMT  income.
This feature is
one that can
catch big families, since there’s a
personal exemption for each child,
especially if they have other regu-
lar tax deductions that are not al-
lowed for AMT.

M State and local taxes. Under
the new tax law, taxpayers have
the option of deducnng either state
and local income taxes or state and
local sales taxes, at least when fig-
uring their regular federal income
tax. This was meant mainly as a
favor for residents of states with no
income tax, but it raises the possi-
bility that such folks, after they
happily claim their new deduction
on their regular returns, will get a
nasty AMT surprise.

B Incentive stock  options.
Under regular rules, no tax is trig-
gered by the exercise of these op-
tions. Regular tax is levied only
when you sell the underlying
shares. However, you are
AMT-taxable on the difference be-
tween the price at which the op-
tion allows you to buy the stock

e current market value of
the stock. So anyone who exer-
cised such options this year needs
to watch out for the AMT.

ents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

Setting financial goals

BY NANCY DUNNAN

The federal government has
just published My Money Tool
Kit. This free package of publi-
cations will help you organize
your finances, plan for the fu-
ture, protect your credit record,
set up a budget, manage your
spending and avoid ID theft.

It also has sound advice about
saving, investing and Social Se-
curity.

Place your order at: www.my
‘money.gov.

Financial ad\
security ana\yst Nancy ‘bunnan s
w to Invest $50 to

$5000." She writes a weekly column
for theonlineinvestor.com
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EUROPEAN FORECAS

Benelux: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
pockets of dense fog in the morning.
Highs in the fow 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with fog in the morning. Highs
in the low 50s

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with fog
throughout the day. Highs in the
upper 30s.

France: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
pockets of fog in the morning. Highs
in the mid 40s in the north, to lower
60s in the south

Northern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy with pockets of fog in the
morning. Highs in the low to mid
s.

Southern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy with pockets of fog in the
morning.” Highs in the upper 30s to
mid 40s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 30s.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy with pockets of fog in the
momning.  Highs in the mid 50s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rainshowers and isolated
thunderstorms. Highs in the upper
50s to low 60s.

Kosovo: Partly to mostly cloudy with
‘morning fog.”Highs in the low 40s.

Norway: Partly cloudy becoming
‘mostly cloudy with rain/snow
overnight.”Highs in the 40s.

. 61/42 it
B .
64/44 B, s"""‘ ay Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy with
iS pockets of fog in the morning and
‘ isolated rainshowers along the south-
MoRogse ’ pean forecast for 10 D 2004 ern coast. Highs in the upper 50s to
mid 60s.
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Alamo letter auction

SAN ANTONIO — A

copy of the letter
written by the Texas com-
mander at the battle of the

Alamo pleading for backup
and pledging ‘“victory or
death” was auctioned for
$299,200.

The letter from Will-
iam Barret Travis, one
of only four known cop-
ies, was sold along
with another letter
that later announced the defenders
had lost the March 1836 battle,
said Lauren Gioia, a spokeswoman
for Sotheby’s. The second letter
was auctioned for $78,

Both letters were removed from
a private collection being auc-
tioned in June when a retired deal-
er of historic Texas items ques-
tioned whether they rightfully be-
longed to the Texas State Library.

Volunteer scam artist

PHILADELPHIA — A Red

Cross employee and two
other people were accused of steal-
ing the identities of about 40 blood
donors and using the information
to obtain about $268,000 in cash
and merchandise.

In 2002 and 2003, Red Cross
data entry clerk Danielle Baker,
33, of Collingswood, N.J., filched
names, addresses, dates of birth,
Social Security numbers, tele-
phone numbers and places of em-
ployment from the computer
records of people who had partici-
pated in corporate blood drives in
Philadelphia, ~U.S.  Attorney
Patrick Meehan said.

Harold J. McCoy III, 33, and

R. Long, 36, of Dayton

ROUNDUP

erage 45-year life expectancy for
Asian elephants in captivity in
North America.

Party-house lawsuit

BERKELEY — First they

flung chunks of a cooked
pig at passing cars. Then another
resident of the student housing
co-0p beheaded a chicken with gar-
den shears, said shocked neigh-

And a few months back, a guy on
the rooftop deck was heard yelling,
“Where’s the heroin?”

Le Chateau is the University of
California’s own Animal House, its
neighbors say, and they want a
court to force the landlord to pay
them damages for their years of
suffering through raucous naked
pool parties, nighttime bongo
drumming and piles of rat-friendly
garbage.

Twenty-one people are asking
for a total of $105000 in
small-claims court — $5,000 each

Ohio, then used the i
obtain credit, cash counterfelt
checks and get bank loans, Mee-
han said.

Justice — 20 years late

WINSTON-SALEM — A

man will plead gmlty to kill-
ing a woman in 1984, a crime that
‘wrongly sent another man to pris-
on for 18 years, his attorney said.

Willard E. Brown, 44, will plead
gullty to the murder, rape and kid-
napping of Deborah Sykes in ex-
change for one life sentence. The
plea agreement, announced by pub-
lic defender Pete Clary, allows
Brown to avoid the possibility of a
death sentence.

Brown will also plead guilty to a
robbery charge and receive a sen-
tence of 10 years, to be served in
addition to the life sentence. A
10-year-old state law abolished pa-
role in such murder cases.

But Brown will be eligible for pa-
role under sentencing laws in

place at the time of Sykes’ murder.

Elephant moving day

DETROIT — Winky and

‘Wanda, two aging, arthritic
elephants, will spend their retire-
ment in the foothills of California’s
Sierra Nevada mountains, away
from the cramped, cold Detroit
Zoo.

After months of wrangling, De-
troit Zoo director Ron Kagan
reached an agreement with two
other zoos and an accreditation
group to send Winky and Wanda to
California’s Performing Animal
Welfare Society sanctuary for a
milder climate and more space.

Wanda, 46, has arthritis and
S1-year-old Winky has foot prob-
lems. Both have surpassed the av-

ng that the com-
plex of three buildings has been a
public nuisance since the Universi-
ty Students Cooperative Associa-
tion bought it in 1977.

Religious float banned
DENVER — An attorney
has offered to explore alaw-

suit on behalf of a pastor whose

church was barred from entering a

Misty walk

A pedestrian walks out of the fog
along a sidewalk in downtown
Lawrence, Kan.

Christmas _float in
Denver’s Parade of
Lights.

“If he has an interest
in carrying it to the next
level, we're ready,” said
Mike Norton, lawyer for
the Alliance Defense Fund,
which takes on religious lib-
erty cases primarily for
Christian clients.

Morrison wanted to enter a
float featuring multicultural
Christian themes and a Merry
Christmas message. Parade
officials told a representative from
Morrison’s church, the 4,000-mem-
ber Faith Bible Chapel, that reli-
gious messages aren’t allowed be-
cause they might offend others.

%

Teens run over by SUV

ST. AUGUSTINE — A

woman ran over two teen-
age brothers after they accidental-
Iy hit her sport utility vehicle with
the golf ball they were bouncing in
a parking lot, officials said, leaving
one of the boys with life-threaten-
ing injuries.

Isiah Grayer, 14, and his
16-year-old twin stepbrothers, Jus-
tin and Jamel Marshman, were
bouncing the golf ball in a shop-
ping center parking lot when it
went astray and struck a sport utili-
ty vehicle driven by Kathy
Feaganes Allen, 47, St. Johns Coun-
ty sheriff's Deputy Greg Suchy
said.

Suchy said no damage was done,
and the boys apologized and began
to walk away. Allen started to
drive away, but suddenly made a
U-turn, ran over a median and
struck Grayer and Justin Marsh-
‘man before knocking over a light
pole, Suchy said.

She then drove after Jamel
Marshman, crossing two medians
and striking a utility box before
her SUV stopped in a ditch, Suchy
said. The boy ran away and was
not struck.

Ajudge ordered Allen held with-
out bail on three counts of attempt-
ed murder.

Campus security review

Towa City — The University

of Iowa is reviewing campus
security measures in light of re-
cent vandalism at a campus labora-
tory. A new group has been formed
to review how the university can
better account for all keycards is-
sued. The university temporarily
closed Seashore Hall last month
after vandals removed animals
and spilled chemicals in a psychol-
ogy lab.
The Animal Liberation Front
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

Brother gets his thanks

ALBUQUERQUE —

When University of New
Mexico Hospital workers didn’t let
8-year-old Christina Martinez visit
her wounded brother, she wouldn’t
allow it.

“I told them, ‘He saved my life,
and I want to see him,’ ” she said
of her visit to the hospital — and fi-
nally to her brother’s bedside Sun-

ay.

“T just said to him, ‘Thank you
for saving me and I love you,” ”
Christina said.

Angel Martinez, 10, was mauled
by a Rottweiler over the weekend
at a park after he pushed the dog
off Christina. He was in satisfacto-
ry condition at the hospital.

3 Curtis Johnson, 13, of Cleve-
Try]ng tO keep balance land, battles a strong gust of
wind as he walks by the fallen Christmas tree on Public Square in Cleve-
land. The 40-foot tree snapped off about 5 feet up on the trunk because
of winds up to 55 mph.

2 3 Bradley Kozusko, left, Emily
Can’t take it any l()nger Hutto, center, and Marissa
Pecora, right, led their classmates during the Santa Parade in St. Peters-
burg, Fla. Hutto paused to scratch her face, saying that her costume was
itchy.

Brianna Stockstill, 2, pets Star, a female rel
Can you ﬂy? deer, at the Deer Farm and Exotic Petting Zoo in
Seviervlle, Tenn.
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lunging for charity

Former Miss Nebraska Krista Knicely-Anderson, left, Miss Douglas County
Mary Bosshart, center, and Miss Nebraska Brook Matthews sprint to get

out of Lake Zorinsky after taking part in the Polar Bear Plunge. The annual event is a fundraiser for the Special

Olympics.

H 3 i Mookie the B: tt hound,
Being cute is a rough job Fete e e o as

he and his friends have their picture taken with Santa in El Paso, Texas.

Hang on cowboy!

Cory Melton, of Keithville, La.,
rides Paleface in the first perfor-
mance of bull riding at the National
Finals Rodeo, at the Thomas &
Mack arena in Las Vegas.

Graceful ballerinas

¥

Dancers perform “Waltz of the Snowflakes” from “The Nutcracker” at
Breakfast with Santa, hosted by the Young People’s Ballet Theatre at Paavo-
la School of Dance in Flint Twp., Mich.

Large settlement

SAN FRANCISCO — An

anti-war protester who
sued San Francisco after a police
officer broke her arm with a baton
strike during a demonstration
would get one of the city’s larg-
est-ever payouts in a police case,
under an $835,000 deal that the Po-
lice Commission has approved.

The settlement was reached in a
federal lawsuit filed by Linda Vac-
carezza, 39, who claimed her civil
rights were violated when Police
Officer Anthony Nelson clubbed
her during the street protests that
swept through downtown March
20,2002, the day after U.S.-led forc-
es invaded Iraq.

Vaccarezza suffered a broken
forearm during the incident, which
another protester recorded on vid-
eotape.

Man gets life in prison
RIVERHEAD — A Long Is-
land man was sentenced to

20 years to life in prison for killing

his girlfriend’s 4-year-old son be-

cause the boy urinated in his
truck.

Shawn Clark, 38, was sentenced
after a jury found him guilty last
month of second degree murder
for the Feb. 1, 2003, beating death
of Isaiah Silver.

The Suffolk District Attorney’s
office said Clark was angry that he
had to bring the boy along on a
date with his girlfriend, Tabitha
Clark, 25. The boy urinated in his
truck on the date.

Prosecutors said Shawn Clark
punched the boy in the stomach
after the three returned home
from a trip to Brooklyn. The next
day, the boy began throwing up
and stopped breathing.

Teacher faces jail time

CHARLESTON — Susan-

na Robinson, a sixth-grade
teacher in Monroe County, faces a
fine of up to $1,000 and 90 days in
jail because she propped open her
classroom door with a rubber door-
stop.

An assistant fire marshal issued
the state fire code violation citation
and co ated the doorstop dur-
ing a visit to Mountain View Ele-
mentary and Middle School in
Union. No court date has been set.

le market move

CINCINNATI — Some ten-
ants of Ohio’s oldest munic-
ipal market say they’ll consider
moving across the Ohio River into
Kentucky because of rising rent
and a requirement to open on Sun-
days.
Vendors at Findlay Market face
a Dec. 17 deadline to sign leases
for 2005.
The market says the move to
mandatory Sunday hours reflects
how people shop today.

Pos

Teen gets probation

MARCO ISLAND — Ac-

cused as the ringleader of a
planned violent attack on his high
school, a 16-year-old boy received
probation after apologizing for
what he described as a joke among
friends.

Circuit Judge William Blackwell
agreed to withhold a conviction for
Russell Mescall on the misdemean-
or charge to which he pleaded no
contest in October, disruption of a
school function at Lely High

School.

The sheriff’s office began investi-
gating after a fourth-grader alert-
ed an elementary school youth rela-
tions deputy that he had overheard
his sister talk about several older
boys making “a blood pact” and
talking about killing people, court
records show.

Workers may strike

LAWRENCE — Seven hun-
dred workers at Malden
Mills Industries could go on strike
after the mill’s largest union voted
231-198 to reject the company’s
final three-year contract offer.
The textiles company gained na-
tional renown in 1995 when the
owner decided to keep workers on
the payroll after a fire destroyed
the company’s main factory.

Davis returns to law

LOS ANGELES — Former

Gov. Gray Davis, recalled
by California voters a year ago, has
returned to law practice as an attor-
ney with Loeb & Loeb in Los Ange-
les.

Davis, 61, will work in the
210-lawyer firm’s corporate group
and will assist its partners in “de-
veloping business relationships,”
said Loeb & Loeb co-chairman
John Frankenheimer.

Objection under fire

ESTES PARK — City

Trustee David Habecker
may lose his seat in a recall elec-
tion for sitting silently during the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Habecker, a former president of
the Lion’s Club and a town trustee
for 12 years, said he objects to the
words “under God.”

The pledge, written in the 1892,
didn’t include those words. They
were added in 1954 during Sen.
Joe McCarthy’s pursuit of commu-
nists, Habecker said.

He said he is basing his stand on
Article VI of the U.S. Constitution,
which says no religious test shall
be required as a qualification for
any office.

Opponents organized a recall
election drive and an election date
will be set soon.

Tough as steel

ST. PETERSBURG — A

chocolatier  hand-dipped
raspberry truffles in chocolate in-
side a new shop as seven men
heaved and tugged at the
10,000-pound Mosler safe sitting
nearby.

It had taken four hours and
snapped two pieces of metal equip-
ment just to move the massive
green safe 15 feet to the store en-
trance.

Built by the company whose
safes withstood the atomic bomb
on Hiroshima, the safe almost
rolled into the street at one point.

But the men from several safe-
cracking companies accomplished
what many had failed to do over
the years: They got the Mosler safe
out the front door for the first time
in decades.

It has been a fixture in the build-
ing, listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, since about the
1920s or early 1930s.

Mosler Safe Co. of Hamilton,
Ohio, folded several years ago. It
also is known as the company that
built vaults that hold gold at Fort
Knox.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Living

the lyrics

Alison Krauss feels kinship with
music after 20 years of bluegrass

BY JOHN GEROME
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. For many enter-
tainers, growing older is a liability and age is
best kept a secret.

Not for Alison Krauss.

The 33-year-old says the years help deep-
en the well she draws from to sing about
other people’s lives.

“I think the older I get, the more T'm able
to relate to the songs I'm singing,” she says.
“I've been doing this since I was a !eenager,
and I had a very nice childhood. [But] you're
not going to sound like you've lived much if
you haven't.”

Last month, she and her bluegrass band
Union Station released their latest album,
“Lonely Runs Both Ways.”

Krauss describes it as their most emotion-
al work yet, with songs that explore transi-
tion (“Goodbye Is All We Have”); lost love
and loneliness (“Borderline”); and spirituali-
ty (“A Living Prayer”).

Her somber, breathy vocals come across
like a gray November day on the Gillian
Welch/David ~ Rawlings  composition
“Wouldn’t Be So Bad” and on other ballads
such as “Doesn’t Have to Be This Way” and
“If I Didn’t Know Any Better.”

The album’s title is taken from the lyrics
to “Borderline,” and it sets the tone: “So
you're on your own / Looking down the road
/ That goes only by one name / And you don’t
need the signs / To see lonely still runs both
ways.”

Krauss’ band keeps things from getting
too morose. There’s the uptempo Jerry Dou-

former truck driver whose “The Lucky
One,” “Let Me Touch You for Awhile,” and
“Forget About It” were previously popular-
ized by Krauss.

“They all sound like classics but they
don’t sound like anything else, which doesn’t
make any sense,” Krauss said of Castle-
man’s work. “But the next time the chorus
comes around you know it. And you think
you've known it your whole life.”

Krauss spoke at her management office
while her S-year-old son, Sam, played in the
next room. She was dressed casually in
denim overalls and a T-shirt with her hair
pulled up and wearing little makeup — more
like a busy mom than a superstar singer
who’s won more Grammys than any female
artist (17, one more than Aretha Franklin).

“He goes with me everywhere, and that’s
awesome,” she says of Sam. “I thought ‘Oh
my God, how lucky I am that I can do that.” ”

Krauss grew up a fan of classic rock
bands like AC/DC and Aerosmith in Cham-
paign, 111, about 140 miles south of Chicago,
and began playing violin at her mother’s sug-
gestion.

“My mom and dad wanted to put my broth-
er and I in everything — art classes, sports.
One of the things we were going to do is take
an instrument for five years, and she chose
the violin for me because my brother had
the piano already. They bought me a book,
and I listened to records. I made a tape of
whatever song I wanted to learn and would
play it like 35 times.”

She soon was winning ribbons and tro-
phies at bluegrass fiddle contests. She began
in a bluegrass group when she

glas-penned
Branch” and Dan Tyminski’s lwangy deliv-
ery on covers of Woody Guthrie’s “Pastures
of Plenty” and Del McCoury’s “Rain, Rain
Go Away.”

Ron Block sings on the sclf-penned “I
Don’t Have to Live this Way.

Four of the 15 songs Were written by
Krauss’ friend Robert Lee Castleman, a

was only 12, and by 16 released her first
album, “Too Late to Cry.”

As well as anyone, Union Station has man-
aged to stay true to its bluegrass roots while
appealing to country and even pop listeners.

They've recorded the traditional “Down
to the River to Pray” and Ralph Stanley’s
“Heaven’s Bright Shore” as well as Bad

AP

Bluegrass musician Alison Krauss performs on the fiddle with her band Union Station at
the FleetBoston Pavilion in Boston in this May 31 photo.

Company’s “Oh, Atlanta” and the Allman
Brothers’ “Midnight Rider.”

In the process, they've sold 7 million al-
bums — an extraordinary number for a blue-
grass band.

“They've turned a lot of people on to the
music and caused a lot of people to want to
go out and learn how to play,” said Dan
Hays, executive director of the International
Bluegrass Music Association.

Of their crossover appeal, Hays said: “T
don’t think they’re purposely trying to make
‘music to appeal to a certain audience. I think
they're just making the best music they
know how to make and the music that’s in

their hearts. The music is what’s most impor-
tant to them. If it goes platinum, they’re all
the happler for it, but it's not their motiva-

" While purists may scoff at the band's n-
strumentation, choice of material or their
mass commercial success, Krauss doesn't
worry.

“Ifs not that I don’t think, ‘Oh we're going
to get nailed for that one, because I think
about that, too,” she says. “But the people
that I want to impress are those guys I play
with every night. If they like the kind of
tunes I may bring to the table — and I know
Ron [Block] feels the same way — if they
like it, we're OK.”

Red carpet treatment for Jones Reynolds

There’s just no keeping Star Jones Reynolds off Holly-
wood’s red carpets.

Jones Reynolds will chat with nomi-
nees and guests as they arrive at the
Beverly Hilton when she hosts E! En-
tertainment Television’s  two-hour
“Live From the Red Carpet: The 2005
Golden Globe Awards” on Jan. 16.

“I have watched [the show] for
years as a fan,” she said in a state-
ment Tuesday. “To be able to partici-
pate in all the fun and excitement
now as the host is a dream come

Jones Reynolds

Jones Reynolds, who has a daytime
gig as a co-host of ABC’s “The View,”
first stepped on the carpet for E! in September at the
Emmy Awards.

She replaced Joan and Melissa Rivers after the moth-
er-daughter duo took their acerbic fashion commentary to
the TV Guide Channel in July.

Jones Reynolds married banker Al Reynolds in a
star-studded Park Avenue ceremony in New York last
month.

Roberts richest of the rich

Julia Roberts is a mommy with big money.

The 37-year-old actress, who recently gave birth to
twins, tops The Hollywood Reporter’s annual list of the
highest-paid actresses. Her paycheck per film? $20 mil-
lion.

“Charlie’s Angels” star Cameron
Diaz, also with a $20 million price tag,
is ranked second because her face
was missing from the big screen this
vear (though her voice was featured
in the animated “Shrek 2”).

Nicole Kidman, Reese Wither-
spoon and Drew Barrymore, worth
$15 million each, filled the top five,
followed by Halle Berry ($14 mil-
lion), Sandra Bullock and Angelina
Jolie (both earning $12 million to $15
million per film), and Renee Zell-
weger and Jennifer Lopez ($12 mil-

Roberts

lion each).

The Women in Entertainment issue also includes a pay-
check tally of “Five Breakout Performers.” Kirsten Dunst
is No. 1 at $8 million, followed by Lindsay Lohan ($7.5 mil-
lion), Jessica Alba ($3 million), Mandy Moore ($3 million)

and Sarah Michelle Gellar ($2 million).

Casualties in ‘War of the Worlds’

A crew that was filming scenes for Steven Spielberg’s
“War of the Worlds,” based on H.G. Wells’ novel about an
invasion from outer space, lost a few extras in the Connect-
icut River last weekend.

Two adult-size mannequins got free and drifted south
down the river during filming on the riverbank in Wind-
sor, Conn., said Windsor police Lt. Sh-
annon Haynesv

Despite a search by the movie pro-
duction’s water safety crew, the man-
nequins weren’t recovered, and other
police departments along the river-
front were alerted.

“We just wanted them to know that
if they got any calls about bodies float-
ing in the river,” Haynes said Mon-
day. “But we never heard anything
about them being found.”

Spielberg and star Tom Cruise shot
sequences across the state last week,
including several scenes at an old
chemical plant in Naugatucl
Stories and photos from The Associated Press

.
Spielberg
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Horoscope

This moming, the moon joins the
sun’s party in Sagittarius, and ener-
gies line up to prepare for tomor-
row’s compelling new
moon. Getting the most of
this powerful transit requires
introspection and personal
time. Figure out the area in
your life you'd most like to
improve, and be ready to
take your first action to that
end tomorrow.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 10). You'll
succeed where others have
failed! Ingenuity takes you
into new teritories this year.
Leap into a romance this
month — you're especially compati-
ble with Libra and Taurus. Couples
eembark on a joint mission that isn't
easy, but the gold at the end is well
worth the adventure. Education
gives you a new way to make
money this spring.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You are moving from a grandiose
vision to the implementation of
specific objectives. Roll up your
sleeves — you're in for some fun!
Beware of someone who gives a
compliment and asks for a favor at
the same time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Maybe your ambitions are veering
away from your original idea, but
who's o say your new aims won't
be more fun to accomplish anyhow?
Be willing to see yourself as some-
one with talents the world has yet to
discover.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). If
you've got the network to make
things happen, they happen all right.
So instead of focusing on doing
everything yourself, get out there
and do what you do best —
schmooze! Be sure to collect con-
tact information on new people.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Your friends are your wealth. You
may think you don't have time to
make any more, but the stars dis-
agree and send new prospects your
way. Your habit of giving people
more than they expect pays off big
time.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You are
cheeky, experimental, zany to the
extreme. You'll either be lauded as a

genius or wind up in somebody’s
“Fashion Don't” file. Either way, your
attitude attracts the best and the
brightest to you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Get rid of the wom-out things in your
life — clothes, household items and
emotional baggage.
You're anything but
sentimental now, so it's
the ideal day to purge.
Just make sure the stuff
is nowhere you can go
retrieve it tomorrow.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Calls
come from people who
are in the know about the
latest research, the way
you're supposed to be
doing your job, the tech-
nology you're not up on, but it's all a
distraction. You've got a handle on
things. Just concentrate.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Your social status is on the rise, and
so is your confidence. The nervous
energy has left your body. Say
something positive about someone
behind his or her back. It will be
obvious the praise is genuine.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're in a time crunch. The
only way to get it all done is to
condense every encounter to its
pure essence — no time for gossip
or waffling! Do keep all appoint-
ments, though — there are hidden
costs to not doing so.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Levity is the theme. You're
aware that life can be lived at many
levels of consciousness. You feel
freer to fly and dip into various
mental states now that you are not
0 worried about your own security.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You're eager to make a deal, and
the last thing you want to do is ask
for the opinion of a disinterested
party — but that's the thing that's
going to help you the most. Making
a decision from a feverishly excited
state is too risky.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your ESP tells you change s on its
way. To keep your emotional bal-
ance, you detach. Part of you is
getting ready to sever a tie, and the
other part isn't sure if i's going to let
you follow through. By Sunday, one
side wins

Holiday Mathis
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B.C.

Blondie Spider Man Baby Blues

Dilbert
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

1 2

3

4 5 6 7

Off MY COOPNESS,
JOHNNY, YoU ARZ

FAILING I EXERY

Susdger |

10 You
T PACYED ol

UIKE THE NG
£ Vou Tomsy?

VHEN YoU
GRADUATE 7

1 TRADED THE SANDWICA fOR
TRENTS PUOPING,THE BANANA <
FOR. TESSA'S PUPDING, THE.
CAPLOT STICKS FOR CTC
PUDDING, ANDT ¥EPT
WE (OKiE.

Across Down 26 Ceremany
1 Ready to rumble 1 Suitable 28 Swashbuckling
6 Pinafore abbr. 2 “Flying Down star
9 Wrong (Pref.) to—" 30 Bran source
12 Schroeder's prop 3 Fourth President 32 Portuguese
13 Verily 4 Remnants wine .
14 Hostel 5 Holmes' creator 33 "Hall, Caesar!
15 Rum recipe 6 Choir book e
16 “Evita" star 7 Anthropologist 36 Wonderland
service
18 Gilligan's home Margaret .
20 Bad aroma 8 Blue 38 l”r:ik:"“””"”
21 Pompous sort 9 Clementine’s dag 8 kel
23 7sa Zsa's sis was one the skies
24 Torment 10 More central on
25 “Let's Make a 11 Serpentine en
42 Match
CAN YO HECP ME ONTANGLE Deal” opti 17 Valencia, e.g.
gsz ption 45 ski lift
2t rgez Lgurs? ; 19 States with
S~ g; ip”‘e"ke conviction 46 Ogler's look
i I u, "
ke 21 N. modifier 48 “— Yankee .
22 0Id French 50 Joe's barracks
31 Errand-running con mates?
assistant 51 Bom
35 Dot 24 Waste no time
37 Icicle's place Answer to Previous Puzzle
38 Opening night
41 Bambi's aunt
§ INDISPENSIBLE 5 43 Drops on the
IVE DECIDED TO BE- 2|  empLOvEES CAN cET 5| youre TVE BEEN grass
COME INDISPENSIBLE % AWAY LJ OUTRA- 2| ALREADY READING 44 Comn lily
TO THE COMPANY. 3| GEOUSLY ANNOVING g PRETTY UP ON
‘ 3| esERAVIOR ANNOYING.  CRUSHED 45 Snarl
| E \ ICE 47 Fill-in-the-blanks
£ o CHOMPING.
g game
1e =13 | 49 Hold the scepter
[y _@E 3 € b 52 Bygone days, once
v T—E O : h 53 West of Hollywood
54
I 1 Foseur anc ave Now T zve 175 VERY raising
CLAWED My WAY ) (| THAT IVE wécoVEﬁsaV 5% 55 Pigs' digs
TO THE TOP ./ ARRIVED., fOMEKf_;UN@ AT N 56 Museum stuff
;ﬁ 57 Wipe out
"“‘W“
12-10 CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DO YOU BELIEVE
THAT A VERY POPULAR SOAP OPERA SHOULD
BE DUBBED A HOT SERIAL?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals S
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Should adult actress lie about job?

Dear Abby: 1 star in adult
films. I am not ashamed of what I
do, but sometimes other people’s
reaction to my profession can be
severe.

1 am trying to get my 4-year-old
daughter, “Ashley,” accepted into
an exclusive religious day care.
The problem is that on
the application I am to Dear
state my profession, as
well as her father’s. My
husband, “Rex,” is also in
the adult film industry.

Rex thinks we should
just lie. I want my daugh-
ter to be accepted, but I
know Ashley will be
turned down if they find
out we lied on the applica-
tion. What do you think?

— “Tempest” in L.A.

Dear Tempest: You
don’t have to lie. State that you
are in the movie business. Just
don’t mention that the movies
you're in are “blue,” and cross
Your fingers that you don’t run
into any fans.

Dear Abby: our 31-year-old
son is being married soon in the

Midwest. We would like to know
what our financial responsibilities
are — if any — regarding the
costs of the wedding, in light of
the following:

1. Our travel expenses will be
about $1,500, plus an additional
$500 for hotel and food.

2. Although 100
guests are invited, we
Abby do not know them, as
they are all friends and
relatives of the bride
and her parents.

3. We are giving our
son and his bride a gift
of $1,000.

4. We have no say in
the planning of the
wedding.

We want to do what is
right, but we don’t want
to pay unless tradition
or etiquette demands it.
Please advise.

— Puzzled Parents in Oregon

Dear Puzzled Parents: Al-
though it is not obligatory, it is
customary for the groom’s par-
ents to host the rehearsal dinner
the night before the wedding. The
bride’s mother can help you
select an appropriate restaurant.

Dear Abby: Two former teach-
ers made an incredible impact on
my life. Both encouraged me to
stretch far beyond what I thought
possible for myself.

A few months ago, I finally
contacted my old high school to
see if I could locate them. To my
dismay, I learned that one had
been killed in a car accident the
year before, and the other had
gone to the hospital last spring
and passed away without ever
going home.

I feel terrible. I never had the
chance to tell two wonderful
people how much they mattered.
Please urge your readers to stop
right now and make that call. We
‘may never have the chance again.

— Too Late in Cleveland

Dear Too Late: That's a lesson
I'm sorry you learned the hard
way. Kind thoughts are meant to
be shared; they do no one any
good if you keep them to your-
self
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Older woman has no desire for sex

Dear Annie: 1am in
my 50s and happily mar-
ried to my wonderful
husband, “Bart,” for 30
years. For a long time
now I have suffered from
a problem that he does
not have, namely a total
lack of desire for sex.

Since I entered meno-
pause, the problem has
gotten worse. I've been to
doctors who say there is
nothing physically
‘wrong. I've been on hormone-re-
placement therapy for a couple
of years to alleviate some of my
menopausal symptoms, but it
hasn’t helped with this particular
problem. I tried counseling, but
Bart said it wasn't doing any
good and it was very time-con-
suming, so I stopped.

T have read books and maga-
zine articles on the subject, and
used some home remedies.

We used to make love nearly
every day, but in the past couple
years, his desire has toned down
quite a bit, so now we average
only two or three times a week.

Annie’s

Mailbox

It’s still too much.
— Need a Solution,
Please
Dear Need a Solu-
tion: You should know
that two or three times
a week at your age is
above the national
average, and if our mail
is any indication, you're
getting a lot more than
‘many of our readers.
Remedies for a wom-
an’s lack of libido still
are in the developmen-
tal stage. If your doctor can't help
you, ask him or her to refer you to
someone who specializes in fe-
male sexuality, or contact the
American Association of Sex
Educators, Counselors & Thera-
Dpists (AASECT), P.O. Box 5488,
Richmond, VA 23220-0488 (aa-
sect.org).

Dear Annie: 1am sick to
death of reading letters from
people who are complaining about
not getting a gift o a card for
something. So what? Maybe some
people are not financially able to
purchase a gift.

Maybe they thought showing up
to a wedding and saying congratu-
lations in person was better than
sending a card.

People put way too much em-
phasis on money. I always have
thought showers, weddings and
birthday parties were more about
celebrating the occasion than
receiving gifts.

1 have avoided events when I
could not afford to bring a
present, which is a shame.

— No Gifts, Please

Dear No Gifts: Most brides are
happy to welcome any guest who
cannot give a present because he
or she is financially strapped.
Keep in mind, however, that a
shower is an event specifically
designed to help the bride set up
her new home, and gifts are
expected and appropriate. How-
ever, if the bride is a close friend
or relative and the choice is to
come empty-handed or not at all,
by all means, go.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

Please e-mail your questions to

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
M by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

YUJIC

Everybady in position.
Pay close attention

ervices. Inc

[ T]
NARREB

[ L

©2004 Trbune Media.
All Rights Reserved

PULIT

Veorw bl com

COALJE
HNe

Answer here:

DO THIS,

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

by the above cartoon.
’ VvV
OO0
N A A AN A

(Answers tomorrow)

LIMBO FROLIC SUCKLE

When the pigeons invaded the town square,
they brought a — “FLOCK” OF TROUBLE

@

Jumbles: EXERT

Yesterday's
Answer:

Family Circus

I WISH 1
HAD A COLORING

©2004 B Kegra, Inc
Gist. by King Foatures Syna

@ or write
to: Annie's Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dennis the Menace

©Gary Larson

“WHAT ARE TODAY'S LUNCH SPECIALS, Mom2”

The Far Side

Of course, as always, the only words are
“ribbit. ribbit, ribbit.”

“... Then | could start practicin’ with
lipstick.”

VER FETHTION FER B o, Yo KNoW.,
SUET Db SUAL

CONTRIBUTION”

Non Sequitur

|
|2
|



Friday, December 10, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 25

STRIPES SERVICE DIRECTORY

your daily guide to navigating
the European Business Market

FOR INFORMATION ON GROWING YOUR BUSINESS WITH THE SERVICE DIRECTORY
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601203 or DSH: 349-8203
or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Anomeys 886 | T

Attorney Joe Maiss

v
Tax. Probate, TenariLandbrd Disputes
email: maiss@hd-law.de

Office: Heidelberg ‘Tel: 06221-727-8595

LAW OFFICES JOSEPH K. KELSO
U'S. Attorney at Law

Specializing since 1960 in U.S. Federal
Employment Law, Administrative Boards,
Personal Injury and Medical Malpractice, Tort
Claims, International Contracts and
Immigration Law.

Darmstidier Landstrafie 184, 60598 Frankiurt am Main
Tol: (06108) 7975 79 Fax: (06108) 79 96 22

www.court-martial-defense.com

"What were YOU d
David Court was defending service

Law es|| D: Court
[Phone: (069) 30 10 72 || Fax: (069) 30 12 68|
David.Court@ T-online.de 4, Frankfurt, Germany

Dental 902

I
BOTH OF THESE PEOPLE ARI
STRAIGHTENING THEIR TEETH!

RICAN ORTHODONTICS

" caLLTODAY 0700-00-BRACES(272237) "
Weskend & Eveing Appointments Aveiable |

Internet Services 600
|
v 1 DSL and Cell service now
PiCper iy Gemany
B caluss 06221750050 +DSLFLAT RATE
B iate: cezat rsouess ZSAME DAY ACTIVATION
e eesanetcom + ALL SERVICES AND
= s postoffico@pisnet. + SUPPORT IN ENGLISH
e Vit e pisnetcom

INTERNET ACCESS

» Www.greennet.de

DSL Flat Rate €29.90
Unlimited Time & Volume or
Internat Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348
1

‘What's your scene?

STARS:ZSTRIPES,

Yoo Homettwn Newspaper
Buy Stripes this Sunday and
every Sunday to get your scene!

BOOK ONLINE

Merry Cheistmas from of
of st S Discouat Dmell

Discounted Seats to
the States still available!

Call toll free 0800-5878359

Werd of

Tul

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
$a09:00-13.00

L]
URALL

Bimers (THE BEST WAY T0 SEE (ADPE
w

CityiGroup Tours.
Cruises & Femy Tickets
)

Adltfonal savings
Junt or tailing = frisndl
Vou coutd wvan
Py e for FREE!

Call 24he ACS now fardetails: KL RLEX IR
Super Specials World Wide

All Airlines
Specials Military Fares
Car Rentals
Last Minute Offers Around the World

Call Christine 06202-270624

Over a million airfares worldwide

schafonburgess 64 63457 Honaw
= fox: 06181-906690 e mi@miivavel. e
i

e Mnn—Fn'lnm'::!n:?g:rbaanm—lpm
www.mtitravel.de
Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan
OW www.flyusave.com
Travel Center

ph: 0180-5007427
STANDARD ISSUE

MEETS A NEW STANDARD

STARSw#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Long Distance
a Service 660
O .
Sign Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!
THE Lowest Phone Rates 1o the USA (48 States)
Gnrrns;; Germany 33
Buy —
Stripes this On/Off Base
KUWAIT Cell:
Sunday Via DSN Optr:
and every SPAIN:
Sund PORTUGAL:
unday to ||| TURKEY:
get your Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
scene! + Credit Card/ US Bank Debill
Ttemized Monthiy Biling!
247 Live Customer Support
0-800-1826-224
800-872:252
900-961-539
1-402:392.7513
info@militel.net
Transportaton 944 |Financial Services 904

INTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH| I OA N S
Specialized Shipping toffrom the US & Canada

Autos, Household Goods, Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
00 - $15,000
USIL.OANS

For E-Z Online Service, Visit Our Website at

Personal Belongings,

o

alshipping de|
ax (0421)340 6565

www.nterglob:
Tel (0421) 340650 _F

.USLoans.cc
el (049) 06371-17222 or 917891-Fax 2633
 COREAROuy Car Shipring oL (049 063711 17891-Fax 26
8 70 To & From the S A E-Mail: USLoansramsicin@sol.com
K . ‘Worldwide Toll Free Tel. 0300-USLOANS (875-6267)
2 S Hours: Mon-Fri 0900-1800- Open ALL Holidays
IS £ . Harms GmbH & Co

semssom Lead

LOANS

Worldwide Loan Services for active

0+ An den Sporplatzen 6-10
AROUND THE L0 64546 Waldor! (Frankiur)

enatcpssengmatenams e
ol A v e 08

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING AGENCY|

Tax Assistance

PCS WITHOUT STRESS! il -
Sricmmen  RCS I B U.S Military. Call toll free:
g VmoWor - orrom USA Gemany O800yesien Ialy/Belgum DO80yesiens
% Arn USA 167Tomaiusa  or po fo wenx yesomni.com
i
125
‘ OIMUN )™ % s

\ : /

What's your scenc?
T )
@

Sure, you could get
your refund faster.
When the IRS gets a drive-thru.
File electronically with our
Rapid Refund service and get your
refund in half the time.

HsR BLOCK:

i

Landstubler Sr 63
66877 Ramstein- Miesenbach

STARSu#STRIPES.
Buy Stripes this Sunday and

Ludwigshoher St 139b
64285

Wherever You Go, We Go e s
esir' e osd m'l A)th!}l:g?;h:cev St66
Ipes.osd.mi ot g 5770

YourHomelben Nawepaper
Tel:06151-665020 every Sunday to get your scene!




PAGE 26 - STARS AND STRIPES - Friday, December 10, 2004

STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED ... it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
- - j - 4 hour email & fox service (Phone Service 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)
1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number). E-mail: mail.estripes.osd.mil
Fax: Germany o 155-601-
2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package. : IV 06155-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified. Tol e In Burope Belgium: 0800-7802 Germany: 0800-1011-271
i whi " . . - . Netherands: 02000223804 Taly: 3007180266 Span: 800958304
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate UK. 0800.0858828 o
payment on or before the deadline listed below. * Customer Service: 06155601437 or DSN 349-8437

ON BUSINESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,
MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY counn SEAN ADAMS AT C -601203 or DSN 349-

TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLASSTFIED ADVERTISING COUPY
WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY Dalines/b days @ $20  [14 lines/7 days @ $30 Du|nes/30days@s55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:
Your Name: Phone #:
PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES \ddre

1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). §
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to

property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates apply fo

b Offerd an Job Ffs.Fr Commercal o Employment Rt nformation cotact St & tpes Casefid

* Payment i requied in advance i order to publish acs, Acceptabl forms of payment include: Vi Send Paymen io:

MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. If an ad i not receved by the desvgna(ed deadline, APO Address International Address

el bgi g th st vl oy, Mese slow ore e dayfor al e ol European Stars & stripes | European Stars & Stripes
Classified ad li includ ximately 25 characters (this lude line SSHT ! el W

§ Clasified ad tnes include approdmately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per Gnit 29480, APO AE D92T1 Postiach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

‘Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad is four business Gays pror to st date of publication. 15 the resparbilty of the advertser o contact European Stars & Strpes Classfed on the it date of publicaton to corret erors. I the ad has a typographical emor, that does ot
affect the inteqral vlue of the ad, ie.c., misspelled words; wrong cateqary (case-by-cas); CAPS, bald, talicized incorectly: it will be corrcted, but no makegood wil be given. Incortect phone numbers, wrong price, wrong dates, make or model lsted incorecty wil resul in 2 makegood for one
additional day. Stas & Stripes reserves th right o edit and retun any and all ads considered fnappropriate for publishing. AL classified advertisements are non-refundable.
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ke, 0, it o, LT siVans/R

oL BETWEEN | B b uenshls 15| (S T o, S T

T dont_want_to_be_lonely | P
171060603 or amai

anymore. AL German lady mis

E EER A MGl Prone: 0700 2052 2255 | AR M RIS
@willobey. NOV 22 - DEC 22| | Mercedes C180 Renault Espace '00 Grand, es.co urg, —_
Sulbooycom —__"__ SEesSnRe Seeo | Bt Sapen, By wivw.goarmype.com | RS

23, cony. new top, o || s || hEGIS it 80000 Ea"pn EEAc R 2 wh(\i‘ S G e biane, | okinasse Puppios AKC bood,
L S\RETCH# AR gt Son ™ |t Parts 180 065 488351145

Mercedes E320 ‘99 EUr0 Spec, | ammm— i I would like to improve my engl.

B sseies 55, v a0 SR 8 e s vt o s | ERANMENt 450 | et 2 VRS R | e et P pupey ang
it e, W"ef‘s o miies 32 | | your dollars with | |seniced, bo 16,000 curo make | Motorcycles 164 | Santertives aim new v USA and s peope | am looking | Ciepch B 00, ipeis, ond
m e i i Holoreyeles RSP RIS o b €51 v v e prores | 1,27 60 4 28 | ST
S 062512538 or 0171-2076208 | QIONAL MAKER) 1o | X id and | life_bef °d_wilh_pep

128, fre ,US Specs | Harley Davidson 1200 Sport Cologne and Bremen. omal me: of

(SR e 7| 53 Raiversary Eion, i | s i wiw pupplanet.com
ol o insp, §x cond. $4200, -saYnsv R e g - ihis Decamber! | wil Iravel
cauossuzgé’aw Bamborg ‘,‘l.";:,';‘:,f::::‘;, Shanheri  ELabelh | iy hough 1007 ask- | Auto Repairs 182 [yiin "2 Stour radis o | em— oty Puppes, 400
BUW 525 95, US Spec, Grov || P Cooero1ienE | ing $a500. Cal0600s-607660. for L, 2 S | Pets 80 |pore - breed, great parens,
B S8BT L s At | rated Tor AROIFPO| | asan tarima 99,0 L V0. | o sporster, nmversay | Nood Your T S0 Rocome your emtar |~ | —-rone 0o134-2069%
S e shipping |15 ST NG | ISP NIRS et Yo LI | Sl GET SIS s oy e | ST e e g
S T e IR S | T o et S 5590 | o7 Gaarsa or 01754425978 biyora s Goman g 8 | W vry HeliGont Ao,
metaic Sinier callOeGb74otess™ " " " 0 g ¥ Fome wiou s
oW 730 % Gry et o e e S pseoends checirg | pefr @ fome viout el
L b e iataden S Honda CBR_ 929,00 Ceman " G faking 5250 cal Ge1 5
Bl 3585 cal 78 711 Porsce 920 89 ne e T | Foee o 20,208, Sl | Beauty 210 | Home Electronics 570 | foreany purchase kg 5250 call 0003 765
SRR T B S 2 Comput 360
Hidrk 06185-676851 i, SRR U Menl . cokingfor AN recsver et omputers
Announcements Q40 \MerOOTOOOROT | X etaoSorored puecss | STRESSEREE, | HOLIDAY | Looking for APN recoiver used 7

Smart Cay 03 Fure K 5""3“ —— | T soason, got fabulous gits | feciever  call 0175 So15078

o1 oveond on your lstai | emal mrbighieem @yanoo.com

Sl riilgoriee 5052 SgonUhthehlcleﬂz o Somen & ome st
Toyota, corola 99 Gom . Voot ol sampenty proouce
SR R | Ford Escaee 02 XUT ek | Fagancs "and ol oo Jewelry 610

7 otd con Saonirgs: comenencel  Ka
S T R S e, 7880 o T X
s jotuilx

radiey.
Mary Kay Independent Beauty | FOR SALE: Diamond platinum

Alone for the holidays?,
Find local singles in your mmg

Y
B800HighTech.com

make your connec rmu today.

Free members)

Voo 20 Yoo e | deen Grand Cheroke 02 Lini i Ring. 072 caro, orlant, 1
2005 75, avai. |{EPRETN] TSR SBady ;
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Automotive 140

$24,995 2003 BMW 325i Sport ~$4:2,995 2003 BMW X5 4.4L

Military Car Sales

08480
(09?21) 675 27 35/ (09721) 803013
www.militarycarsales.org
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e Esiate ApatrenlUnm 8% _ AparimentFum__ 50
oo S, 2 ot am st e oA
: EARRLAR ARARTMENT
T PRAGUE
e — Jne Amarcan Embassy
partment Unfun 856 m'ﬁ"‘_-u N At
8. Wosraburg. dvad rking. Sat. TV, VD,

e S50 AGr ksl 1080

e 5 mn afve nn:f]w\sfirel Fat s and resonatons
e - cal Karel Finga +420 257
177 attechs e 50 653 et £352 0
e aav
Jobs Offered 630

Travel
Employment Opportuniti
friaps
e
JaIN THE oes B
STARSK#STRIPES
“TEAM TODAY! _
GRAPH]C ARTIST
ey 83150 534,00
P il e
o e A

Qaies:
r—
ey s—

P s

InPersan

Experienced tax preparers
needed at H+R Block Darmstadt,

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
3

OFFSET PRINT WORKER
$1029 per bour

HUMAN RESOURCE ASSISTANT

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN

STk DTS 8
oy

ssen and Ramstein,
nons: 06055-82880

Closing Dat: Uil Fitd

A
Closing D Uil Filld

LABORER

54,51 pur o

319000 522,000
OFEN LTI FLLED

5210082300
OPEN UNTIL FILLED

How To Apply

B i At T
ot L axigen.oedd

4 1) 6155601108 (Civillan)

34673 DN

Enrepean Staes. & Sirige, Griesbeim Kasers

Flughafenulrasse e, 19, Grieshisn Germany

AL OFPORTINTTY EME OYEX
1

AN gL
£ ACCOMDRATIONS AR R
TS WITH DESS ABILITIES

B D11 448 0415560133007
[ ey

1000

“CHRISTIAS 4 carurscH

e
razi
e 2

.

Apt Spin Costa Ded Sl
3w a5t 1emmicn
Eacrw

Your Siri

Jobs Offered

Do You Want To Earn Some Extra Cash?
European Stars and Stripes Home Delivery Carrier
Stars and Stripe Home Delivery Carrier

NEEDED ASAP!H!!

For: Sandhausen, Leimen, Nussloch, and St. ligen
Duty Description: Door to Door Newspaper delivery for

120 Home subscribers,
Route duration: Zhrs 15 min

Monthly compensation: § 1,200

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic.
GB
New York -
oston 1%
Philadelpl 3
Toronto M
New Jersey i
Southeast Division
Orlando 126 667 —
iami 3760 -
‘Washington 10 6 625 1
Charlotte 1225 7
Atlanta 15 167 9
Central Division
Cleveland 127 632
Detroit 10 8 556 1%
Indiana 10 8 55 Yo
Milwaukee 11 313 5
-ago 3 188 7%
Western Conference
Southwest Division
) L Pct GB
San Antonio 16 4 80 -
Dallas 1 8¢ 3
Houston T
Memphis 8
New Orleans 13%
Northwest Di
ittle -
Minnesota 3
enver W
Portland 6%
tah 8
acific
nix
Sacramento 0
A. C\pr[!rs 4%
A Lakers 5
Golden State 10%
nesday's
r 111, Washington 105
Mlnnesota 119, Pmlaae\pma 84
7, Atlanta

n
orlando at Golﬁen state
Saturday's games

New Jersey at Atianta

Detroit at Mem

S oments st narana

Dallas at Houston

Minnesota at Chicago

Cleveland at san Antonio

Boston at Seattle

LA Lakers at LA. Clippers
Sunday's games

Denver at New York

Miami at Toronto

New Orleans at Washington

Milwakee at hiladelphia

tah at Portland
Chaiotte at Goiden state
Orlando at LA. Laker:

Wednesday
Nuggets 111, Wizards 105

DENVER — Anthony 8-16 67 23, Martin
272:36, Camby 7-11 2-2 16, Euckner] -4.0-0
&, Miller 15-25 zrz 34, Nene 3. Boykins

12002 White 3500510,
5111

TON — ' Jamison 12-22 3-4 27, Jef-
fries 14 0:0 2, Haywood 26 2-2 & Hu%hzcs

n: 45 2
2 Hayes 58 0.0 10 Pee\er}sﬂb& rown
2004, Dix 0-0 3. Totals 42-90 14-19

29 31 24 27-111

Threepoint Goals—penver 5-17 (Boyidns
25, Miller L1, White 12, Anthory 13,
), Washi gton719(Arcn o) Lo ey
er 23, bixon L1, Jfires o-1, Jam\son o,
out—Hap
bounds Denver 49 (Camby 9). Yiashington
(amiso 27

ssists—Denver
TBoyking, Miller 8, Washmgton 19 (Hughes,
Jamison 5). Total fouls—Den:

ton 23, Technicals— Denver BeranavG Three
Second, Washington Defensive Three Sec-
oA 16 580 GbTey

Timberwolves 119, 76ers 84

MINNESOTA — Szczerbiak 5:92:2 12, Gar:
nett 7-105-6 19, Madsen 1-2 0-0 2, Cassell -5
oosspreweusunzo riffin 9-212-2 27,
udson 0.7 4 44 Hassell 71 08 Sloworan:
154445, 1ol 8, Carter 0-00-00,
Johnsan ek ola. Totals 24 ss]z‘nnzn 119,

119

— 84

hree-Point Goals— anesma 15 it

15, Srowel S8, Hoarg 34 Johmsan

Sk S sl o3, Fsaon b3y

vmadel 425 (Green 13, Igo\mda\a 13,
1,

For more details please call: 5 15, Korver 112, MoKi

o] 03) F uled out—| bour
James. P. Afflerbach a6 (Gnm‘A u),"&’}.’ad:}pﬁm. (Iverson
District Manager: ~ Civ: 0172-6707-347 8 Bhiaderhia a1 A.Ve,sf,n, a9,
Total \ foul Philadelphia 21.

R ol

Grizzlies 97, Hawks 89

MEMPHIS — Battier 1-4 2-2 4, Gasol 7-13
10-13 24, Wright 4-8 3-4 11, Watson 3-85-6 11,
w Mmer S 1|4‘ 13, Swift 56 3.3 B, %"Sey
Skl /0233 Totals 3.6530 38 7.
A Harrington 10-186:826, Walk-
er 920 10-12 31, Collier 0-3 0-0 0, Anderson
0312 1, Diaw 0-6 0-0 0, Drobnjak 0-7 66 6,
Delk 5-13 0-0 10, J.Smith 2-5 4-5 8, Childress
2-30-0 4, McCoy 0-0 0-0 0, Willis 1-1 12 3. To-
tals 29-73 28-35 89,
Vemphis

zaau-a
—89
Thee? -Point Goals-| Mcmphls 3 s Quinier
2:2,Posey L4 Bater 01, Wa
235 (Walker 3. Drobnjak 0.1, Delk 0-2)
Fouted out<None, Resounds Memphis 46
@asol 7). Atianta 80 (Walker ). As:
St Metmghis 20 (Watson T Adarita’ 16
(Harrington'6). Total iou\s Mermphis 27, At
lanta 30. A~7,371 (19,44t

lons 90, Raptors 86 (OT)
RONTO — Carter 28 12 5, Bosh 210

Rose 516 Qb 18 Marshall 13 0.0 33, Arauis
L10:02, palacio 3-70:06, Peterson 15 0-12
Murray '3:5 0-0 6, Bonner 1-2 0-0 2. Totais
3593 111

DETROIT — Prince 4-14 1-1 9, RWallace
7-142-4 16, B Wallace 5- 115515,amunsz 13
84912, Hamilton 7-135-6 19, 00
0, Delfino_3-5 2-2 9, Hu -
022-2 2. Totals 31-82 27-

Tor 2122 6-86

Detroit 72131 to-s0

Three-Point Goals—Toronto 5-23 (arshall

4-7, Alston 1-7, Murray 0-1, Bosh 0-1, Peter-
o 03, Rose 0-4), Detrait 1-2 (Delfing 1,
Prince 0-1, R Wallace 0-1, Hunter 0-2, Billups
o léd ione. R nto
58 (Marshall 15), Detrdit 62 (8Wallace 16).
sists—Toronto 18 (Palacio, Alston 6), De-
troit 19 (Billups 6). Total fouls—Toronto 26,
i nicals— 0 Defensive

Threes S)econd Peterson, Hamilton. A—22,076

Heat 101, Bucks 96

IAMI — Haslem 4-8 12-12 20, E.Jones 29

"Neal 7-13 4-5 18, D.Jones 69 2:2 17,
15 7-10 17, Doleac 3-6 2-2 8, Butler
14, Dooling 13 0-0 2, Anderson 0-0
0, Laetiner 00 00 0. Totals 34.76 29-33

ILWAUKEE —
6922 14, Gadzuric 02 0-0 0, Redd 6-16 4-4
16, MWilllams 47 3-4 11, Sumk\and 4924
12, Pachulia 2-9 4-68, James 1-8 002, Gl 68
Otals 35-78 2756 66,

Mason 6-11 7-8 19, Smith

24 14 32 31-101
Ann-%

Edor Dooling
aukeg 31 2.3 Strckiang z—s, e

. Miami 53 (aslem 13), Vilwakes 45 (Pa.-
. Assi imi 25 (Wade 10), Mil-
wauiee 22 (M, Wiliams 1) Total foul3-Mi-
i 25, Milwaukee 29, Technicals—0'Neal.

ar 15 632 (18,717).

Knicks 86, Hornets 79
7 fThomas 7452216, TTho-

5
3, Ariza 3-5 22 6, Sweetney 3+6 0-0 6,
JWilliams 01 0-0.0,

Baker 0-3 0-0 0. Totals
L4008,
NEW ORLEANS - Nallon 611 5617, Frefe
1—4004 Bmwn4123411 Gare

esley 413, Harrington 03

Andersen 4922 10, 1 nch 23004, Dlcka

6-164-4 17. Totals 29-
lew York

New Orleans 1 22 207

Threc-Point Goals.-New York &17 (Mar.
8, Crawford 19), New

LN \eans 5o (Wes\ey 5 Tota\
foul New Orleans
U 28 ur 3508

Bulls 113, Cavaliers 85

mes 515 912 13, Good:
AT 3413, Mclnnis
e 0350 0 RarrieaT 116
002, SWillams 02200 0, Snow

2,00 2, Lacks
P35 Fotals 5280 34 31 8.

3
320, rdon
B30 Noclon 34 5815, Rartgton L
5.67, Griffin 0-00-00, F.Williams 0-00-00. To-
Tl 3570 3439 113,

2123 18 23— 85
Chicago 7 26 33-113
¢ Three-Point Goals_Clevelar i 11 einn:

s 25 Harrls 12, Paviovic 0-1, snow 0-1
James 02, Chicado 5 (Dunon 2.2, Gordnn
hi' 12, 13 0-1).

Fouled out -None. Rebounds- Cleveland 4

(Hgauskas,saoaen LChAcagoﬁ(Chand\er,
Curry 9), Assists—Cleveland 16 (James 6).

Chicago 22 (Duhon 8). Total fouls—Cleveland

30,Chicago 2. Technicals-Cleveland befen-

sive Three Second, Newble, Harris, Chicago

Secor
Defenswe Three second A-15374 (Z1,711).
SuperSonics 102, Spurs 96

SEATTLE — 611 3-4 16, Evans d-4
008, James 0-2 000, Allen 9-19 6:6 29, Rid-
28458, Radmanouis 2.7 005 bame
BT orson g 310 10 14, Cortson 416

0-08. Totals 33-70 27-

oy 03345 Totals 3585 3 33 %,

Seattle

Radmangvic 1), San Anton

fouls—Seatt]
tonio 29. Technical
Three Second. A—18,797 (18,500).

Magic 106, Jazz 100

QRLANDO - Hill 144518, Howard 610
5817, Battie 0-2 00 0, Francis

Mobley 9-17 1-2 26, Turkog|
Kasun 2-4 1-3 5, NelSon 1-3 1-1 3, Stevenson
020-00, Hunter 0-00-0 0, Badley 0-10-00. To-
tals 3879 22-30 106.

Bell 12 00 10, colfns 61
Humphries 2°5 3-4 7, Lopez 0-1 0-0 0, Giricek
1100 2, Snyder 2-4 004 Totals 41:69 1723
26 29 31 20-106

7-100

1
Three-point Goals—0rlando §-13 (Mobley

Orlando

tah_pefensive Three Second. A—17513

Suns 113, Lakers 110

n3-6 .07, Walton 0-00-00. To-
Fa e i01 8110 o,
Phoenix

30 37 20 26-113
LA, Lakers 21-110
Three-Point _Goals—Phoenix 1634

(ofinson 57, Richardson S-13, Marion 3:6
Nash 2:6, Barbosa 1-1, Jacobsen 0-D), LA
Lakers 10-30 (Bryant 4-10, Butler 2-5, Cook
28 Brown 11 Mtkins 1.6). Fouleaom Stou-

demire, Cook: Rebounds Phoenix 48 (Stou-
10), r 58 Eryant 14). As-
T ofoents 30 thash 105 L Lakers 3

(Bryan(ll) rotauoms—vhoem 16, LA. Lak-
rs 21, Tech Lal

‘echnicals—| ers Defensive
Three Second. A— 18597 18,997).
Leaders
‘Through Dec. 7
Scoring
G FG FT PT VG
Nowitzki, Dall. 19 167 171 521 217
Bryant, LAL 17 135 158 455 26.8

Stoudemire, Phoe. 18 172 124 468 26.0
n, Phil. 16 137 124 413 258

18 171 % 454 252

7 135 140 413 243

IB 136 113 433 241

153 94 401 236

17 111 138 380 224

158 107 424 223

15 125 55 333 222

14§ ® 33 29

15 126 328 219

1§ %9 74 306 219

17 129 3 15
18 125 126 385 214

16 125 340 213

wis W@ m a2
smlakov . sac. 378 210
Francis, Orl. 17 l] 108 353 208

¥G Percentage
FG FGA PCT
'Neal, Mia. 144 244 590
onner, Tor. 129 581
lash, Phoe. 117 208 62
toudemire, Phoe. 172 307 560
immons, LAC 208 58
lohammed, N.Y. 153 556
ard, Orl. u7 47
Boozer, Utah 138 261 529
Miller, Mem. 165 521
Mihm, LAL 122 525
Rebounds

G DEF TOT AVG

arnett, Minn. 17 56 200 256 151
uncan, SA. 1968 174 22 127
\arion, Phoe. 18 53 158 221 123
'Neal, Mia. 150 224 118
kafor, Char. 55 124 179 112
indolph, Port. 16 112 176 110
lowitzki, Dall. 9 33 172 205 108
jom, LAL 17038 18 18 107
joward, Orl. 17 65 112 177 104
/ebber, Sac. 17 39 136 175 103

Assists

G AST AVG

18 197 109

2 136 o7

17 151 89

15 122 81

704 73

16 115 72

15 104 69

nt, 17 116 68
Hinrich, Chi. 15 101 6.7
Alston, Tor. 20 134 6.7

NBA calendar
Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts may be signed.
Jan. 10 — All player contracts guaranteed
fm rest of the season.
18-20 — All-Star weekend, Denver.

reuu ~ rading deadine 3 p m. EST.
A : = Beis bea

— NBA predraft camp, Chicago.
June $ carlost possitle NBA Finals it

“une 21 — Early entry draft withdrawal
deadline.
June 23 — Latest possible NBA Finals end

date.
June 28 — NBA Draft, New York.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Friday

F-Sports, o am. — College basketball
Copnecticut 3t Massachusetts (dl
e noon < hoduc: National Fi-
nals u

s, 3:30 pm. — NFL: NFL Films
Gamc J&e Jugek u'?nm)
-Sports

Golf: Target World
chaense, secons tound,

Salurday
AFN-Atlantic, College football:
NCAA Div. A sem\ﬂnal game lames Madi-

sonat Willam and Mar
6, 130 aum. - N8A: Memphis at

NBA: Philadelphia at
c, 4 am. — college basketball

A\abama swmm har at Oklahoma St.

AFN-S| . NBA Portland at
2

am.

9 am. — College basketball:
A Sihinghar at OKlahoma st. Gid.

s, N Rodeo: National Fi-
nals (did),

AFN-Sports, 3 p.am. — NBA: Portland at
utzh i,

Sports, 6 pm. — College basketball
Louuale st Fior,
ARi-pacfic, 7 pm. — College basketball:

'APN-Atlaniic, 7:30 p.m. — College basket-
ball: mmanaa Kentucky.
am. = College basketoall:

Oregon at ol
- Gollege footpall

RN Bivinen 2 R il Lo
Houston St. at Mont: ana(éomed in progress).

Aft-Radio, s p. basketball:
Aif Force at beordia Tech.
lantic, 10 pm. — College basket-
fanford at Mmmgan st
— College football:
" I cRarmpionship game, Pis:
Valdosta St
ic, 11 p.m. —
oebadl atNGire Bams.

College basketball:

All times Central European time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast Al hstmg's are sub-
ject to c i t for
e et

Pro football

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
LT Pct PFPA
New England 11 0 917 330 189
N, Jet 30 750254 175
Silfalo” 6 0 500 260 224
Miami 10 0 167 19 269
X i South
Indianapolis 3 0 750 431 263
Jacksonville 6 0 500198 25
Houston 7 0 17 23 28
Tennessee 8 0 1333231 294
N North
Pittsburgh 1110 917273 184
Baltimore 5 0 583233 191
Cincinnati 6 0 300 268 272
Cleveland 9 0 250 240 308
N West
san Diego 3 0 750 339 238
. 5 0 583 274 212
Kansas City 8 0 333341 3%
akland 4 8 0 33323 3%
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
. i W LT Pct PEPA
x-Philadelphia 111 0 917 340 181
N, Giants 70 417 209 230
Dallas 70 41723 328
Washington 8 0 3316200
Atlanta 30 750232 292
Carolina 7 0 al7 229 257
Tampa Bay 70 417233203
New Orleans 4,8 0 393253 344
o
Green Bay 5 0 583318204
Minnesota 5 0 383 305 286
Detroit 70 417218 269
Chicago 70 41719 235
West
st.Louis 6 0 500253 305
Seattle 6 0 300 278 266
Arizona 8 0 1333192 253
sanFrancisco 111 0 083 198 336
X-clinched diyision
day’s games

S
Oakland at Atlanta

Philadelphia at Washington
Monday's
Kansas City 3t fennessee
y,Dec. 18
Pittsbur

rgh at
Hashigtonat San Francisco
Carolina at AYani

inday, Dec. 19

Houston at Chicags.
Minnesota at Detroit
seattleatlv. Jets
sas City
Bl b
Qalla at Philadelonia
an Di Cleveland
B R0 A o
New Orleans at Tampa Bay
Jacksonville at Green Bay
Tennessee at Oakland
Baltimore at Indianapolis
Monday, Dec. 20
New England at Miami

Iniury report
— The National roomau
league mwry report, as provided by
Sunday

JAGUARS (6-6) — Bears: OUT: 08 Craig kren.
zel (ankle/IR). QUESTIONABLE: TE Desmond

n Grar

Whighsrer it

Chris Naeole (call; WR Jiminy Smith (and):
O Marcus stroud (e

INCINNATI BENGALS (6-6) AT NEW EN-

GI.ANI) PATRIOTS (11-1) = Bengals: QUES;

ers Beckett (neck:

g fomen e et

(knee7 OBABLE YN Rrgecson (e

Deltha O'Neal (ankley, CB Kelwan Rati
Gramstr) no). immons (cee); T
Alex Sulfsted G A e y Was

oads-S Madicu Millouns cQuAdick
ots: OUT: CB Ty Law (oo, DOLBTRUL:
knee)

e Brad
mgmsnou\dem A o Difon (hapy o é
indall Gay (arm); QB Jim Miller (right shoul-

.
CLEVELAND BROWNS J”’g AT BUFFALO
BILLS (6- hris Crocker

Hemnch Alae)
(knee): R

Yroy vmcent (knee) PRO%ABLE TJonas Jen-
mnET( ler); T e Williams (knec
D7 Lions (57yAT GREEN BAY PACK-
3 LB Boss Baile)
(knes. WR Eddie Drummond (shoulder)
CB Ferr nando Bn) ant (ankle).
UESTIONABLE: DE K ards oot
ROBABLE: DE Jared Devnes KE mn
non Fox (shouiden); LE A x Lewis (ankIeL
Packers: DOUBTH g5
PROBABLE: T Kevin Barrg (quadricep);
Grady Jackson (knee); © Bhavoh iue on-
sion); C Grey Ruegamer (ankle); S Darren
Sha er (kneex
IANAPOLIS COLTS (03) AT HOUSTON
T( 5-'2 JT: S Bob Sand
(kne 7 pé: nbs) UESTION—
ABLE: TE Da\las Cla e Peko

(ankley;  Jeff Saturda (cam PROB BLE: DE
K (ha ght Freeney

(shoume 5ok Nkt
risod (nnk\e/fout)‘

% OUT: La Zach Thomas

B Sam

(rms) Pwr? BLE: LB Tony Bua (Guadrvccr
CPaEcrs ()

e e et dh: K Diindt

Mare (rght, cain; BT Mario Monds (hand):
Moore Derrick Pope

(shoumer7 bE Jason RIS (hand Ls
auld Wi ) Broncos: OUT: OT
pryce (backy. O
Ehss (caH) UESTIONABLE I.B Lo arandon
en

PROBABLE:
(tmgh/neck) Bloni Lyneh, Q)e\v\s?
EANS SAINTS (4-8) AT DALLAS

VS (&) - Saints; QUESTIONABLE: L&
searick Hodae (knee) & Montrae Holland
(oot G . nee), PROBAGLE:

RAVEN:

il
uer/nec»g QgESTIDNABLE. WR Jam:
lor (aua ni

e
Gaw/inflamed gland. Havens: QUESTI
L CBGary gt (shoulden;
Brown mal Lewis (ankle); Ct
B Samers Coor Wi Trasis Thytor
(backy; b bave zastudl (shoulder). pROSA-
R Clarence Moore (knee); RE Alan
Ricard (ke €8 faymond Walls (wrish

NEW YORK JETS (- é PITTSBURGH
STEELERS (11-1) = Je(s: UT: DE Johin Abr
ham (knee). QUL

ar

teelers: OUT:

Kendrel set (grom), B Chad Scott (knee).

QUESTIONABLE: WK Plaxico, Burress (ham:
ne

B Bt
Ko (hamsmn%x B Kimo Vo oelnotien
(kne 'ROBABLI James Farrior (shoul-

dery: L8 Clark Ha gans mes
Harrison Ghoulder) ¢ Jeff Hartings (back:

hidi an
More uadnce G B Foeamishe et
RIS € R ek hcent Gauade

AKLAND RAIDERS u-c) AT ATLANTA FAL:
CONS (33 : G Ron Stone

n Webster " Groin- PROBABLE: WR
Brian Finneran (ankl

SAN FﬁANCIsCO 45["(5 (l -11) AT ARIZONA
CARDINALS (49 ) UT: o Keva oar-

by (B ke, cs
(nec);‘) DOUBTFUL:

E:
(urist). Cardinals: DOUBTFUL:

varre (right finge: RB Emmit
TS TIONABLE B karlos bansby (kresh: B
(Achilles); SdMlchae\ Stone

E

James Darlin
(oot). PROBABLE: T Leoy
Damell Dockett (oroin):
(s(rzer throat); S Adrian Wilson (shoulder).
£ SEAHAWKS (6.6) AT MINNESOTA
VIKINGE ()~ Seaawicr OUT: DT Roc
Behard (kndc: BT Marcus Tubbs (arke)
DOUBTFUL: LB Chad Brown (knee); CB Bobby
Taylor (knee). QUESTIONABLE: S ferreal scr:
ria (backy; L8 Tracy White shamsmna). BT
nee ing

S Woodard
it Bk Cabomens o
Smith_(concussion); CE
Cankle).
ST. LOUIS RAMS (6-6) AT CAROLINA PAN-
= Rams: Ol ris Dishman
(knee). DOUBTFOL: % Marc Bulger- (right
shouider). QUESTIONABLE: CB Dejuan Groce
(e Steven lacksn G

' Ragpal
ftoine  Winfield

ametrius Butler (shoumer/Knee) RE Mar—
shall. Faulk (knee); DE Hargrove
Shesionst s Qoo Bate nich
QUESTIONASLE: 18 Brian Allen
Brentson Buckner (knee); ' T
Fordnam (ankle) WR K r\ N inkton (ham-
ncussion); P

string): L8 Dan Mo
Zosorn Aquadncev) BROBABLE. 0B
IRk Salhorre (Rt et
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS (5:7) AT SAN
DIEGO uccanee
DOUBTFUL: S Jermaine! Ph\\l\ps(arm) -PROBA:
BLE: S Dexter
Mosrs onklo 55 Tiche ot
DT Dewayne White (calf). Chargers: OUT: CB
sa s (lower leg fracture). QUES-
TIONABLE: WR Tim Dwight (toe); S Hanik Mi
ROBABLE: € D

ross (stemum)‘ L8 Nate
(hzmslrm ). DOUBTFUL: DE Jerome M
e (knee). QUESTIONABLE; G Artis Hic
(e 0 Mahe (ankle); G Jer
M) berr (caif. PROBABLE: Lo keith dams
inide); C8 Roderick Hood (thumby: Wi
re\l nsto Dn

oles (toe)
(R Ea Wk Hach (amsrmar e Ko
ert Rojal (knce); DT Joe Salavers (ki
Chris_Samuels_(ankle); ly
Cramstrngys WR Jamee Thrath thamsi

Monday
ANSAS SITY CHIEFS (45) AT TENNESSEE
e ot
(grmn)‘ RE Priest Holmes (knee), DOUBT.
R e (tge).
Monty Besel (cal;
g G
Gnide).s

Steve McNair (s cemum)
Fred Miler (o) 16 Gody Spencer (abx
men); DT Randy Starks (knee).

College football

Division I-AA playoffs
Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 10
(‘Jla;)\es Madison (I{-Z) at William & Mary

Saturday, Dec. 11
(53 Houston Stafe(11-2) at Montana

hampionship

. Friday, Dec. 1

At Finl Sladlum/l)avenpm Field
anooga, Tenn.

Semifinal winners

n Il playoffs
Championship
urday, | .
At Braly Municipal Stadium
lorence, Ala.
Uswgl)shurg St. (14-0) vs. Valdosta State

n III playnlfs

e
Hardin-t Ba \OF ?’12 1) at MOUM Union,
one 2 g s
RDWZV!‘ N.J. (10-2) at Linfield, Ore. (11-0)

Championship

Semifinal winners.

llege basketba
Men’s AP Top 25 fared

1. \Ihnols (7 (y dld no( p\ay Next: at Geor-
gefown, T
Ot T4 ) i ot play. Next: vs.
Texas Christian, Tt
S eoria i (-6} G not play. Nexts vs.
Air Force, Sﬂturﬂly
4. Syr: (7 ) did not play. Next: vs.
S.Auklahﬂma S!a!e iﬁ -0) d\d nol play. Next:
Gk Forest 6T ot Bl Next: at
Tem le, jay
r\nec(\ u¥ w -0) d\d not play. Next: at
Massachusms Tt
. North cam\ma & n a-u not play. Next:
Vs, Loyola of Chicago, Sund: w
9 Duke (5-0) did not D\ay lext: vs. Toledo,
%enmbky (5 1) beat Morehead State
Next: vs, Indiana, Saturt
1. Pmtsburgh (G 0)%!(} not D%\Y Next: at
2, lorth'¢ Camlma State (6-0) did not play.
Next: vs. Liberty, Saturday.
A BdLOmSV\He (4 1) did no( play. Next: at
a,
) did not p\a)’ NeXL vs.
Texa: Arlmqtnn ‘Wednesday, De
ANz (5-2) 01 no play. Next: vs.
Utah, Saturday
6. Washmg{on (6 1) did not play. Next: at
0la Marymount,
lowa (71 01d ot pay. Next: vs. lowa
iday.
o a ama (7-1) did not play. Next: vs.
e
D Vire \ma (7 X) beat Furman 79-67. Next:
Vs, ola Marymount, Thursday, Dec. 23.
20, M\cmganslate(l 2) did not play. Next:
3 Geor e W n (5-1) did not play.

penn

%l amsét ?' B not p
iSSisdiopl Stats not play
S A kaﬁ? “Life Rock, Satirday, -

vs,
N

N

NEyManta (127 did not play. Next vs.
v

s:

Wion (5 D i ot piay. Next: at
q%%ﬁ?‘am(e 1) did not play. Next: vs.
it Couls, Saturday:

Wednesday’s men’s scores

EAST

fmerican . 75, Towsan 64

gent, Conne:ncut sf’ &0, Eatalie s

tare 67, Dre

Lo S G Albany, .. 76, 0T

NOAgra B Vale 60

Northeastém 73, Detrot 68

princeton &3 Rutgers

Bhode Is\and &2 mny Brookss
ancis, NY 56

Eaie V\rg\ma Tech 65

Termple 52, Penn 51

‘Alabama A&M 68, Stephen F.Austin 42

Charlotie 87, Davidson 68
Florida 93, Ste

n 67
icky 15, £ kentuck
Voriord 58.Toecoa Eally

MIDWEST
Akron 79, Cleveland St. 75
Ball St. 106, Anderson, ind. 53

W linols 65, Lovola of Chicago 51
Wichita St. 75, Dral

Texas Southern 81, Jarvvs Ziristian 68

BYU 90, Boise St.
Fresno st 71 Snulhern cals
Idaho St.

pacific p
Pepperdire 86, U

poplland 5675, Eve:green st.53
Btai s Montana-western 63

Women's AP Top 25 fared

1 150 @0 ddor pla‘ *Next: at No. 16
Mifnesota, Tuesday. b
2. Stanford (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. Pep-
perdine, Friday.

3. Duke (7-1) did not play. Next: vs. Liberty,
unday.

4 Texas (4 did not play. Next: at North
Texag, Thursda

North Carolina -1 §lid not play. Next:
vs. Coastal Carolina, Sunday.

CHICAGO BEARS (5-7) AT

LOCK, HOW FAIR A SHAKE WOULD

HE GET FROM A LOCAL JURY? AT

LEAST MOVE THE TRIAL TO ONE
OF THE WESTCOAST CITIES.

§,8ylor (&1) did not play. Next:vs. Penn
state, Saturday.
7 Rotre | Darme (1) did not play. Next: at
Dayton, Thurst
‘Conpecticut (-1 did 19104 play. Next: at

Arizona State, Tussday, Dec.

9. Tennessee (4-2) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 15 Depaul, Sunday.

10. Ohio Statte (7-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Nebraska, Saturday.

ol Ceorgia e i not play. Next: vs. Au-

e, Friday.
12 Wchigan State 6-1) gld not play. Next:
5, Eastern linoi, Thurs
s Tech G- did R play. Next: vs.
Oral Roben

fot play. Next: at
wistern Kenkuckiy e ay.
18. DePaul (6-0) did not play. Next: at No.
21 purdue, Thursday,
16, Minriesota (7-1) beat Wisconsin-Green
Bay 6051 Next: at Santa Clara, Saturday.
17, Boston College (6-0) beat Fordham
2-40. N New Hampshire, Saturday.
16, UCLA (5.1 0 not pay. Next:at Fesno

state, Saturday
(sl) g not play. Next: vs.

5. Marylan
Monmouith, N.J,

50, Ritgers (S-1) beat Princeton 65-46.
Nexi: at Temple, Monday.

21. Purdue (4-2) did not play. Next: vs. No.
15 Bebat Frursday

22. Houston (s 0) mu not play. Next: at Ha-
wall, Thursday

ER (e By ahf ot play. Next: vs. Oklaho-
ma, ay,

24, Anmna (61 did not play. Next: at No.
11Georgia, Sunday.
25 Kansas State (4 2)didnotplay.Next:at
Missouri-Kansas City, Saturday.

Australian Masters

Thursday
Attuntingdae & Lol club
Melbourne, Australia

urse:
ardage: 1.040;P

(Note: Sixty-two players weré unable to
completethe roun hecause of rain. They
were scheduled to

(a amme:?
First Rou
Robert Allenby. Australia 35-31-66
Craig parry, Alistralia 36:31-67
edy, Australia wa-er

Ricky Barnes, United
Corey Pavin, hmted States
Beter Lonard, Ausiral

ichael
Fotacsh Mancy. R
Hunter Mahan, United States
Geoft Ogilvy, Australia

Day “Australia

9
36-33-69

Raarorarcey Aus!raha B
Jason Dawes, Aust 6-34-10
Nt el oo Naw zealand 353570

2310

Daniel Chopra, Sweden
John Morse, Urited States
Mahal Pearce, New Zealand

SHeshon S0ehi New dealand 343771
Stephen Allan, Australia 35-36-71
teven Conran, Australia B36-11
Ceigh McKechnie, Australia %3571

Wednesday’s transactlons

savnivone “SHoLES Agreed to terms
ith S5 Chris Gomez on a minor league con:

"THicAGD WHITE SOX-—Agreed to terms
vgth gHP Dustin Hermanson on a two-year

T TIG amed Dan Lunetta di-
reCkar o MO I6ague Operations and Mk
Smith director of baseball

ANGERS—Ag:
Sandy Alomar J-on a o ne-year corract

National Leat
FLORIDA MARLINS - AGrecd {o terms with
LHP Al Leiter on a one-year contract,
HOUSTON ASTROS—Named Ricky Bennett
assistant general manager and director of

p\a/er developmy

ILWAIIKE IH[W[HS Aﬁreed to terms
ane Davis, C Kelley Gulledge, G

Wmchester an([ij;NF Tony Zuniga on

Jet
minor league contrat
ONTREAL EXPOS—Sold the contract of
0F Val Pascucel to Lotte of the Japanese pa-
cific
'PRILABELPHIA PHILLIES —Agreed to terms
with RHP-Jon Lieber on a three-year con®

"SAK DIEGO PADRES — Agreed to terms with
RHp Woody Williams on a one-year'con-

National Saskerval Assommm
CLEVE /ALIERS —Plac
T o e Mo st ACUvAted e
Scott wnhams from the injured st
ELES LAKERS-_Placed G Tony Bob-

bm(or\lhelmuredhs ctivated G Sasha Vu-
Jagi from the imjured lst

NEW JERSEY Signed F Kaniel Dick-
gns, Waived | Awvee storey. laced C Jabari
Smith on the infurgd ML

NEL—Fink N O eane DB e Gleason

$5.000 for punching arolina B Kemp R

mussen in a De e,

BUFFALO BILLS— faced e Mark Campbell
raf-

oyt Hmm Pm\ade\pmaqs practme Sk,
Placed QB Craig Krenzel

onmred resatva. Siuned OT 89 Lacy:
DENVER BRONCOS=Signed WK Charlie

) GEEEN BAY PACKERS—Released RB James
jackson.
o /NDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Signed K Martin

il ee ATRIOTS Signed WR
108 Bryant 10 the rachce s
OAKLAND f A4 Ronald
Iy onimured peserve.
PHIBEIPHIR ERGIES” sgned TE casey
Popping foihe pracice satad:
N FRANCiScR ot~ Lignea oo ran-
o Dornan S1cLOL SEott Petars o the prac:
{0 satad: eleased T¢ Doug Zeigor afd 1
TR maa Herrion from the practict sauad.
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Richardson’s three
lifts Phoenix to 16-3

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Quentin Ri-
chardson’s three-pointer with 6.
seconds remaining capped a
21-point effort and overshadowed
Kobe Bryant's second triple-dou-
ble in as many games as the Phoe-
nix Suns beat geles
Lakers 113-110 on Wednesday
night.

The Suns improved to 16-3,
tying Seattle for the NBA’s best
record. The 1980-81 Suns also
won 16 of their first 19 under
coach John MacLeod and fin-
ished 57-25.

Phoenix has won nine of 10 on
the road and six straight — the
Suns’ longest road winning streak
since 1997-98, when they won
seven straight, Last season, they
didn’t get their ninth road win
until March 23. Two more would
match their total for last season.

e Suns have won their last
seven road games against West-
ern Conference opponents, includ-
ing their final one last season.

Bryant had 20 points, tied a sea-
son high with 11 assists and
grabbed a season-high 14 re-
bounds en route to his 12th career
triple-double, third this season
and second in two meetings with
Phoenix. The ers are 29-
‘when Bryant reaches double dig-
its in assists, including 3-3 this
season. This was his fourth
straight game with at least 10.

Bryant also had a triple-double
Friday night against Golden
State, getting 10 points, 10 assists
and 12 rebounds in a 97-88 win.

Joe Johnson had 25 points for
the Suns, Amare Stoudemire 23
points and 10 rebounds, and
Shawn Marion 19 points. The
Suns  were 16-for-3¢  on
three-pointers.

Tierre Brown made a layup
and a short baseline jumper 17
seconds apart and Brian Cook fol-
lowed with a long baseline jump-
er, extending the Lakers'
seven-point lead to 107-94.

The Suns, who enjoyed a 21-0
run against the Warriors Tuesday
night and an 18-0 run against the
Clippers on Nov. 21, pulled ahead
109-107 with 15 consecutive
points in a 3:45 span — including
back-to-back three-pointers by
Shawn Marion and one each by
Johnson and Steve Nash.

Nash’s tying shot with 2:56 to
play had the Lakers on their
heels, and Richardson put the
Suns back in front with a pair of
free throws that capped the rally.
Butler made a layup at the other
end before Stoudemire made one
of two free throws for the Suns.

Bryant, who had only one
free-throw attempt to that point,
missed the first and made the sec-
ond to tie it at 100. The Suns in-
bounded after a timeout with 28
seconds left, and Nash drove the
lane before kicking it out to Rich-
ardson — who hit nothing but net
from behind the arc for the
game-winner.

Bryant attempted a three over
Marion at the buzzer, but the shot
hit the right side of the rim as the
buzzer sounded.

The Lakers, who blew a
17-point lead to the Suns in a
107-102 loss at Phoenix on Nov.
19, didn’t take their first lead

¥

until Bryant’s three-point play
put Los Angeles ahead 83-82 with
4:23 left in the third quarter. But-
ler’s three-pointer capped the
Lakers’ pivotal 17-4 run with 2:09
left in the quarter.

The Suns, who came in averag-
ing a league-leading 1083 points
a game, used 17 points from
Johnson and 13 by Richardson to
take a 67-61 halftime lead.

Pistons 90, Raptors 86 (OT):
At Auburn Hills, Mich., Richard
Hamilton scored six of his 19
points in overtime for the Pistons.

Toronto lost Vince Carter to a
strained left Achilles’ tendon in
the opening minute of the second
half. His status for Toronto’s
game against Denver on Friday

Roundup

night was not immediately
known.
Timberwolves 119, 76ers 84:

At Philadelphia, Eddie Griffin
scored a career-high 27 points,
and Latrell Sprewell had 24 in his
return from a one-game suspen-
sion for Minnesota.

Sprewell shot 9-for-14 after
being suspended a game by the
NBA for yelling a sexual vulgari-
ty ata fan in Los Angeles on Satur-
day night.

Andre Iguodala had 18 points
for the Sixers, who lost their sixth
straight.

Nuggets 111, Wizards 105:
At Washington, Andre Miller had
a season-high 34 points, eight re-
bounds and eight assists to lead
Denver. Gilbert Arenas led Wash-
ington with 28 points, and
Antawn Jamison added 27 points
and 11 rebounds.

Grizzlies 97, Hawks 89: At At-

nta, Pau Gasol scored 24 points
to lead Memphis to its third win
in four games under new coach
Mike Fratello. Antoine Walker
had 31 points for the Hawks.

Heat 101, Bucks 96: At Mil-
waukee, Shaquille O’Neal scored
eight of his 18 points in the fourth
quarter for Miami. Udonis
Haslem made all 12 of his free
throws and finished with 20
points for the Heat, who im-
proved to 11-2 against the East-
ern Conference.

Knicks 86, Hornets 79: At
New Orleans, Stephon Marbury
had 22 points and nine assists to
help New York end a three-game
losing streak and drop the Hor-
nets to 0-9 at home. Lee Nailon
and reserve guard Dan Dickau
led New Orleans with 17 points
each.

Bulls 113, Cavaliers 85: At
Chicago, Eddy Curry scored 20
points, and rookie Ben Gordon
added 21 to help the Bulls snap a
three-game losing streak and end
Cleveland’s three-game winning
streak. LeBron James scored 19
points for the Cavaliers.

lagic 106, Jazz 100: At Salt
Lake City, Cumno Mobley scored
26 points and hit a clutch
three-pointer in the final minute,
and Orlando extended Utah’s los:
ing streak to six games. Carlos
Boozer led the Jazz with 29 points
and 12 rebounds.

F

Pacers’ image takes a hit
after Detroit brawl, charges

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Punches
have been exchanged, video
played and, now, charges filed.

For the Indiana Pacers, it’s
been a long three weeks since a
brawl with Detroit fans scarred
the image of what was once con-
sidered one of the NBA’s model
franchises.

Five Pacers players and seven
fans were charged Wednesday
for fighting in the stands and on
the court on Nov. 19.

Pacers Ron Artest, Stephen
Jackson, David Harrison and An-
thony Johnson all were charged
with one count of misdemeanor
assault and battery, and could
face up to three months in jail if
convicted.

Three-time All-Star Jermaine
O’'Neal was charged with two
counts of assault and battery.

Pacers CEO Donnie Walsh has
called the brawl one of the low
points in sports and in the fran-

chise’s history. Johnson said the
melee was “unfortunate, because
it's definitely a team built around
turmng the corner and challeng-
ing for a championship, and at the
same time being comprised of
good guys.”

“Definitely, the image of this
team will take a hit after what hap-
pened in Detroit — that, com-
bined maybe with the behavior of
the past two or three years,”
Johnson said in a veiled refer-
ence to Artest’s troubles in recent
seasons.

The shocking images broadcast

“For whatever reason, that
night — the way the game was
going, what the score was, the ri-
valry between the two teams —
the crowd and the team met at a
point that unfortunately it hap-
pened and hopefully never will
again,” Foster said.

“The whole thing has become
such a circus. Something that no
team’s ever dealt with before. Ev-
erybody’s just trying to put it be-
hind themselves and just go on to
playing basketball.”

They've had little luck with
that. The injury and suspen-

on a loop
since the fight broke out have tar-
nished the team’s image. Artest
was suspended for the rest of the
regular season, Jackson for 30
games and O'Neal for 25 for their
roles in the melee.

Center Jeff Foster still strug-
gles to understand why a skir-
mish between Artest and Pistons
center Ben Wallace escalated into
one of the worst cases of play-
er-fan violence in U.S. sports his-
tory.

d Pacers have lost
five games in a row, the longest
streak under second-year coach
Rick Carlisle.

Carlisle said he doesn’t think
the franchise’s image has been ru-
ined.

“I still see this franchise as one
of the real shining pillars in this
league,” he said. “In my mind,
this situation, and how we get
through it, is going to prove that
again.”

Bryant surprised by Malone’s reaction

The Associated Press

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. — Kobe
Bryant would love to have Karl
Malone back with the Los Ange-
les Lakers, and believes com-
ments he made in a recent radio
interview were misunderstood.

Bryant also said Wednesday
that he tried to call Malone “and
square it all out.”

Malone’s agent, Dwight Man-
ley, said Tuesday that his client
had ruled out a return to the Lak-
ers because of what Bryant said
in the radio interview and what
the agent called “recent personal
attacks made in private.”

Bryant said he was shocked by
Malone’s reaction.

“I meant nothing by it. It wasn’t
directed toward him,” Bryant
said after the Lakers’ shoot-
around. “T'd love to have him
back here, everybody would. If he
wants to come back and play, the
door’s always open.

“This is the type of place he
should enjoy playing. 'm happy
to hear he’s 100 percent. And in
no way what I said was directed
toward him or a personal attack.
If he’s felt some type of way about
that, then I apologize.”

But Bryant also said: “It is what
it is, and I want to move on with
the team we have here.”

Manley said Malone was furi-

ous” and “felt very disrespected”
after hearing of an account of
what Bryant told XTRA radio in
an interview Monday.

Bryant told the radio station he
didn’t think that Malone, who un-
derwent surgery on his right knee
last summer, would return to the
Lakers, calling it “just intuition.”
Bryant also said the uncertainty
wasn't fair to his teammates.

“I think he took what I said the
wrong way,” Bryant said Wednes-
day. “Maybe he didn’t hear it,
maybe he ran off with what some-
body else was saying. If I felt like
(Malone) was a _distraction, I
would have said it. T didn’t say
anything like that.”

Malone told KCBS-TV late
Tuesday that he didn’t “want to
be anyone’s distraction.”

Bryant said his relationship
with Malone has “always been
cool.”

NBA will not participate
in hearing over suspensions
NEW YORK — In a change of
legal strategy, the NBA won’t par-
ticipate in a grievance hearing
about the suspensions four Indi-

ana Pacers received for last
month’s brawl at a game against
the Detroit Pistons.

The hearing before arbitrator
Roger Kaplan will be a one-sided
affair Thursday.

“Since this arbitrator has no au-
thority to consider this matter,
there is no point in our attending
any hearing that he conducts,”
NBA deputy commissioner Russ
Granik said.

The NBA’s lawyers say Com-
missioner David Stern has sole au-
thority — and is the only avenue
of appeal — for discipline related
to on-court behavior.

Previously, the league indicat-
ed it would not argue whether Ka-
plan has jurisdiction but would
take part in the portion of the arbi-
tration hearing related to the un-
derlying case of whether Stern
had just cause to hand down some
of the longest fight-related sus-
pensions in league history.

Stern suspended Ron Artest for
the remainder of the season for
his role in the Nov. 19 fight. Stern
banned Stephen Jackson for 30
games, Jermaine O'Neal for 25
games and Anthony Johnson for
six games.

Artest, O'Neal and Jackson are
expected to attend the grievance
hearing. Stern was expected to be
called as a witness, but the
league’s refusal to participate will
keep that from happening.

Sonics: Seattle snaps Spurs’ home streak at 21

SONICS, FROM BACK PAGE

Manu Ginobili scored 18 and
Tony Parker 16 in San Antonio’s
first home loss since March. Dun-
can had 10 rebounds.

The winning streak ended one
game short of the team record of
22 straight in 1999.

Down 60-41 at the half, the

Spurs went on a 23-8 run to open
the third to pull to 68-64 with
three minutes left in the period.

Duncan accounted for 12 of
San Antonio’s points during the
run.

His four baskets in the quarter
were one more than the entire Se-
attle team (3-for-12).

Leading 31-29 after one period,

the SuperSonics got their advan-
tage into double digits with a 14-2
run to start the second.

Later in the period, Seattle
used an 11-2 spurt to build a
56-37 lead with less than three
minutes left in the half.

San Antonio made only five of
its 16 shots in the second and
scored only one fast-break basket
in the half.
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Mia Hamm,
right, ended
her 17-year

career with
the U.S.
women’s
national
soccer team
on Wednes-
day in Carson,
Calif., ina
friendly match
against Mexi-
co, which the

U.S. won 5-0.
Hamm has a

world-record
158 goals in
international
play. Midfield-
er Julie Foudy
and defender
Joy Fawcett
also ended
their careers
for the U.S.
team.

AP

Emotional send-off
for Hamm, Foudy

BY KEN PETERS

The Associated Press
CARSON, Calif. — The security
guards were trying to hustle Mia
Hamm off the field, but she was
having none of it. Making a
U-turn, Hamm headed directly to

pre-game ceremony and were
presented with framed jerseys
with their numbers on them and
bougquets of roses.

The trio left quite a legacy, in-
cluding the 1999 World Cup victo-
ry over China that drew 90,000 to
the Rose Bowl and attracted a TV

a group of young fans seated in audience of 40 million.

the stands who were screaming ‘While those three were playing,

for her autograph. the United States won two World
“We all there’s a big- two

ger perspective,” she said. “We Olymplc gold medals, mcludmg

want to make sure this game and
these girls go forward together.”

Hamm and Julie Foudy closed
out their remarkable careers with
the U.S. women’s soccer team in
style Wednesday night, cheered
on by droves of young girls in a
5-0 victory over Mexi

“It’s_hard to belleve that it's
over. Julie was crying, 'm cry-
ing,” Hamm said. “I'm extremely
blessed.”

Foudy said it really hit her that
it was her last game in a U.S. uni-
form as she walked down the tun-
nel before the game.

“It was a special night,”
said. “I was at thls was
the last time I will hear the nation-
al anthem before I go out on the

4

Hamm, the career leading scor-
er for the American women, as-
sisted on the first two goals in the
friendly match against the Mexi-
can national team.

Foudy, meanwhile, played her
usual dominating role in the mid-
field.

Hamm, 32, and Foudy, 33, took
the field for the last time in the fi-
nale of a 10-game “Fan Celebra-
tion Tour.”

Longtime teammate Joy Fawc-
ett, 36, also is retiring, but was un-
able to play because she is recu-
perating from back surgery.

Playing before a crowd of
15,549 who were yelling their
names throughout ~ the match,
Hamm, Foudy and Fawcett
smiled and waved to the fans
after the final whistle.

The three were honored in a

in Athens last summer.

Hamm wore a jersey bearing
her husband’s name, Chicago
Cubs shortstop Nomar Garclapar-
ra, in the second half. Garciaparra
and his famlly were in the stands.

“I wasn't expecting that,” said
Hamm, who was touched that the
Garciaparras joined her family at
the game. “That was special.”

Hamm, who finished her ca-
reer with 158 goals, came close to
scoring several times, including
bouncing a shot off Lhe crossbar
in the first half and having a
close-range shot blocked by the
goalkeeper in the second half.

Wagner and Abby
Wambach each scored two goals
for the United States, which led
4-0 at halftime.

On the first U.S. goal, Hamm
displayed the ballhandling skills
that served her so well during her
storied career. She took a pass in

e right corner of the box, start-
ed dribbling to her left, then to
her right, feinted back to her left,
then raced around an off-balance
defender.

With goalkeeper Pamela Tajo-
nar sliding to her left to cut off the
angle, Hamm rolled a perfectly
paced pass across the center of
the box and a charging Wagner
drove a shot into the open left
side of the net.

amm also assisted on the sec-
ond score, this time showing her
accuracy from the corner. Her
curling corner kick sailed just
over the goalie’s outstretched
hands and right into the center of
the box, where Wambach headed
the ball into the open net.

Chiefs’ Holmes out for season

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Kansas
City Chiefs’ star running back
Priest Holmes will miss the rest
of the season
with a knee inju-

Holmes, who
was leading the

FL in scoring
and rushing when he got hurt in
early November, was placed on in-
Jjured reserve Thursday.

The Chiefs (4-8) indicated
‘Wednesday they would probably
finish the year without Holmes,
whose recovery from sprained
knee ligaments has gone much
more slowly than the team hoped.

“Priest Holmes is making
steady progress on the rehabilita-
tion of his right knee,” Chiefs Pres-
ident Carl Peterson said in a state-
ment. “Unfortunately, that reha-
bilitation is taking longer than
originally annmpa&ed meaning
Priest is running out of time to be
healthy enough to play in 2004.”

Holmes was the NFL'’s player
of the month for October, when
he had three 100-yard rushing
games, rushed for nine touch-
downs and caught 10 passes for
170 yards and a touchdown. That
put him on pace to be the first
NFL player to score 20 or more
touchdowns rushing in three con-
secutive seasons.

He ends 2004 with 892 yards
rushing on 196 carries, with 15

NFL injury update

o\niries to prominent NFL players. fol.
ed by team's prognosis. (See Page 28

edltlonhor‘ :omplete injury report provid-

leagu

s: (B Lavar Arrington (knee)
ﬂues(lonah\e

teelers: WR Plaxico Burress (ham-
string) questionable.

touchdowns. He also caught 19
passes for 187 yards and one
score.

Colts WR Harrison agrees to
six-year, $66 million deal
Marvin Harrison agreed to a

six-year, $66 million contract
with the Indianapolis Colts on
Wednesday that includes a $22
million signing bonus, according
to a source within the league who
requested anonymity.

The star receiver is making
$5.56 million this season.

Harrison, 32, who set an NFL
record with 143 receptions in the
2002 season, has 826 receptions
in nearly nine seasons with the
Colts after being their first-round
draft pick in 1996. Earlier this sea-
son, he passed the 800-catch
mark faster than any receiver in
NFL history.

He and Peyton Manning have
also combined for more comple-
tions than any other quarterback
and receiver, passing Jim Kelly
and Andre Reed of the Buffalo
Bills. They are second in career
touchdowns to Steve Young and
Jerry Rice of San Francisco.

Rattay, Barlow out for 49ers

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Tim
Rattay and Kevan Barlow will sit
out the San Francisco 49ers’
game at Arizona on Sunday, leav-

e NFL'’s worst team without
its starting quarterback and run-
ning back.

Rattay has a torn fascia muscle
in his right foot. He must keep
weight off his foot for two weeks,
coach Dennis Erickson said
Wednesday.

Barlow sustained a concussion
during Sunday’s loss at St. Louis.

Ken Dorsey will make his
fourth start of the season in Rat-
tay’s place. Maurice Hicks, on the
49ers’ practice squad until last
month, will get his first NFL start
in Barlow’s spot.

Browns to start QB McCown

BEREA, Ohio — Although Jeff
Garcia is listed as probable on
Cleveland’s injury report and in-
terim coach Terry Robiskie says
he is “90 percent healthy,” rookie
Luke McCown will make his sec-
ond career start Sunday when the
Browns face the Buffalo Bills.

“We told him that we thought
Luke went out this weekend
(against New England) and did a
pretty decent job,” Robiskie said.
“We wanted to give Luke another
week. “He (Jeff) said he was fine
with it.”

Garcia, who has a strained
right shoulder, was not available
for comment Wednesday.

NHL labor talks set to resume

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Any hope of saving the NHL season
hinges on whether the next proposal by the players’
association stirs serious negotiating.

All the last offer yielded was
three months of silence and hun-
dreds of canceled games.

When NHL officials and union
leaders return to the bargaining
table Thursday, it will mark their
first talks since Sept. 9.

That’s when the players’ association put forth a
luxury tax-based system that was rejected by the
league because it didn’t provide the cost certainty
the NHL seeks.

Commissioner Gary Bettman imposed a lockout a
week later that has wiped out 382 games — and
forced the cancelation of the All-Star Game.

A two-day window is blocked out for talks, but if
things don’t go well Thursday, there will be no need
for a session Friday.

“I'm very hopeful,” Detroit forward Brendan Sha-
nahan said Wednesday, following a rules summit
that he convened. “This is the third work stoppage
in my career in the last 12 years.”

With the season slipping away, the NHLPA invit-
ed the league back to the table and promised to be
armed with a new proposal in an effort to keep the
NHL from becoming the first major North Ameri-
can league to lose an entire season.

“We are looking forward to the meeting and are
very confident that our proposal will provide a basis
to end the owners’ lockout and resume NHL hockey
with a new CBA that can work for both owners and
players,” Vancouver forward Trevor Linden, the
NHLPA president, said in a statement Wednesday.

Arenas have been given the go-ahead by the
league to free up dates previously reserved for hock-
ey on a 45-day rolling basis, which as of now means
there won’t be any NHL games before the middle of
January.

Clijsters not expected to play in Aussie Open

MELBOURNE, Australia — Former world No. 1

Kim Clijsters is not expected to play in the first
Grand Slam of 2005 while she continues to recover

Sports
briefs

from an injury to her left wrist.
Open chief Paul

said Thursday that Clijsters’ management company
does not expect her to play, and the player cast fur-
ther doubt on her availability on her Web site.

Clijsters, the 2004 Australian Open runner-up,
was limited to just 22 matches this season and fell to
No. 22 in the most recent rankings.

Els trails by one in Dunhill Championship

MALELANE, South Africa— Bruce McDonald of
Zimbabwe shot 6-under 66 Thursday to take a
one-shot lead over South Africa’s Ernie Els in the
PGA European Tour’s season-opening Dunhill
Championship.

‘While most of the field struggled to break par at
the Leopard Creek Country Club, McDonald mas-
tered the cool, blustery i
the first round after a week in which lemperamres
soared above 100 degrees.

Former NFL receiver Rison jailed
for failure to pay child support

DECATUR, Ga. — Former Pro Bowl receiver
Andre Rison was jailed Wednesday in DeKalb Coun-
ty for failure to pay child support.

Rison, 37, who spent 12 seasons in the NFL with
Indianapolis, Atlanta, Cleveland, Jacksonville,
Green Bay, Kansas City and Oakland, was sen-
tenced to jail until he pays $127,000 to a woman with
‘whom he has two sons.

Rison, a five-time Pro Bowl selection who was
MVP of the 1994 Pro Bowl, was sentenced to an addi-
tional 20 days in jail for violating a court order to
pay $3,500-a-month child support for his
16-year-old and 18-year-old sons since August 2002.

Tyson accused of jumping on car in Arizona

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Former heavyweight
champion Mike Tyson was arrested on suspicion of
‘misdemeanor criminal damage for allegedly jumping
on the hood of a car outside a nightclub, police said.

Tyson, who moved to Scottsdale early this year,
appeared with attorneys at the city’s police station
Tuesday afternoon and was released after being
given a citation.
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Peyton Manning needs four TD passes to tie Dan Marino’s record of 48
in a season. Manning will face revenge-minded Houston on Sunday.

Texans primed for Colts

Manning accused of running up the score last time

BY JOEL ANDERSON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The Houston
Texans were plenty embarrassed
when Peyton Manning threw five
touchdown passes against them
in a 35-point rout.

Even more humiliating to the
Texans was that Manning and the
Indianapolis Colts seemed to still
be going for points instead of run-
ning out the clock in the final min-
utes of the lopsided game.

“The whole game left a bad
taste in our mouth,” Houston of-
fensive tackle Todd Wade said of
the 49-14 defeat on Nov. 14. “It
was embarrassing. Them throw-
ing the ball deep on the last play.
That was tough. That’s definitely

smarting, the Texans
would like to keep Manning from
breaking the NFL record for
touchdown passes in a season
when the teams meet Sunday in
Houston.

Manning needs four TD passes
to tie Dan Marino’s 20-year-old
record of 48. During the Colts’
five-game winning streak, Man-
ning has thrown for fewer than

four touchdowns only once — in
Indianapolis’ 51-24 victory over
Tennessee on Sunday.

With that kind of success and
the Texans’ recent struggles on
defense, most people are pointing
to this week as the one when Man-
ning surpasses Marino.

The Colts might want to bring
their own confetti and cham-
pagne, though. Houston isn’t in
the mood to host a celebration.

“You want to be record-set-
ters,” cornerback Dunta Robin-
son said. “You don’t want anyone
to set a record against you and at
your house.”

The game has the makings of a
colossal mismatch.

Houston ranks last in the NFL
in touchdown passes allowed
with 29 and ranks 28th of 32
teams in yards allowed. The Tex-
ans also are last in sacks, mean-
ing Manning should have plenty
of time to wait for his talented
corps of receivers to work them-
selves free in the Texans’ zone de-
fense.

That’s what happened in India-
‘napolis last month.

Up by 35 points in the fourth

quarter, Manning continued to
throw the ball against a team that
was clearly beaten. When it was fi-
nally over, the Texans were al-
ready pointing to their next
matchup as a chance to quiet the
trash-talking Colts.

“I kind of took that personal,
being that I thought the Colts
were_classier,” linebacker Ant-
wan Peek said. They smeared it
in our face last time.”

Even more upsetting to some of
the Texans was that Manning and
many of Indianapolis’ other start-
ers stayed in the game until the
end.

“T've been watching the rest of
their games, and they've taken all
those guys out,” said Robinson,
who lost his composure in the
fourth quarter of that game and
drew a personal-foul penalty. “I
just didn’t understand why they
kept them in at the end of the
game against us.”

Defensive end Gary Walker,
one of the first to accuse the Colts
of running up the score, doesn’t
care if Manning gets the record
Sunday.

“As long as we have one more
point than they have, then I don’t
care what happens,” Walker said.

Rice upset that others get notice as he gets sacks

BY FRED GOODALL
The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — The passion in
Simeon Rice’s voice rose with
every word, though it never
reached the level of anger.

That’s because the NFL’s most
prolific pass rusher over his past
50 regular-season games insists it
no longer bothers him that he
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doesn’t receive the recognition he
thinks he deserves for being one
of the best to ever play his posi-
tion.

The Tampa Bay star looks at
other defensive ends built in the
same mold — tall, athletic,
speedy — and sees players he be-
lieves are far more celebrated,
even though they are essentially
following in his footsteps.

No offense to Jevon Kearse and
Jason Taylor, but Rice’s said he
set the standard for today’s pass
rushers and has the numbers to
prove it.

“There were other great pass
rushers before me and I'll always
pay homage to them. But the bas-
Ketball-type. The big man who
runs 4.4 or 4.3? I was the first one
out of the gate,” Rice said.

Last Sunday, the 30-year-old
Rice became the 22nd player in
league history to record 100
sacks, reaching the milestone in
just his 139th game. He joined

&k 've always done beyond the glory, but
never got the real glory for it. But I've

accepted that.y

Michael Strahan, who has 118 in
175 games, as the only active play-
ers in that exclusive club.

Since the 11th game of 2001,
Rice has an NFL-high 46Y2 sacks,
including eight this year to stay
on course for his seventh season
with at least 10. His average of
11.6 per season is the highest
among active players, with Strah-
an (10.3) the only other player in
double-digits.

“But they've yet to say, this cat
is the best who's ever done it. And
Tknow I am,” Rice said.

The third pick in the 1996 draft,
Rice had 51" sacks in five sea-
sons for the Arizona Cardinals be-
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Simeon Rice
Tampa Bay defensive end

fore slgmng with Tampa Bay as a
free agent in 2001 with a reputa-
tion as an outstanding pass rush-
er who was weak against the run.

Playing on the same line with
perennial Pro Bowl tackle War-
ren Sapp, Rice was second in the
league with 15%: sacks in 2002,
helping the Bucs win the Super
Bowl. He was second again in
2003 with 15, earning his third
trip to the Pro Bowl.

Still, the ninth-year pro said
when people start talking about
the game’s top pass rushers, he’s
routinely left out of the discus-
sion.

He believes one of the reasons
is he’s a free spirit who rubs some
people the wrong way because
he’s speaks his mind.

Others, he said, are hesitant to
give him his due because they
mistakenly feel he doesn’t work
hard.

“To people who see from afar,
the only thing that shows up on
Sunday is the talent level. In their
minds, I don’t have to do all the
things necessary to play at the
level I do. They don’t see me stay-
mg after practice for hours,” Rice

i started understanding early
on that being heralded is more
glitter than gold. ... This league
creates heroes and villains, and
it's where you fall. I was vilified
because 1 said Arizona was the
armpit of the NFL, which it was,
from an

No players really wanted to go
there and play, and no coaches re-
ally wanted to go there and
coach.”

No longer playing next to Sapp,
who signed with Oakland, Rice
got off a slow start this season.

Facing persistent double teams
for the first time since his days in
Arizona, he had one sack in the
first five games.

Instead of making excuses, the
6-foot-5, 268-pound Rice vowed
the sacks would come. He’s had
seven in the past seven games, in-
cluding two against Michael Vick
on Sunday in a 27-0 rout of Atlan-

a.

Noting that Rice possesses rare
speed and quickness for a man
his size, Vick called the defensive
end a “freak of nature.”

Coach Jon Gruden can’t under-
stand why Rice is not a household
name.

“I don’t know if it's because
he’s in Tampa or what. He's a
great, great player with a great
work ethic. To get 100 sacks in
nine years is phenomenal,”
Gruden said.

Rice has sacked 38 quarter-
backs, and surprisingly didn’t
take any added satisfaction in get-
ting No. 100 against the most elu-
sive scrambler in the league.

When he dropped Vick for a
4-yard loss early in the second
quarter, he didn't celebrate. He
was stunned when the officials
stopped the game and gave him
the ball.

“T've always done beyond the
glory, but never got the real glory
for it. But I've accepted that,”
Rice said. “I feel a guy like Reg-
gie White should be even more
upset than me. They don’t cele»
brate him enough. ,

they celebrate a cat like that
they’re sure not gomg to cele-
brate a cat like me.”
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Giants plan
to celebrate
milestones
by Bonds

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The San
Francisco Giants will honor
Barry Bonds' home run mile-
stones and other achievements as
they always have — with great
fanfare.

“There are a lot of things we’re
planning,” executive vice presi-
dent and chief operating officer
Larry Baer said Wednesday.

“The bottom line is, we want to
have a chance to make clear that
we're continuing to recognize
him and represent him as we
have in the past. When we open
the season in 2005, we're going to
recognize his historic milestones,
and those by any Giant, appropn-
ately and in a major way.”

On Tuesday, a top official in the
commissioner’s office said base-
ball was holding off on plans to
market Bonds’ pursuit of Hank
Aaron’s home run record, a deci-
sion made after a report of the
slugger’s grand jury testimony
about steroids.

Bob DuPuy, baseball’s chief op-
erating officer, said a meeting
was canceled between the com-
missioner’s office and Master-
Card International, a corporate
sponsor it was courting for the
campaign.

That doesn’t mean Bonds won’t
receive plenty of recognition dur-
ing his pursuit to become home
run king, Baer said.

“I want to remove this notion
that anyone’s peeling back from
Barry at this point,” he said.

Bonds also signed deal this
week to appear on Topps baseball
cards. Bonds did not appear on
Topps cards last year after he

An official in the commissioner’s
office recently said baseball was
holding off on plans to market
Bonds' (above) pursuit of Hank
Aaron’s home run record, a deci-
sion made after a report of the
slugger’s grand jury testimony
about steroids.

opted out of the marketing plan of
the Major League Baseball Play-
ers Association.

“Barry’s trading cards have al-
ways been highly collectible and
we are thrilled to have him in our
2005 lineup,” Topps vice presi-
dent Warren Friss said.

The deal grants Topps exclu-
sive rights among trading card
companies for autographed base-
ball cards, game-used memorabil-
ia cards and use of Bonds’ image
on packaging and advertising.

Bonds, the seven-time NL MVP
who also has repeatedly denied
steroid use, testified to the grand
jury that he used a clear sub-
stance and a cream given to him
by a trainer who was indicted in
the BALCO investigation, but
said he didn’t know they were ste-
roids. Prosecutors allege those
substances were performance-en-
hancing drugs.

The 40-year-old Bonds has 703
career homers, trailing only Babe
Ruth (714) and Aaron (755). The
Giants haven’t specif-

Lieber, Leiter, Williams move
as teams scramble for starters

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jon Lieber
agreed to a deal with the Philadel-
phia Phillies, Al Leiter returned
to the Florida Marlins and Woody
Williams went back to the San
Diego Padres as teams moved
quickly to grab starting pitchers
Wednesday ~after the first
free-agent deadline of the offsea-
son passed.

Lieber left the New York Yan-
kees, agreeing to a $21 million,
three-year contract with Philadel”
phia, and Leiter departed the
New York Mets with some degree
of acrimony, for an $8 million,
one-year contract from Florida.

Williams, part of the St. Louis
Cardinals’ NL pennant-winning
team, is guaranteed $3.5 million
by the Padres as part of a deal
that could be worth $14.5 million
for two years.

The Yankees didn’t waste any
time filling Lieber’s spot in the ro-
tation, closing in on a $21 million,
three-year contract with Jaret
Wright. New York also has a pre-
liminary agreement with second
baseman Tony Womack on a $4
million, two-year deal.

Dustin Hermanson left the San
Francisco Giants for a
lion, two-year contract with the
Chicago White Sox, catcher
Sandy Alomar Jr. departed the
White Sox for a $550,000,
one-year deal with Texas, and re-
liever Matt Mantei moved on
from Arizona for a $750,000,
one-year contract with Boston.

Forty-one free agents, the high-
est total since at least 1985, were
offered salary arbitration by their
former teams before Tuesday’s
midnight deadline. They have
until Dec. 19 to accept the offers
and can re-sign through Jan. 8.

ics for how they will celebrate
Bonds’ accomplishments but are
in the planning process.

The ing 168 free agents
are barred from going back to
their old teams until May 1, mean-
ing they almost certainly will play
next year. That group

Washington stadium could
profit White Sox owner’s son

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A company
run by the son of Chicago White
Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf could
earn millions providing consult-
ant services to the District of Co-
lumbia government on plans for
development of a baseball stadi-
um project.

International Facilities Group
is a leading contender for a $3.7
‘million contract.

Michael Reinsdorf is the man-
aging partner and co-founder of
IFG, which was established in
1995. The firm provides manage-
ment and development services
to municipalities and professional
sports owners.

The Washington Post reported
Thursday that over the past nine
years IFG has been involved in
the development of several major
league ballparks including Com-
erica Park in Detroit, Great Amer-
ican Ball Park in Cincinnati, the
Florida Marlins Baseball Stadi-
um in Miami and Miller Park in
Milwaukee.

The firm also has provided ser-
vices on the development of
non-baseball projects in San Anto-
nio, Denver and Indianapolis.

Some members of the D.C.
Council, which takes a final vote
‘Tuesday on the $531 million stadi-
um financing package, have ex-
pressed concern about a potential
conflict of interest involving the
Reinsdorfs.

Councilman Adrian M. Fenty,
an opponent of the baseball deal,
raised questions about Jerry Re-
insdorf’s role as head of Major
League Baseball’s relocation com-
mittee. That panel recommended
that the Expos be moved to Wash-

includes first baseman Carlos Del-
gado (Toronto); outfielder Steve
Finley (Los Angeles); outfielder

Magglio  Or-
CEECIENM donez (Chica-
o White
free agent §o0; and
(CITGTOMY pitchers Eric
Milton  and
Kevin Millwood (Philadelphia).
Several players agreed to

re-sign just before the deadline,
including pitcher Brad Radke,
who got an
$18  million,
two-year con-
tract  from
| the Minneso-
ta Twins. St.
Louis agreed
to one-year
deals  with
pitchers
Matt Morris
($25  mil-
lion) and Cal
Eldred
(8600,000),
along with outfielder John Mabry
($725,000).

Before heading to the winter
meetings, which start Friday in
Anaheim, Calif., several teams
were busy locking up pitching.

Lieber, 35 in April, spent last
season with the Yankees, going
14-8 with a 4.33 ERA in 27 starts.
He was 1-1 with a 3.43 ERA in
three playoff starts for the Yan-
kees, and got more effective later
in the season as he regained arm
strength following 2002 elbow-lig-
ament replacement surgery.

Lieber gets a $1 million signing
bonus and will earn $5.25 million
in 2005, $7.25 million in 2006 and
$7.5 million in 2007.

“I look forward to bringing this
ballclub back into playoff conten-
tion,” Lieber said. “I got a taste of
that last year, and I'd like that to
continue.”

Lieber joins former All-Stars
Randy Wolf and Vicente Padilla,
Brett Myers and Cory Lidle in a
rotation that is losing Milton and

illwood.

“He’s a great competitor who's
going to go out there and get us
deep into games and not give in to
hitters,” Phillies general manag-
er Ed Wade said.

Leiter, 10-8 with a 3.21 ERA
last season, returned to the team
he helped pllch to the 1997 World
Series title.

“This thing has had a good feel
to it, right from the start,” Mar-
lins General Manager Lai
fest said. “It has taken a whole lot
to get to this day, but we were al-
ways optimistic. We really want-
ed AL”

The 39-year-old left-hander
had spent seven years with the
Mets, who offered a one-year deal
worth $4 million to $5 million dur-
ing talks Leiter described as “con-
voluted and fuzzy.”

Leiter said he believed the
Mets weren’t “upfront” and
“forthright.” He was jettisoned as
part of a makeover under new
general manager Omar Minaya
that includes the departures of re-
lievers John Franco, Mike Stan-
ton and Ricky Bottalico and out-
fielder Richard Hidalgo.

“I had a conversation with Al
one day and he pretty much
asked a good question,” Minaya
said. “He asked, ‘Do I want him
on the team? How do I see him in
the plan?’ As the general manag-
er, you've got to make some tough
decisions and this is one of the
tough decisions that I had to
make.”

Williams, 38, was 11-8 with a
4.18 ERA for St. Louis last season,
going 2-5 before winning 10 of his
last 13 decisions. He started the
opener of all three postseason se-
ries for the Cardinals.

Williams pitched with San
Diego from 1999 until he was
dealt to St. Louis for outfielder
Ray Lankford and cash in a waiv-
er deal shortly after the trading
deadline in 2001. Padres General
Manager Kevin Towers called
that trade the worst he’s ever
made.

Womack must pass a physical
to complete his deal with the Yan-
kees, and Wright's representa-
tives and the Yankees have to fi-
nalize contract language. New
York still hopes to sign at least
one more starter, and is
with Carl Pavano and Milton.

3B Glaus signs with Diamondbacks

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — All-Star third
baseman Troy Glaus agreed
Thursday to a four-year contract
with the Arizona Diamondbacks,
who hope the 2002 World Series
MVP will rebound from a season
cut short by an injured shoulder.

laus, 28, was a three-time
All-Star for the Anaheim Angels
but hit .251 with 18 homers and
42 RBIs this year. He had shoul-
der surgery May

“We have stated from the out-
set this winter that our intention
was to return this orgamzaunn m
the

Arizona went 51-111 last sea-
son only three years after wil
ning the World Series. The Dia-
mondbacks tied for the 10th-most
losses in major league history.

Dye agrees with White Sox

CHICAGO — Outfielder Jer-
maine Dye and the White Sox
agreed Thursday on a $10.15 mil-
lion, two-year contract, giving Chi-
cago a for Magglio

ington from Montreal
with the 2005 season.

The recommendation was con-
ditionally ratified by baseball
owners during a telephone confer-
ence call Friday. Approval was
conditioned on enactment of legis-
lation to authorize financing con-
sistent with the agreement signed
in September by the Expos and
Washington Mayor Anthony A.
Williams.

e
enjoyed in the early stages of the
franchise, and the addition of a
player of Troy’s caliber gets us
headed in that direction,” Dia-
mondbacks managing partner
Ken Kendrick said.

Glaus led the AL with 47 hom-
ers in 2000, then hit 41 the follow-
ing year. He has had three
100-RBI seasons, but shoulder in-
juries have slowed him the past
two seasons.

Ordonez in right field.

Dye hit .265 with 23 home runs
and 80 RBIs in 137 games with
Oakland last season. He has hit 20
or more home runs five times and
has three 100-RBI seasons.

The 30-year-old Dye has a ca-
reer .272 average with 161 home
runs and 611 RBIs in 1,039 games
over nine major league seasons
with Atlanta, Kansas City and
Oakland.

Dye will make $4 million next
year and $5 million in 2006.

Red Sox slugger Ortiz
will not play in winter league

SANTO DOMINGO, Domini-
can Republic — Boston Red Sox
designated hitter David Ortiz will
not play this winter with the Es-
cogido Lions in his native Domini-
can Republic because of a nag-
ging injury in his right shoulder.

Ortiz said Thursday he wants
to rest so his shoulder is ready for
spring training.

“I feel a very strong discomfort
in the shoulder. I'm sorry I can’t
play winter ball this season,” said
Orfiz, who had played with Es-
cogido for seven consecutive sea-
sons dating back to 1997.

“T have to get well to be healthy
when the major league camps
start.”

Ortiz, MVP of the AL champion-
ship series, had his best season in
the majors with a .301 average, 41
home runs and 139 RBIs.
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White’s twin peaks

Oklahoma QB has chance to win back-to-back Heismans
after leading Sooners to second straight BCS title game

BY JEFF LATZKE
The Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — Growing
up in a small Oklahoma town,
Jason White would try to throw a
football through a tire. Usually,
he’d miss. But there was this con-
solation: He sure could run.

So when White played the sport
in first grade, he was a running
back.

After reconstructive surgery
on both knees, White can’t scam-
per around the way he used to.
But he sure can throw. And the
Oklahoma Sooners quarterback
has a shot to become just the sec-
ond player in history to win the
Heisman Trophy twice.

Back in school as a sixth-year
senior after winning the 2003 He-
isman, he’s also in the unusual po-
sition of having a say in who
claims the 2004 award Saturday
— past honorees get a vote.

Still, another nice individual tro-
phy ism't foremost in White’s
mind.

“It doesn’t really matter to
me,” he said. “I came back for a
couple reasons, and winning the
Heisman wasn’t one of them.”

Maybe that’s why, at one point
this season, White said he’d cast

his vote for teammate Adrian
Peterson, a freshman tailback.
White has reiterated that he
wouldn’t feel comfortable voting
for himself.

White and Peterson were two
of five Heisman finalists an-
nounced Wednesday, joined by
Southern California teammates
Matt Leinart and Reggie Bush,
and Utah’s Alex Smith.

In two seasons as Oklahoma’s
starting QB, White has thrown for
6,807 yards and 73 touchdowns
while leading the Sooners to con-
secutive undefeated regular sea-
sons. Unlike last season, White
helped Oklahoma win the Big 12
championship game. Oklahoma
(12-0) will play USC for the na-
tional title in the Orange Bowl on
Jan. 4; last season, the Sooners
lost the Bowl Championship Se-
ries title game to LSU.

White has been the steadying
force for the Sooners this season.

When they found themselves
trailing Kansas State, White
threw two second-half touchdown
passes. And when Texas A&M ap-
peared headed for an upset, White
tossed three TDs after the break.

Overall, he completed 65 per-
cent of his passes for 2,961 yards
and 33 touchdowns with only six

interceptions this season. He
threw for 3,846 yards and 40
touchdowns a year ago. All those
numbers make him a candidate
to succeed Ohio State running
back Archie Griffin (1974-75) as
a two-time Heisman winner.

Compared to last season, White
says he thinks he’s played “smart-
er” — taking care of the ball and
understanding the offense better.

“His poise and the way he’s
managed the game this year is far
better than last year,” OU offen-
sive coordinator Chuck Long
said. “We were done by halftime
in a lot of games last year, so he
never got to experience some ad-
versity until it was too late. He’s
dealt with adversity a lot better
this year.”

Long considers the Texas A&M
game White’s shining moment.
The then-No. 22 Aggies led visit-
ing Oklahoma by two touchdowns
on three occasions, but White
kept bringing his team back. He
finished with five touchdown
passes as the Sooners came back
a 28-14 deficit to win 42-35.

“That was the one signature
game that you said as a coach,
‘He has improved from last
year,” ” Long said. “He has grown
‘and matured from last year.”

AP

Jason White (2,961 yards, 33 TD passes, six INTs) can join Ohio

State’s Archie

When asked what he thinks
makes his quarterback better this
season, coach Bob Stoops points
out that White is finally healthy.

Ailing legs limited his mobility
and forced him to play out of the
shotgun last season. Now he can
take snaps from under center,

as the only players to win back-to-back Heismans.

which makes Oklahoma’s run-
ning game stronger, and White
has an easier time scrambling.
“He was more of a scrambler
before he was a pocket passer,”
Long said. “He had to redefine
his game when he did get hurt to
become more of a pocket passer.”

PATCH MAIN

EXCHANGE

STUTTGART
December
10-11, 2004

MLHUMMEL 8. HUMBIEL 8 i HUMMEL CLATB 3. in g

M.JHimmmmle

A Goebel Artist is Coming...

...directly from the home of the authentic M.1.Hummel figurines 1o meet
you at your PX/BX-Store,

He will demonstrate the art of handcrafting and handpainting these
world-famous figurines and collectibles. You are invited to watch him, to
talk to him about “Hummel” collecting, and have autographed any
CGoebel pieces you may have purchased during the demonstration,

GIFT WITH PURCHASE, DOOR PRIZE DRAWIN

You are cordially invited to share in the creative experience at:

HANAU
MAIN EXCHANGE
December 10. 2004

RAMSTEIN
BASE EXCHANGE
Dec, 17-18, 2004

BAUMHOLDER

December 12, 2004

PX

W, Goebel Porzellanfabrik

[rs—

o W el

& i 56, Germary: N1 Hues] Figaeines, plaics 3 bels. ar orpyighad procct; © Chodhes 004




PAGE 34

- STARS AND STRIPES

Friday, December 10, 2004

This year’s
Heisman
finalists are
doubled over

First time two players
from two schools will
make trip to New York

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jason White has a
chance to join Archie Griffin as a two-time
Heisman Trophy winner.

‘White, the Oklahoma quarterback who
won last year’s Heisman, was chosen
‘Wednesday as one of five finalists for col-
lege football’s most prestigious individual

Jommg White for Saturday’s award cere-
mony in New York will be his Oklahoma
teammate Adrian Peterson, Southern Cali-
fornia teammates Matt Leinart and Reg-
gie Bush, and Utah quarterback Alex
Smith.

It's the first time teammates from two
schools were selected as finalists for the
award.

Among Heisman contenders who did
not make the top 5 were Texas running

USC tailback
Reggie Bush

usc QB
Matt Leinart ~ Adrian Peterson

back Cedric Benson, Auburn quarterback
Jason Campbell and ‘California teammates
Aaron Rodgers and J.J. Arrington.

Griffin, a running back who played for
Ohio State, won the Heisman in 1974 and
1975 and is the only two-time winner.

‘White was the favorite for last year’s He-
isman and beat out Pittsburgh wide receiv-
er Larry Fitzgerald and Mississippi quar-
terback Eli Manning. This time, the race
appears too close to call. White and Lein-
art, USC’s quarterback, have put up simi-
lar numbers while leading their teams to
12-0 records and a matchup in the Orange
Bow for the national championship.

White comes to town after passing for
2,961 yards and 33 touchdowns, and in a
much better mood than last year. A week
before the '03 Heisman ceremony, the
Sooners were upset by Kansas State 35-7
in the Big 12 title game and White had his
worst game of the season.

This season, White threw three touch-
down passes in Oklahoma’s 42-3 rout of
Colorado in the league title game.

The presence of Peterson, a freshman,
helped White produce another fine season
but may hinder the quarterback’s chances
of matching Griffin’s feat. Peterson ran
for 1,843 yards and 15 touchdowns, and
pmduced his best games against the Soon-
ers’ toughest opponents.

No freshman has won the Heisman.

White, a sixth-year senior, has a Heis-

Message for our men and women in uniform..

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

From coast to coast, thousanids of Americans

are grateful for what you do and want to show you
that they care. To see the actions and messages

of support from these groups and individuals from
all across America, visit wwwstripes.com.

This s just a small token of appreciation, a way to say...

as well!

A
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www.stripes com and click an the
America Supports You button to view
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Utah QB
Alex Smith

Oklahoma QB
Jason White

man vote and said he planned to pick
Peterson No. 1 on his ballot.

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops can't de-
clde between the two.

“These guys are tremendous. You see it
every week. They complement each other
with great running and passing — and it’s
‘made a major difference this year, the fact
that we're strong in both,” Stoops said.

“But a lot of these guys have helped
them. So I wouldn’t be the one to choose. It
wouldn’t be fair.”

USC has a similar situation with Leinart
and Bush. They complement each other,
but could take votes away from each other.

Leinart has thrown for 2,990 yards and
28 touchdowns, with only six_intercep-
tions. He is the Tro;ans steady leader.

The versatile Bush is their spectacular
home-run hitting back. Bush’s 15 touch-
downs have come running, receiving and
on returns. He has also thrown a TD pass.

“ I might have shaken up the
votes a little bit,” he said after running for
204 yards, mcludmg TD runs of 81 and 65
yards, in USC’s 29-24 regular-season-end-
ing victory at UCLA.

Led by Smith, Utah became the first
team from a mid-major conference to
reach a BCS bowl game this season. The
versatile junior has passed for 2,624 yards
and 28 TDs and run for 563 yards and 10
touchdowns.

The Utes will play Pittsburgh in the Fies-
ta Bowl on Jan. 1.

Georgia DE
Pollack tabbed
best lineman

BY JOEL ANDERSON

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Georgia defensive end
David Pollack won the Lombardi Award
as the nation’s top college lineman
‘Wednesday night, one year after being a
runner-up for the honor.

Pollack edged out Shaun Cody of South-
ern Cal, Erasmus James of Wisconsin
and Demck Johnson of Texas for the

und granite trophy. Last year he fin-
1shed behind Oklahoma’s Tommie Har-
ris, who also who won the award on his
second

“I tell you what, you don’t want to be
known as a two-time loser,” Pollack
joked. “I'm so proud to be honored this
way .. I definitely couldn’t have expect-
ed thi

Pollack had 48 tackles, including 9%2
sacks and 14" tackles for a loss, for No. 8
Georgia this season. He will lead the Bull-
dogs (9-2) against No. 16 Wisconsin (9-2)
in the Outback Bowl on Jan. 1.

Once envisioned to be only a “good pro-
gram guy” by Georgia coach Mark Richt,
Pollack has turned out to be much more.

“We thought he’d be a starter someday
and do some good things,” Richt said.
“But we never dreamed he’d do the
things he’s done.”

Pollack arrived at Georgia expecting
to play fullback and spent his entire first
summer in Athens getting ready to be a
blocker, only to be shifted to defense just
as fall workouts began because of inju-
ries and a lack of depth on the line.
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Feliz Navidad is gelting closer...
Come and celebrate your gel-together with us.
Great food, unbeatable prices and awesome service!
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Saturdays
Card Sales 3:30 pm.  Games begin 4:45 p.m.
Sundays
Cord Salet- 330 p. - Games. pgin- 445 pm.
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Ramstein Enlisted Club

Tuesaays
Card Saies-5:30 . - Games begin 64 pom.

SEASON'S GREETINGS

To our employees
and the members

of the US military:

Thank you for your

outstanding performance
and dedication

throughout the year.

Best wishes fo you
and your families for
a very Merry Christmas
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Kentucky
uses spurt
to get past
Morehead

The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — The score
showed that Kentucky had one of
its better defensive outings in re-
cent years.

No. 10 Kentucky held an oppo-
nent to its lowest point total in al-
most six seasons Wednesday
night, routing Morehead State

The 40 points also were the Ea-

gles’  lowest
total in 26
years.
Yet Kentucky Top 25
coach Tubby LTI

Smith  focused
on the ragged
shooting by the Wildcats (5-1)
and the fact they didn’t put away
an overmatched opponent until
the second half.

“Defensively, we did the job,”
Smith said. “We stopped some of
the easy baskets and contested
shots. We didn’t foul as much, so
those were some of the positive
things we did.

“T'd like to see us shoot the ball
better,” he added, noting the

3-for-18 shooting from
three-point range and 39.4 per-
cent overall mark.

Kelenna Azubuike was one
Wildcat who didn’t struggle with
his shooting. He finished 8-for-13
from the field and scored 19 of his
21 points in the second half, his
third straight game with at least
20 points.

Chuck Hayes had 10 points and
10 rebounds for Kentucky, which
opened the second half with a
20-0 run. Reserve center Shagari
Alleyne had 11 points, eight re-
bounds and six blocked shots —
all season highs.

Morehead State (4-2) trailed
only 29-23 at halftime, but the Ea-
gles didn’t get their first sec-
ond-half basket until 11:07 re-
mained. The Eagles — coached
by Kyle Macy, a member of Ken-
tucky’s 1978 NCAA champion-
ship team — shot 27.3 percent
from the field and committed 24
turnovers.

Morehead State had the fewest
points by a Kentucky opponent
since South Carolina lost 74-40 to
the Wildcats in February 1999.

It was the fewest points scored
in a game by Morehead State
since early in the 1978-79 season,
when the Eagles had 37 in a loss
to Indiana.

Josh Reed had 10 points for
Morehead State.

Kentucky is 8-0 overall against
Morehead State. The schools are
about 65 miles apart.

Kentucky, which lost at No. 8
North Carolina on Saturday, won
for the 17th straight time after a
loss.

No. 19 Virginia 79, Furman
67: At Charlottesville, Va., Gary
Forbes scored 21 points for the
Cavaliers (7-1), who were coming
off an 81-79 loss at Iowa State on
Monday night and were playing
for the fifth time in 11 days. Elton
Brown added 16 points and 12 re-
bounds.

Quan Prowell had 14 points for
the Paladins (3-4).
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Chiefs RB Holmes out
for rest of the season
with knee injury, Page 30

Sonics silence Spur

Seattle grabs
share of best
record in NBA

BY T.A. BADGER
The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tim Duncan
can be added to the list of those
who believe the Seattle SuperSon-
ics are for real.

The surprising Sonics built a
big first-half lead Wednesday
night against San Antonio, and
then they got clutch scoring from
Ray Allen down the stretch to
hold on for a 102-96 victory over
the Spurs.

“They’re a very good team,”
said Duncan, who scored a sea-
son-high 39 points while leading a
San Antonio comeback that pe-
tered out in the final minutes.

“Very well-coached — they exe-
cute well,” Duncan said. “We
have respect for them.”

Seattle’s victory ended San An-
tonio’s 21-game home winning
streak and gave the Sonics a
share of the NBA'’s best record at
16-3. Phoenix also improved to
16-3 after beating the Los Ange-
les Lakers 113-110 late Wednes-
day night.

It was also the Sonics’ second
win this season against San Anto-
nio in as many tries, and both
times they topped 100 points.

The best anyone else has man-
aged against the Spurs, now 16-4,
is 96 points.

Despite the two wins, Allen
called San Antonio the league’s
best team and said the Sonics are
still taking shape.

“Right now, we're just one of
the teams with the best records,”
said Allen, who finished with 29
points, including a pair of
three-pointers late in the game
after San Antonio pulled to within
a basket. “We've got to beat
teams consistently to be talked
about as one of the best teams.”

Seattle looked like a runaway
winner early, using 58 percent
shooting from the floor to build a
19-point lead at the half.

“I think we came out more
ready than they thought we would
be,” said Rashard Lewis, who
scored 16 points for the Sonics.
“We jumped on them early and ev-
erybody was making shots.”

Seattle’s defensive strategy of
crowding Duncan inside and forc-
ing the ball to the perimeter also
worked in the first half.

San Antonio shot 38.5 percent
before the break.

“It was really bad out there to-
night for us,” the Spurs’ Manu Gi-
nobili said. “The first half was
awful.”

But the Spurs came out run-
ning after the break, and eventual-

AP
Seattle SuperSonics forward Rashard Lewis (7) maneuvers past San Antonio Spurs guard Tony Parker, right
and forward Tim Duncan (21) during the second half in San Antonio on Wednesday. The Sonics won 102-96.

ly whittled Seattle’s lead to 83-81  throws and a layup to make it put Seattle up 93-83.
on a reverse layup by Malik Rose ~ 90-81. Antonio Daniels and Fortson
with 6:36 remaining. Allen fol- After Rose made a jumper, each had 14 points for the Sonics.
lowed with a three-pointer and  Allen answered with

Danny Fortson made two free three-pointer off the backboardto ~SEE SONICS ON PAGE 29
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